Mat 159
Familiarity often rejects authority

I did a message on familiarity almost a year ago when we were in Matthew chapter 6 and today we will touch on the subject again because of the scriptures we will look at today.

The HS has been leading me in a direction concerning divine authority and the chain of command and this falls right in line with the exact subject matter.

Mat 13:53 When Jesus had finished these parables, He departed from there.
Mat 13:54 He came to His hometown (Nazareth) and began teaching them in their synagogue, so that they were astonished, and said, “Where did this man get this wisdom and these miraculous powers?
/Mat 13:55 “Is not this the carpenter’s son? Is not His mother called Mary, and His brothers, James and Joseph and Simon and Judas? 56 “And His sisters, are they not all with us? Where then did this man get all these things?”\
Mat 13:57 And they took offense at Him. But Jesus said to them, “A prophet is not without honor except in his hometown and in his own household.”
Mat 13:58 And He did not do many miracles there because of their unbelief.

The first principle we can note is the wealthier and educated Jews from the synagogue were the ones who began the conversation about whether TLJC was qualified to speak in the temple or not.
That was because of their own pride.

The second principle is that TLJC’s own brothers and sisters were not Bels at this point either. This too comes from a root of arrogance in the pride family…
It is the pride that believes someone you know so well can never be used by God in a divine fashion. 

As far as TLJC family;
Most historians agree that James the brother of Jesus only came to believe in Him after the resurrection. The book of James in the NT…written by TLJC brother is the exact brother we are looking at here in Matthew 13:55.

/The stature of Jesus the carpenter was the first blind spot that the pride of the Jewish intellects ran into. 
Tektōn- was often a title for a craftsman, carpenter, laborer or assistant craftsman. It was not a title of any authority even in the business or trade world of the ancient times.\
TECH-TON…not a leader or owner of a business…a craftsmen or assistant to a craftsmen. 

Problem number one that they had back then and many have today is they quickly looked at the surface of a man or woman and think to themselves there is nothing of great value or anything they can teach me because I am wiser than they are or in a better position currently then they are.

That coupled with looking upon a person’s past history can blind us.

Our OSN is loaded with blind spots within it, which often cause us to miss Biblical principles and truth even when it is right in front of us.
The blind spots are there because of arrogance and pride and sometimes come from our position of strength…something we may be good at or have knowledge about actually causes us to have a blind spot that is very dangerous for our spiritual growth.
REPEAT

Turn to Luke chapter 18 as the first example;
/Judging someone by their past failures or current circumstances and assuming you may be above someone else in intellect or stature is a serious error. It is one of the main reasons some people never come to believe in Jesus Christ, as well as the fact that some Bels never grow beyond salvation.\
They are so focused on the person that gives them the message that they never receive the message itself. They are focused on what they might know about someone’s history or personality or even what they assume that the person is like. 

Let us look at this blind spot of arrogance working in the life of a legalistic intellect.

Luk 18:10 “Two men went up into the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector.
Remember the Pharisee were the intellectual class, considered above reproach…a tax collector was common man or someone who the Jews had little or no respect for. They were often involved with criminal activity and dated prostitutes. 
/Luk 18:11 “The Pharisee stood and was praying this to himself: ‘God, I thank You that I am not like other people: swindlers, unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax collector.
The Pharisee knows nothing about the tax collector other than his occupation.\
He is immediately lumped into a group of common sinners within the Pharisee’s mind. Judgmental attitudes are a roadblock for spiritual growth.
Luk 18:12 ‘I fast twice a week; I pay tithes of all that I get.’
This is the compete and compare model right here…look what I do compared to someone else….a big problem for people.
Leads to a critical spirit and either looking down your nose at someone or even lifting people up higher than they should be elevated. Either way you have what is called - erroneous thinking.
Flawed thought patterns in your soul structure. 

/Luk 18:13 “But the tax collector, standing some distance away, was even unwilling to lift up his eyes to heaven, but was beating his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, the sinner!’\
This was genuine humility…beating the chest was a description of someone who is sorrowful and realizes the error of their ways. This was not a show!
What does Jesus say concerning this story;
/Luk 18:14 “I tell you, this man went to his house justified rather than the other; for everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but he who humbles himself will be exalted.”\

There is nowhere in scripture where it tells the Bel you will be blessed by having a critical spirit and a heart filled with judging and pride…in fact it is the exact opposite!

/Isa 13:11 Thus I will punish the world for its evil and the wicked for their iniquity; I will also put an end to the arrogance of the proud and abase the haughtiness of the ruthless.\
I had about 25 scriptures to put up but I chose just a few as a wake-up call as to what we need to take from this lesson today.
Actually Isa 13:11 speaks directly to why we have an angelic conflict.
 God is putting a stop to future rebellion or questions about HIS justice & Righteousness. 
/Hab 2:4 Behold, as for the proud one,
His soul is not right within him;
But the righteous will live by his faith.

Jam 4:6 But He gives a greater grace. Therefore it says, “GOD IS OPPOSED TO THE PROUD, BUT GIVES GRACE TO THE HUMBLE.”\
When we see scriptures like what Matthew 13 verse 56 & 57 show us there is no other conclusion as to what is going on here…other than pride.

Pride can come in several different shapes and forms but the one we see here is the one that stems from prejudice. Bigotry or intolerance for something or someone that does not meet your standard…it is a wicked sin that a true Christian should have no problem with.      REPEAT
If it was a problem as an Unbel…it should have been shed extremely early in the Christian’s walk with God.

/Mat 13:57 And they took offense at Him. But Jesus said to them, “A prophet is not without honor except in his hometown and in his own household.”
They took offense because they knew Jesus’s family & background and thought very little of people from that walk of life.\
True Christians who understand Biblical history know we are all born of the same family and background, race or differences in culture or stature means absolutely nothing in the plan of God.

Listen in the spiritual sense we are all Royal Family after salvation…in the temporal or human sense we all came from the same family. Everyone can trace their ancestry thru Noah’s family…and Noah’s family traces back to the original garden. 

Now concerning our Lord coming home;
We see…after concluding His discourse at the Sea of Galilee, Christ went back to Nazareth.    BACK TO THE HOOD!

In His earlier visit, recorded in Luke chapter 4, there were some who commended His gracious words, yet many others challenged His claim to be a prophet, and, when rebuked by Christ, they attempted to throw Him over a cliff.
Because when pride is left unchecked what it will do…is commit violence against others.

/Luk 4:29 and they got up and drove Him out of the city, and led Him to the brow of the hill on which their city had been built, in order to throw Him down the cliff. 30 But passing through their midst, He went His way.\
Criminal insanity is the end result of arrogant pride that is left to run amok and control a person completely. 

Especially the thread of pride that comes from prejudice.
/The thread of prejudice that comes from pride is an evil mentality that believes it is superior. It is convinced it knows better therefore it sets itself up on standards above others so that it makes targets of anyone or anything that fails to meet that set of standards.\

In this second and last visit to Nazareth, the same rejection occurred, though this time, less violently. They recalled that He was Joseph’s son and that His brothers and sisters lived among them.

Again, as in the earlier visit, Christ stated, “A prophet is not without honor, save in his own country, and in his own house” .
This final touch, emphasizing His rejection by His own city and His own people, was part of the larger rejection summarized in; 
/Joh 1:11 He came to His own, and those who were His own did not receive Him.
This type of pride is so blinding that GOD Himself is rejected when HE is standing right in front of them!\

The fact that we have written history about this should be a wake-up call for Bels or anybody who is trapped with this type of pride in their life.
It is strong enough to blind people to GOD standing right in front of them!

/When the sin of pride comes into the life of a person they will fall into several categories of sinning;
Critical spirit          
Prejudice
Lack of forgiveness
Legalism
Hyper sensitivity
Approbation lust/power lust
Selfishness\
Sometimes one or two or all 7 will begin to manifest itself in their lives…but you will not avoid these sins if you are living in pride.       ELABORATE

In fact, it has been in my study now to take a look at the sin of Pride and what a destroyer it really is for so many people BEL or Unbel.

Because what we see in Matthew chapter 13 verses 56 & 57 is one of many results of the sin of pride.
Pride is the reason a person becomes familiar with another in the negative sense of the word. 
/Familiarity has two avenues and one is the fact that we all become familiar with those close to us so we know what they may need or how they have become the person they are today. The other avenue is negative because it is pride driven in the sense that it says BECAUSE I know someone I assume to know everything and therefore my opinion toward them is set in stone.\    REPEAT
Remember something about pride, it is has a stubborn nature at its core.

Very subtle differences here we are talking about with the two avenues of familiarity.
Think about it…one is the attitude of love and caring about someone you know without having a negative attitude about their failures or current predicament or past mistakes.

/The negative aspect of familiarity stems from pride that has roots in differing forms of prejudice. This means you have developed a strong opinion toward something or someone and in your mind they are not worthy or deserving of your respect or time. In some cases, it grows into a hate that is only satisfied with violence or suppressing the target of the familiarity.\ 
Familiarity is a very dangerous road to go down. 
The negative aspect of familiarity means that you have come to your conclusion about someone or something and it forms a hardness of heart that will not budge.
It doesn’t matter what God shows you or what other people may reveal that something or someone has changed or that your opinion is skewed …you stand your ground with a stubborn heart.   

This type of pride will not accept truth if it goes against what it already believes. 
This becomes extremely important for the Bel;
/2Cor 5:16 Therefore from now on we recognize no one according to the flesh; even though we have known Christ according to the flesh, yet now we know Him in this way no longer. 17 Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed away; behold, new things have come.\

Let me close with something all Christians should fully understand.
ANY prejudice against color or someone’s background or culture is a sign you are struggling with the sin of pride.
ELABORATE  -  black…  white…doesn’t matter it means you are filled with pride and you either need to grow up spiritually speaking or you are not truly born again and saved.

/Manifestations of pride come out in a critical spirit, stubbornness, prejudice, familiarity (negative), jealousy, insecurities, lack of forgiveness, lack of humility, temper tantrums, violence and in some cases criminal insanity.\



