2Thess #36
We are gathered together with LORD in the clouds of the air.

Let us open in 2Thessalonians chapter two.
This will be the chapter that the Apostle Paul will narrow down the big picture of the end times into a very detailed and more chronological order of events.

This is a great example of making sure to study the whole chapter. The historical context of what led up to the teaching, along with the subtle hints of the original language.
Due to the false teachers and even the fake letters that had circulated with the apostles’ names on them. It wasn’t too difficult to discern the letters from someone like the Apostle Paul and a fake letter in his name.

Based on the subject matter, how it was written and the doctrinal principles were all giveaways. 
The Bels at Thessalonica had begun accepting a false teaching about the Tribulation period.

It began with a handful of curious Bels and spread among many others.
/2Thess 2:1 Now we ask you, brothers and sisters, regarding the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our gathering together to Him,\

2Th 2:2 that you not be quickly shaken from your composure or be disturbed either by a spirit, or a message, or a letter as if from us, to the effect that the day of the Lord has come.
2Th 2:3 No one is to deceive you in any way! For it will not come unless the apostasy comes first, and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of destruction,
Now we can witness the point where the Apostle Paul will focus on the greater details and chronological order. He will also bring in some stern warnings in closing this second letter.
2Th 2:4 who opposes and exalts himself above every so-called god or object of worship, so that he takes his seat in the temple of God, displaying himself as being God.
2Th 2:5 Do you not remember that while I was still with you, I was telling you these things?
The Apostle Paul reminds them that he had already been taught these principles before.
This begins by directly pointing to the Rapture of the church…before the 7 years of tribulation. Then the Apostle Paul mentions what happens after the rapture of the Church. 

The Rapture is brought to light in at least a half dozen scriptures in the NT teachings. 

/1Cor 15:51 Behold, I am telling you a mystery; we will not all sleep, but we will all be changed, 52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet; for the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed.

The Rapture is very clearly taught -  1Thess 4:16-18, 2Thess 2 and 1Cor 1:4-8, 1Cor 15, Jam 5:7-8, Titus 2:13, Rev 22.\

Right in the beginning of this chapter there is a strong request in the original language. 
/2Thes 2:1 – Now we ask you (erōtaō)
(pres, act, ind) We keep on requesting whether we are present with you, or in our letters. They had been requesting that the Bels at Thessalonica stay focused and understand the accurate doctrine of Eschatology. \
AIR-OT-TOT-O, is a strong request it is an urging or verbal pushing. It connotes a strong desire and it was used as a term for fervent prayer as well.

Why does Paul make an urgent request instead of giving a command? 
Because every Christian must make use of two doctrinal principles when learning BD. One is your own free will, personal responsibility - the other is your Bel priesthood.

You do not have accept everything taught from the pulpit, it comes down to what GOD the HS reveals to you. Not even what the apostles taught are you ever forced to accept.
                  REPEAT
You are responsible to be available to hear and discern it and you will be held responsible for your own decisions.

Just like the Apostle Paul, I can emphasize a doctrine or a biblical principle - but it should come down to what do you think in your own personal priesthood?  

The question before salvation is what do you think of the person and work of TLJC?

After salvation, it is what do think about the mind of Christ – Bible doctrine?
/Psa 138:2 I will bow down toward Your holy temple And give thanks to Your name for Your mercy and Your truth; For You have made Your word great according to all Your name.

The attitude of positivity toward truth (BD) is recognized as glorification of GOD in time. Ultimately every person stands or falls upon their own choices.\ 
 He has magnified His Word above His name. Christ does not become truly personal for a Believer until the WORD begins to wash over them and they gain capacity to step upward into spiritual growth.
Then when the Bel reaches levels of maturity – he or she can become fully occupied with the person of Jesus Christ. The Bel then begins to really fulfill 1John 4:19 — “we love him because he first loved us.” Jesus Christ is then truly glorified in the angelic conflict. 

There is no such thing as love at first sight, real love must have capacity. 
The capacity comes with spiritual maturity, at that point you learn how to apply your priesthood. 
There is a problem with the Thessalonian Believers. They were being led away from SM…they were anticipating going through the Tribulation.
Some Bels today in the year of our LORD 2024 are headed in the same direction.

/2Thes 2:1 - regarding the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ 
This is a term used for the authority and return of Christ – one is a gathering in the clouds and the other will be the 2nd Advent (physical presence on earth). Under HIS authority there will be a return – one will be a permanent return (2nd Advent) the other happens first and Paul makes a clear distinction.\
“by the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ” — we have the same Greek noun used for both – Parousia, (PARA-SEE-AH).

Here in verse 1 - it is used for the Rapture. We know because of how Paul clearly states; “and our gathering together to him.” That is the Rapture! 

/2Thes 2:1 - our gathering together to Him,
Episynagōgē-  gather as one, pull together as an assembly. All pulled into one place, to be escorted or guided toward one area.
The 2nd Advent, does not call for any assembly or pulling together until after a fierce entrance and a baptism of fire.\ 
EPI-SUE-NOW-GO-GAY, taken from a root word meaning to gather together. It means an assembly or to pull everyone together. 
It means an escort or a guard of honor as well. We are not only the bride of Christ at the point of the Rapture but we are the guard of honor, we escort Him, as much as HE is coming to get us.
/2Thes 2:1 – we are gathered and escorted unto to HIM.
Epi autos, brought alongside or placed against into contact with HIM (Jesus Christ). This is a physical pulling against or alongside our LORD.\
EPPI   AUT-OSS, really means to be brought unto or alongside into close contact with HIM.

We will be involved in the final battle of Armageddon and we are called into HIS arms and transferred into a resurrected, eternal state of power and authority.
/Just as the moment the bride is accepted into the husbands’ arms at the wedding ceremony – she is elevated in his family and his household. The new bride immediately takes precedence in the husband’s life. Family such as mother or father and household authority is shifted for the husband as he focuses on lifting up the new bride into her role. They now have become one in protecting and nurturing each other as a witness for the angelic conflict.\

I already showed you 1Corinthians chapter 15 verses 51 & 52 - where it clearly states those who alive at the Rapture will be changed from perishable into imperishable. It happens at the twinkle of an eye.
The Rapture happens so quickly with no warning or build up – yet the 2nd Advent has a build-up of world-wide chaos and then a battle of Armageddon. Then TLJC will shift the very atmosphere itself in supernatural fashion, before HE steps down on the Mount of Olives and a world-wide earthquake or shaking will take place. 
These are two very distinctly different events. 
                         REPEAT  
Align these scriptures I show you today and you will see the Rapture as a completely different situation than the 2nd Advent.
/1Thes 4:16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who are alive, who remain, will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always be with the Lord.\
Keep in mind the Bels at Thessalonica were being taught to understand the chronological order of events.

/1Thes 1:18 Therefore, comfort one  another with these words.

Don’t be confused and fearful about false Eschatology. \ 
How would a congregation comfort one another if the teaching of the Apostle Paul was that they will all suffer under the 7 years of Tribulation.
Especially a new church or a new gathering of Bels who may become victims to false letters and false teachings.

/No one (apostles or the humanity of Christ) ever made a claim of exact dates and people in leadership such as who the antichrist may be. It was all general terms and historical trends that were described. Discerning the signs of the times was much more the focus of our LORD and HIS apostles in relation to the end times.\

James was teaching the Jewish Bels in Jerusalem and keeping them calm during very volatile times. 
/James 5:7 Therefore be patient, brothers and sisters, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for the precious produce of the soil, being patient about it, until it gets the early and late rains. 8 You too be patient; strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near.\
James was telling them you will eventually be removed from this coming tribulation. James uses the analogy of watching the weather concerning being a good farmer.
The Apostle Paul used the same calming assurance for his congregations;

/1Cor 1:4 I thank my God always concerning you for the grace of God which was given you in Christ Jesus, 5 that in everything you were enriched in Him, in all speech and all knowledge, 6 just as the testimony concerning Christ was confirmed in you,\

The Apostle Paul is reassuring these Bels that they are in the grace plan of God the Father. All the knowledge has been given to them. They have the doctrine to understand historic events.

/1Co 1:7 so that you are not lacking in any gift, as you eagerly await the revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ, 8 who will also confirm you to the end, blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.

The book of Revelation was well over 30 years away from being written. The revelation of TLJC is related to end time prophecy they were gathering at this historic point.\
They were aware of a coming day of a Rapture for the church. 

/Titus 2:13 looking for the blessed hope and the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Christ Jesus,

Rev 22:12 “Behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to reward each one as his work deserves\

Only Bels at the Bema Seat Judgement of Christ receive rewards and crowns concerning what they did in their new nature after salvation.

/In fact, in Revelation chapter 22 in verses 10 right into the last verse in the Bible - verse 21. It is a highlight of a message for Bels and one last warning to wash yourself clean (bath) in salvation if you are not a Bel. You are then an outsider – you will not enter the gates of heaven. Also, one last warning to never add to or take from any portion of the word of God. \
This last portion of the Bible is a final warning.
Rev 22:10 right into verse 21 is the final and a very powerful warning – most of it written in a command form.
In fact, the CA Bels are incorporated into the last warning of the Bible.
This is often overlooked;
/Rev 22:17 The Spirit and the bride say, “Come.” And let the one who hears say, “Come.” And let the one who is thirsty come; let the one who desires, take the water of life without cost.

The Spirit and the bride of Christ work together in presenting the gospel to a lost and dying world. The Church Age is the last dispensation the SPIRIT works in unique fashion with Bels – the Tribulation will have 144 thousand evangelists and 2 supernatural witnesses.\ 

