Mat 187
When God decides a storm is over it is final
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Mat 14:27 But immediately Jesus spoke to them, saying, “Take courage, it is I; do not be afraid.”
Mat 14:28 Peter said to Him, “Lord, if it is You, command me to come to You on the water.”
Mat 14:29 And He said, “Come!” And Peter got out of the boat, and walked on the water and came toward Jesus.
Mat 14:30 But seeing the wind, he became frightened, and beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!”
Mat 14:31 Immediately Jesus stretched out His hand and took hold of him, and said to him, “You of little faith, why did you doubt?”
Mat 14:32 When they got into the boat, the wind stopped.
/Mat 14:33 And those who were in the boat worshiped (proskyneō)Him, saying, “You are certainly God’s Son!”\
PROS-COO-NAH-O
This is a Greek verb that tells us this is true worship. 
This is often used to describe a bowing down and kissing of the hand or even used for a term when a dog recognizes its master and licks the hand of its master.

If they had not recognized TLJC as deity before, at that moment in time they did. Now there may have been 12 or 20 people in that boat, we know for sure the original twelve apostles were there and we can only guess there was one who did not come to fully rely upon TLJC – Judas Iscariot. 
Satan would never had been able to enter into the soul of Judas if he was a true believer, Satan could have only influenced him. 

From the moment TLJC came to them it was a sign God was with them.
It had been that way from day one.
But much more so in that moment in time.

/Mat 14:27 But immediately Jesus spoke to them, saying, “Take courage, it is I; do not be afraid.”
Exo 3:14 God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM”; and He said, “Thus you shall say to the sons of Israel, ‘I AM has sent me to you.’”
Jhn 8:58 Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was born, I am.”\
Jesus Christ is the GREAT I AM!
There never was a time that TLJC wasn’t God.
There was a time during HIS incarnation which we call the doctrine of the Hypostatic Union that HE willingly chose not to apply all HIS deity but HE never stopped being God! 
/Heb 13:8 Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.

Mal 3:6 “For I, the LORD, do not change; therefore you, O sons of Jacob, are not consumed.\
Now Peter who already believed was able to walk on water for a moment.
Peter did so because GOD told him to do so and God’s words are all powerful.

A simple command from the mouth of God and nature stands still!
God told Moses just stretch that staff out and the problem of Red Sea will be solved.
/Mat 14:29 And He said, “Come!” And Peter got out of the boat, and walked on the water and came toward Jesus.
Exo 14:21 Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea; and the LORD swept the sea back by a strong east wind all night and turned the sea into dry land, so the waters were divided.\
TLJC need only reach out a hand and a grown man is easily lifted up back into the boat during a severe wind storm.

/Mat 14:32 When they got into the boat, the wind stopped.
Not a word was spoken, no call for assistance, the storm stops abruptly when Christ steps in that boat.\

When God has allowed a situation whether it be a satanic attack or a spiritual test to come to its completion, which was decided in eternity past, it is final. 
God need not play any games or use trickery it is over when HE ordained it in eternity past.
The issue in today’s lesson which we just will go over briefly is TLJC was making it clear that HE is God. If any doubt had popped up during the past few years with His healings, miracles and teachings today the closest followers of Christ had no more excuses not to believe on Him.

Only God can control the wind…only God can stop a storm dead in its tracks and only God can use a word to levitate a man on open water. 
In fact, only God can walk on water as Jesus had done right in front of them.

Turn to 1Peter chapter one with me.
We can note what many scholars call a Greek Syllogism of Deity, the Deity of Christ.
A syllogism is a logical formula consisting of two premises and a conclusion, a major and minor premise plus a conclusion, derived from deductive reasoning.
        REPEAT

A simple definition you can look up for yourself is this – 

all dogs are animals all animals have four legs therefore all dogs have four legs.
It is simple logic and deduction for lack of a deeper explanation. 

It follows close to the a fortiori principle of logic which is a Latin term for concluding an argument or presenting logic with an example.

If I can do 50 push-ups, it only makes sense I can do ten push-ups…right? 


/A syllogism is common sense logic. Now, following this formula: the Trinity is eternal.  Christ is a member of the Trinity.  Therefore, Christ is eternal.\

There are verses that speak to this and we will cover a few today just as solid reminders that what the disciples witnessed everyday and more specifically on that boat in that storm, was GOD in action.


1PE 1:1 Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to those who reside as aliens, scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, who are chosen 
 
/1PE 1:2 according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, by the sanctifying work of the Spirit, that you may obey Jesus Christ and be sprinkled with His blood: May grace and peace be yours in fullest measure.\ 

This is not a literal sprinkling of blood but the sacrifice that Jesus submitted to upon that Cross is what is in view and that is saving work.
 
Notice we have God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit all mentioned in this verse.
We have the omniscience of God the Father mentioned by the word foreknowledge.

The omnipotence of God the Holy Spirit sanctifying the believer. And then obedience to TLJC.

We see the same statements written in Corinthians & Matthew.


/2CO 13:14  The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with you all. 


MAT 28:19 “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit,\


So, the syllogism is that the Trinity is eternal, Christ is the member of the trinity, therefore Christ is eternal.

In fact, ISA 48:16 is also a syllogism 

/Isa 48:16 "Come near to Me; listen to this. From the first, I have not spoken in secret.  From the time it took place, I was there.  And now the Lord God (the Father) has sent Me (Son), and His Spirit (Holy Spirit)."\

Now, this leads us to a very important point concerning the deity of Christ.


For example, Micah 5:2 says Jesus Christ is eternal God during the incarnation.

/Mic 5:2 "But as for you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, too little to be among the clans of Judah, From you One will go forth for Me to be ruler in Israel. His goings forth are from long ago, From the days of eternity (`owlam)."\


This was fulfilled by our Lord in Matthew 2:5-6.
Mat 2:5  They said to him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for this is what has been written by the prophet: 6 ‘AND YOU, BETHLEHEM, LAND OF JUDAH,
ARE BY NO MEANS LEAST AMONG THE LEADERS OF JUDAH; FOR OUT OF YOU SHALL COME FORTH A RULER WHO WILL SHEPHERD MY PEOPLE ISRAEL.’”


Notice the phrase from Micah 5 - His goings forth are from long ago, From the days of eternity."


/This same Hebrew word for eternity `owlam is used to support the eternal existence of the God the Father in many passages; Gen 21:33; Psa 41:13, Psa 90:2, Psa 103:17; Isa 40:28.\    OH-LAM

Turn to John chapter one RF.

Here are some examples for that Hebrew word for eternity;

/Gen 21:33 Abraham planted a tamarisk tree at Beersheba, and there he called on the name of the LORD, the Everlasting God.

Isa 40:28 Do you not know? Have you not heard? The Everlasting God, the LORD, the Creator of the ends of the earth Does not become weary or tired.
His understanding is inscrutable.\

OH-LAM same Hebrew word.
What this proves for the Father, it also proves for the Son.

/Joh 1:1 In the beginning was the Word (Jesus Christ), and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God.\
Pretty clear distinction that Jesus Christ is God…truthfully, you have to manipulate scripture and even then, turn a blind eye to the evidence that Jesus is God.

It really is foolishness when someone won’t come to that realization it is ignorance or evil…one or the other;

/Jhn 1:3 All things came into being through Him, and apart from Him nothing came into being that has come into being.
Just a few verses down it clarifies this again;
Joh 1:14 And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us - \

Jump ahead to John chapter 8.

This is all very obvious but every so often when you know the Spirit is showing you scriptures like Matthew chapter 14 –
You must clarify and remind people.

Jhn 8:56 "Your father Abraham rejoiced to see My day, and he saw it and was glad."

Jhn 8:57 The Jews therefore said to Him, "You are not yet fifty years old, and have You seen Abraham?"

/JOH 8:58  Jesus said to them, "Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was born, I am (egō eimi)."

How much more would Jesus need to say for people to accept He was stating; I AM GOD?\

"I am" in the Greek is "ego eimi" and it cannot be correctly rendered as anything except  - "I am."  (EGGO  I-ME)

It means - I have always existed.
There never was a time nor will there ever be a time that TLJC isn’t in control of history and fully intertwined with the Triune God-head.
Jesus was not saying, "Before Abraham was, "I have been" as is the way some define the scripture from false teaching from the Jehovah Witnesses.

In fact, they translate "ego eimi" as "I am" in other verses in the same chapter as well as other passages in the N.T. 
Yet twist it for this one.
You find most false teaching that is similar to Christianity has only minor adjustments and subtle twists which is what the serpent did in the Garden with the woman. 

God clearly made the statement to the Jews under Moses.


/Exo 3:13 Then Moses said to God, "Behold, I am going to the sons of Israel, and I shall say to them, 'The God of your fathers has sent me to you.' Now they may say to me, 'What is His name?' What shall I say to them?"\ 

This is a reminder that God always is and always was… and HE is the alpha and omega… He will always be GOD and therefore logically - TLJC is also ALWAYS GOD. HE is stating who HE is.
 
/EXO 3:14  And God said to Moses, "I AM WHO I AM"; and He said, "Thus you shall say to the sons of Israel, 'I AM has sent me to you.'"\ 
 


Our Lord used the same terminology that the Father used to describe Himself in Exodus 3:14  - in fact in the Greek writings of the Septuagint it reads - "ego eimi" - "I am."
         

It is one in the same term.
In fact, the Jews understood His use of "ego eimi" to be the same as when used by the Father, as evidenced by the fact that they sought to kill him when He said it.

JOH 8:59  Therefore they picked up stones to throw at Him; but Jesus hid Himself, and went out of the temple.

/Jehovah is the traditional translation of the Hebrew consonants JHWH - the special name for the one true God. The Jews said that this name was too sacred to be pronounced. They replaced it by a variety of names - such as "Lord" or "the Name".\

This is why the legalistic Jews felt so insulted because they did not believe Jesus was the true Messiah…that Jesus was the one true God and yet HE clearly said that to their face and incorporated into His teachings.


/From Exo 3:14 - we know that JHWH was derived from the verb "to be" God said to Moses, "I AM (hayah) WHO I AM (hayah). This is what you are to say to the Israelites: 'I AM (hayah) has sent me to you."
This means to exist, to be, to have life or breath, complete and established, taken from its root word hava’.\


On a number of occasions Jesus refers to himself by using "I am". 

/Jhn 6:35  Jesus said "I am the bread of life;"
Jhn 6:41 "I am the bread that came down out of heaven."

Jhn 6:51 "I am the living bread"\ 

Also, in John chapter 8.

/Jhn 8:12 "I am the light of the world"\

Jhn 8:18 "I am He who bears witness of Myself"\

God is the divine light and TLJC says I am that light for the whole world.
I bear witness for myself because I am GOD!
These statements are clear teaching on the deity of Christ.

/Jhn 10:7 "I am the door of the sheep."\

Jhn 10:14 "I am the good shepherd"

Jhn 11:25 "I am the resurrection and the life;"

Jhn 14:6 "I am the way, and the truth, and the life;"

Jhn 15:1 "I am the true vine"\


Those are the ten I am's of the Gospel of John and of course ten represents the number of completion.
When TLJC was faced with the angry mob and stood the injustice of phony trials that they put HIM through, HE stood boldly and claimed that HE is GOD!
/Mar 14:61 But He kept silent, and made no answer. Again the high priest was questioning Him, and saying to Him, "Are You the Christ, the Son of the Blessed One?"\

TLJC did not shy away from the question when it was presented to HIM but HE did not go around telling everyone at every street corner that HE is God, they needed faith to come to acknowledge who HE was.

/Mar 14:62  And Jesus said, "I am; and you shall see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of Power, and coming with the clouds of heaven."\



In Isaiah 45:22 God says of himself (through the prophet), 

/Isa 45:22  "Turn to Me, and be saved, all the ends of the earth; For I am God, and there is no other." 23 "I have sworn by Myself, The word has gone forth from My mouth in righteousness And will not turn back, That to Me every knee will bow, every tongue will swear allegiance.
(Phi 2:10)\

Phi 2.10 Paul says “at the name of Jesus every knee should bow and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord."

There are plenty of examples of TLJC teaching HE is God and the Apostles pointing to His deity. 



/Col 2:9 "in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form.

Tit 2:13 looking for the blessed hope and the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Christ Jesus; \

Ultimately Jesus Christ can snap His fingers and stop the world from rotating and the sun from shining as could God the Father of God the HS.

The Trinity is one God with 3 distinct beings that the average person struggles to wrap their finite minds around. 

Out of the Triune God we have Jesus Christ as the unique one of the universe…100% God and yet 100% man.

No one else, not even God the Father or God the HS can lay claim to that uniqueness. 







