Mat 219
The Gnostics infiltrate the early church
(JOHN MACARTHUR)
(REMEMBER CHAPTER 5 next lesson)
Just a heads up to my followers next week I will be off for a few days for some family time. After Sunday morning I will take off a few days and be back by Thursday or Friday September 18th.

During that few days off - it may be a good time for some new followers to go back on my YouTube page and check out older messages and see where the study in Matthew began.
Our current study has us examining the early church and the infiltration from outside forces into the early church.

Please go to Galatians chapter 3 RF.

In our study in Matthew chapter 16 we noted the Pharisees and Sadducees were once again attempting to test & challenge TLJC. This was really a future lesson that the Apostles would have to pick up on now because very soon they would be left on their own to set up the early church and finish the canon of scripture. 
As I explained last lesson Satan and his fallen army would begin a new phase of covert attacks within the body of Christ and it happened very quickly after TLJC ascended back to the heavens and was seated at the right hand of God the Father.
/Judaism was an ongoing assault within the early church walls and the Gnostics came in as a second wave and at some point a hybrid of the two began to spin off as well. The splinter effect of religious teaching is very common and really points us to how denominations began and other forms of spiritual systems came into existence.\

Look what Paul was telling the Galatians about allowing rituals and religion back into their lives once they had become free with the grace of God & their union with Christ.

/Gal 3:1 You foolish Galatians, who has bewitched (baskainō) you, before whose eyes Jesus Christ was publicly portrayed as crucified?
This means a hypnotic spell, a form of evil manipulation that alters thought.\
BASK-KIN-OH – Paul used this because there was a strong Greek presence here and many would understand the mystic elements of being under a spell.
The Celtics and Greeks had intermingled over the years and there was a strong mix of Greeks and Irish in this area.
He purposely used this because they had a fascination with mysticism and even a fear of being under a spiritual spell or demon possession. 
Gal 3:2 This is the only thing I want to find out from you: did you receive the Spirit by the works of the Law, or by hearing with faith?
The influence of the legalistic Jews had been brought into the church at Galatia. 
Meaning Judaism and all the laws and commands of the Torah were now being incorporated into this early church. 
/Gal 3:3 Are you so foolish? Having begun by the Spirit, are you now being perfected by the flesh?
Religion always wants to add to or take from the original teaching of Christ.\

It is a satanic agenda designed to distract and distort the grace of God and message of TLJC.

The emphasis I have tried to highlight for you is that in so many areas and churches, wherever the good news of Jesus Christ was being preached accurately, it became infiltrated at some point.
Satan needed a new angle and the counterfeit system from the OT idols and gods was not going to hold up against the truth of TLJC who had now come in the flesh and claimed the victory on the Cross at Calvary.
The counterfeit system needed to covertly get inside the church and spin off from the center of the teaching of the Apostles.     REPEAT
/2Cor 11:3 But I am afraid that, as the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, your minds will be led astray from the simplicity and purity of devotion to Christ. 4 For if one comes and preaches another Jesus whom we have not preached, or you receive a different spirit which you have not received, or a different gospel which you have not accepted, you bear this beautifully.\
The reference is right there – the serpent, Satan is the one who twists, distorts and counterfeits truth.

Notice, a different Jesus – different gospel and different spirit.

Now from last lesson to this one you have seen the Bels at Corinth, Thessalonica, Galatia, Colossae and Philippi all be infected with religion and secular teaching. 
This was not a one-time event or anomaly but a systematic attack that kept coming and going, even growing outside the church walls.
It is prevalent in churches today!
/The original teaching of scripture was never designed to creatively tie in religious systems and cosmic viewpoint so that everyone had a place to feel welcome. Truth is simply taught with academic honesty and accuracy and left to the power of God the Holy Spirit to do HIS work. Everything else is distractions.\
Sometimes it will convict a person and other times it will guide them or enlighten them.
Everyone gets touched and taught by God the HS in different ways by the same message.

Satan’s new attack into the early church was centered on touching the emotions and intellect of mankind in such a way that it seemed to be deep truth and hard to ignore. That it would appeal to the good in mankind and that is why Greek philosophy was so powerful in this new assault and counterfeit system.  
                            REPEAT
/The Gnostics based large portions of their approach to spirituality from Greek philosophy and would sprinkle in mysticism, Judaism and even bits of Christianity along the way, in a creative blend of religion that appealed to mankind’s good nature and what we call common sense.\
But at the core and strength of the Gnostic approach was Greek philosophy, which came from the founding philosophers and intellectual giants like –  Socrates, Plato and Aristotle.

/ Socrates (470 – 399 B.C.) the explanation of man himself, not of the universe, was a key focus for him. Man’s conduct, that is morals, was the most important theme of his investigation. Right knowledge leads to right action, and will result in the four virtues—prudence, courage, self-control, and justice—which, as the “natural virtues,” were to have their eminent place in medieval Christian theology.\
Emphasis on being good!
This is what helped form some of the early church leaders’ teachings and led to whole movements and denominations. 
The New England scholar, Williston Walker PHD and Christian historian from the late 1800’s, has great writings and books on the subject and I tip my hat to his hard work.          REPEAT
Socrates like most of the early intellects believed that knowledge – having a higher education and I.Q. could lead to having a greater spiritual experience that placed you closer to the creator or gods of the universe. 
Remember with the Greeks at that time Zeus was one of their main deities. 

But in this higher I.Q. you had to display great self-control and make pure choices habitually to prove you were virtuous which in turned proved you were in closer contact to the spiritual powers. 
Notice – there is no strong emphasis on the teaching of the Bible.
The focus is on man’s actions and man’s I.Q.
/Plato (427 – 347 B.C.), student of Socrates – was enamored with the mind reaching its highest spiritual attainment. To Plato the passing forms of this visible world gave no real knowledge. True knowledge came from a spiritual connection and one that began before we had our human body. Those more enlightened were educated but in tune with the world system from a soul perspective that came from previous life before your physical birth.\
This had a hint of truth in it.
Spiritual life is eternal but it is God who brings soul life into a human body at the moment of birth – you and I were not spirits floating in the atmosphere before we were born. 

Plato had an odd fascination with after life and spirit life in general. 
He taught - The visible world called into remembrance these patterns & “ideas” that the soul had already witnessed before. The soul, existing before the body, must be independent of it, and not affected by its decay.   REPEAT
 This conception gave way to thoughts or teaching of immortality as an attribute of the soul, not shared by the body, this was always influential in Greek teachings. 
But both Plato and his teacher Socrates believed that by applying good in your life you are touching the spiritual aspects of getting closer to God.

Christianity calls the Bel to walk in a new nature by the power of the HS, and applying God’s word therefore we have a maturity that is godly. 

Even salvation differed from what we believe.
Their idea of salvation was a recapturing of the purity of that soul – the spirit that existed outside the human body and how you can return to a beauty & goodness on a higher level only by connecting with that spirit life that you once had. YOU were called to raise yourself to this level. 

Now the top student of Plato would not follow his spiritual teachings.
/Aristotle (384 – 322 B.C.) was a far less mystical spirit than Plato. Aristotle was much more of a science enthusiast, logic was his staple, meaning the visible world was an unquestioned reality. He believed God was a being that man could connect with through intellect and that God was responsible for the beginning and end of everything. Ethics and politics guided behavior, every problem had sound logic and basic mathematics behind it.\

Aristotle actually researched everything from the animal kingdom to our modern-day vocabulary – he had one of the greatest influences out of all the Greek philosophers and he did attribute the world and everything created and how it operated to a god.
He called God - the unmoved mover, who was the only being he said that did not have a logically explanation on how he came to be – but God to Aristotle was a singular force but not the God of Israel. 
             REPEAT
/These 3 founding fathers of Greek philosophy were at the core of what the Gnostics believed. Which meant – intelligence and good deeds determine spirituality. God exists as a singular entity who is distant and punitive if you are not virtuous. Spirit life is not dependent upon God but we can achieve a sense of spiritual perfection if our human knowledge is elevated and our life reflects that elevated human I.Q.\

Gnosticism was at the height of its influence from about 135 to 160 A.D., though it continued as a force long afterward it had its most profound effect and foundational period during the first century. 

It threatened to overwhelm the historic Christian faith, and brought upon the early Christian Church a crisis not seen since the Apostle Paul had to deal with legalistic Jews teaching law with grace. 
The word of God always overcomes the assaults but there still remains an active cosmic system with counterfeits that are allowed to breed and grow and distract from the truth. 
          REPEAT       ELABORATE
/Gnosticism professed to be based on “knowledge”, but not as that word is now commonly understood. Its knowledge was always a mystical, supernatural wisdom, that incorporated human intellect, Greek philosophy, while absorbing other spiritual or religious doctrines that could fit into the patch work.\

It is, therefore, impossible to speak of a single type of Gnosticism. 
It had astrology elements which may be traced back to Babylonian religious conceptions, a dualistic view of the universe, Persian or Egyptian spiritual beliefs that also could be traced within its linage.
There are some scholars who believe the magicians we see from the confrontation with Moses and the Pharaoh were the beginning stages of what we call Gnosticism in the NT.

/Exo 7:10 So Moses and Aaron came to Pharaoh, and thus they did just as the LORD had commanded; and Aaron threw his staff down before Pharaoh and his servants, and it became a serpent. 11 Then Pharaoh also called for the wise men and the sorcerers, and they also, the magicians of Egypt, did the same with their secret arts.\
If that is the case then fallen angels are certainly the culprits behind much of what the Gnostics taught and believed. 

Many of the group called the Magi that came to follow the star that led to baby Jesus in the manager were descendants of this sect. 
They were considered scientist, magicians and astrologist and even doctors in some realm. Unfortunately, in the ancient world dark arts and magic got blended into medicine and science. It was very common to be trained in several arts like that and some were dark arts.
/Syncretism (blending of tradition or beliefs) became popular around A.D.100 which was a way to gather human wisdom, philosophy and spiritual or religious beliefs into a mixing pot. It had its birth early within mankind, but became organized and legitimized somewhere between the 1st and 2nd Century.\ 
Gnosticism found much in Christianity which it could use. 
In particular, the figure of Christ was especially adapted to give a definite and concrete center to its theory of a higher saving knowledge. 

Jesus was a preacher of truth and died for what HE believed – that is how they approached the subject because they could give TLJC credit for being good and godly, yet not really recognizing that HE is GOD, and that HE preached only through HIM - do you gain salvation. 

Interestingly enough one of the early church leaders who fought against the wave of Gnostic teachers was adopted and sainted by the Rome Catholic Church and his teaching were orthodox Christianity for the most part.

The RCC would saint someone who they believed embodied spiritual purity. As if they had the final authority on godliness.

He was a Greek pastor known as a Bishop in France. 

/Saint Irenaeus (A.D. 130 – 202) Though he stood for the teaching of the Apostles and stood against the Gnostics. Irenaeus would add in his own skewed viewpoint toward the end of his life and it stuck with a denomination that was on the verge of blossoming. He was one of the first church leaders to elevate Mary in his writings -
“The knot of Eve’s disobedience was loosened by the obedience of Mary. For what the Virgin Eve had bound fast through unbelief, this did the Virgin Mary set free through faith.”’\

Sadly, he did a lot of good work prior to this writing and was given a title of bishop which in the Greek was authority or pastor of a church…episkopos 
(EPISS-CA-POSS) meaning a leader of a church. 
Never did any Apostle elevate Mary and compare her in the same vain as TLJC being the second Adam and Mary being the second Eve.         REPEAT
Yet this pastor did that very thing within his later teachings and writings so we know there was an influence there from outside forces.

The mixing and matching really heated up about 50 years after the completed canon of scripture and it is all because the attack from Satan now was focused upon the interior of the Church. 
Also, in 70 A.D. Jerusalem fell in the Roman- Jewish war and the Jews that were left alive were scattered abroad.

That helped to give birth to a new age movement of religions. 
/Marcion of Sinope (85- 160 A.D.) was a wealthy Christian merchant & pastor and staunch follower of the Apostle Paul. Under the influence of the Gnostic, Cerdo, in Rome, he modified his teaching by disregarding the O.T. and the God of Israel, instead claiming Christ is the one true God and that HE (Christ) came to abolish the God of Judaism. He laid claim that only Paul was an accurate Apostle and dismissed the other books that were not written by Paul.\
I think as we close you are getting the idea where the influence came from as far as the ideology that infiltrated the church especially once the original Apostles died and the completed canon of scripture was actively floated out throughout the land. 
/Asceticism (self-denial, abstinence) was popular with the legalistic Jewish crowd and it played well with Gnostics who incorporated it into their teachings as ways to remain pure and closer to God. In some of their sects they taught asceticism combined with a pursuit of higher intellect led to true spirituality.\

We can begin to see how mankind puts his effort and his viewpoint into the word of God and how muddy he can make the truth of scripture. 
Add into that the fact the Satan was now actively breathing his ideologies into the early church. 
He and his army were promoting a mix and match of religions and philosophies in an attempt to confuse and counterfeit the completed canon of scripture.

Just a few hundred years after the Cross of Christ the first real powerhouse denomination blossomed from all the confusion and counterfeits floating around. The Roman Catholic Church.

And shortly after that another popped up and then a third which had great power as well – that one was called Islam which sprang up nearly 600 years after the Cross of Christ.
The Catholic Church took root somewhere between 200 and 300 years after the Cross of Christ and was followed by -

/Manichaeism is a religion founded by the Persian Mani in the latter half of the third century. It claimed to be the true synthesis of all the religious systems then known, and actually consisted of Zoroastrian Dualism, Babylonian folklore, Buddhist ethics, and some small and superficial sects of Gnostics still holding authority in the middle east. They had a spin off of this religion that added in bits of Christianity as did the Islamic belief many years later.\ 

All of this is to show you how Satan and mankind have littered the original teaching of scripture and how we have splintered off into denominations and spiritual movements that confuse people across the globe.
It is the accurate teaching of the original words of TLJC and the lessons of the Apostles and OT scriptures held in proper context and examined for our benefit in this CA that can be called true Christianity – not a spiritual movement or a denomination.   REPEAT

 

