Resurrection Sunday 2026

Happy resurrection day Royal Family!
Be prepared to do the Lord’s Supper at the end of the message.

HE is alive…yes, we serve the only one and true…living GOD, the Lord Jesus Christ.
We will be reading in John chapter 20 today so feel free to go there if you like.

You know, there is no secular scholar, archeologist or historian, with any degree of respect that denies the life and death of Jesus Christ. 
There is just as much proof if not more, that Jesus of Nazareth lived and was executed upon that cross at Calvary – as there is evidence, that Alexander the Great marched across the landscaping conquering territories for 10 years.
                              REPEAT
The question then is never truly the life and death of Jesus Christ – that is easily proven. It comes down to the resurrection of Jesus Christ, which also by the way… is very obviously proven.

There was no body in that tomb on the Sunday morning, that is a historic fact.
At least 4 to 6 Roman soldiers guarded that tomb and had no answers to the supernatural event that unfolded. The stone which took at least two or three men to roll aside was moved.
The eye witnesses, numbered in the hundreds… possibly a thousand or more. 

Men and women were beaten, jailed and executed because they would not denounce the resurrection of our LORD Jesus Christ. 
There is historic evidence beyond the apostles of those who suffered for the name of Jesus Christ.

Some of them suffered 30 or 40 years or more after the resurrection and still would not deny HIS resurrection, even when given the opportunity to face life or death.
The age-old question to all of us is …would you suffer and allow your family to suffer and then face death for a lie?
                       REPEAT
/The Apostle John’s account of the resurrection is very detailed. The face covering was meticulously folded. Jewish tradition called for tight and accurate wrapping of a body so it would be extremely time consuming to unravel it. Nothing in that tomb suggested a grave robbery, there was no sloppy evidence of a hurried event. The folding of the face covering and the stone rolled aside in the proper fashion, display a calm departure from that tomb.\ 
There was no hasty removal of the body, in fact it points to great care and a calm set of events. 
A well planned, supernatural resurrection event. 
/Jhn 20:1 Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene came early to the tomb, while it was still dark, and saw the stone already removed from the tomb.

In ancient Judaism a new day begins at sundown. This means that by 7pm Saturday night it was a new day (Sunday). Yom-Rishon the first day and also at this time it was the Day of First Fruits.\
Incredible coincidence, that it just so happened, to all fall in the sequence after the Passover meal, the day of Unleavened bread and the day of first fruits on that Sunday. 
Jesus was the Passover Lamb on that holy day and HE became the first fruit of a resurrected life on that Sunday.
                          REPEAT
The true First-fruit arose from that tomb.
Jhn 20:2 So she ran and came to Simon Peter and to the other disciple whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken the Lord from the tomb, and we do not know where they have put Him.”

Jhn 20:3 So Peter and the other disciple left, and they were going to the tomb.
Jhn 20:4 The two were running together; and the other disciple ran ahead, faster than Peter, and came to the tomb first;
John had to give himself a little credit over Peter – an ongoing rivalry!
Jhn 20:5 and he stooped to look in, and saw the linen wrappings lying there; however he did not go in.
The Apostle John only poked his head into the entrance of the tomb.

Jhn 20:6 So Simon Peter also came, following him, and he entered the tomb; and he looked at the linen wrappings lying there,
/Jhn 20:7 and the face-cloth which had been on His head, not lying with the linen wrappings but folded up in a place by itself.

The face covering was a full sack and wrappings, often referred to as a crown of death. Jesus removed the crown of death, neatly folded it and pushed it off to the side – it was no longer holding any authority or meaning, it was defeated and useless.\  
Oh death where is your victory…oh death where is your sting?! (Hosea 13:14 & 1Cor 15:55).

Jhn 20:8 So the other disciple who had first come to the tomb also entered then, and he saw and believed.
Jhn 20:9 For they did not yet understand the Scripture, that He must rise from the dead.
3 ½ yrs of walking with, talking with and learning under HIS ministry and still it did not fully sink in.
Jhn 20:10 So the disciples went away again to their own homes.
Jhn 20:11 But Mary was standing outside the tomb, weeping; so as she wept, she stooped to look into the tomb;
/Jhn 20:12 and she saw two angels in white sitting, one at the head and one at the feet, where the body of Jesus had been lying.

The exact replica of the mercy seat on the ark of the covenant.\ 
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It is interesting, because history records the women who followed the Lord’s ministry were incredibly faithful. Right here we see the first witness is a faithful woman of GOD.
Mary Magedeline had been there during the wrapping of our Lord’s body. She was refusing to move…she stood at the mouth of the tomb, just outside weeping.
Jhn 20:13 And they said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them, “Because they have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they put Him.”
/Jhn 20:14 When she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, and yet she did not know that it was Jesus.

The Lord Jesus Christ will be the only scarred, resurrected body in heaven. Between the emotional overload of Mary and our Lord’s damaged features, she struggled with recognition.\ 

Jhn 20:15 Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you seeking?” Thinking that He was the gardener, she said to Him, “Sir, if you have carried Him away, tell me where you put Him, and I will take Him away.”
/Jhn 20:16 Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned and said to Him in Hebrew, “Rabboni!” (which means, Teacher).

It has Aramaic roots meaning a Master instructor. It is held in high regard over others, such as a ROYAL Teacher or superior leader (Lord).\ 

The same voice that had cast demons out of her years earlier was now commanding her attention once again. 
Jhn 20:17 Jesus said to her, “Stop clinging to Me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father; but go to My brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to My Father and your Father, and My God and your God.’”
Mary was emotionally overcome and refused to release our LORD.
While Jesus is the essence of compassion and love, HE was mission oriented – HE knew HE had 40 days to fulfill the last leg of this mission.
Jhn 20:18 Mary Magdalene came and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord,” and that He had said these things to her.

So it began, for forty days of appearances and many intimate teachings and fellowship dinners with the 11 apostles.
As well as public appearances in front of crowds and former followers of HIS ministry. 
There are verbal accounts in regions of the world such as in Egypt, parts of Asia and into Turkey and around Syria, that claim the appearance of a unique God-man during this time period as well. 

Some are called old wives’ tales and myths or fables – I’ll leave that to you to decide. 
/The evidence is real and has been researched thoroughly. The historically documented eyewitness accounts of Jesus’ after-death appearances which occurred on at least twelve separate occasions to more than 500 witnesses, including at least two skeptics, James the Just (half-brother) and Paul aka Saul. \
Both men went to a painful death proclaiming the risen savior. 

/ At least 12 recorded times Jesus was seen and probably heard during the resurrection. Jesus offered to let someone touch him on at least three occasions and two of which, were documented and well researched. Jesus showed the scars from his crucifixion on two occasions and ate food with his disciples on at least 3 – 4 documented occasions. On at least four occasions the witnesses responded to their encounter with the risen Jesus by worshipping him.\
Because HE is alive we can face tomorrow and because He is alive we are now able to face eternity with a calm assurance.
Eternal life is given to anyone who surrenders themselves to the truth of the person and work of Jesus Christ – the finished work of the risen Messiah.
/Jhn 3:16 “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only Son, so that  everyone who believes in Him will not perish, but have eternal life.

There is ONE narrow gate into heaven and that is faith alone in Christ alone. The true recognition you need a savior and HIS is the only one, one moment of the smallest faith in that fact, is all you need! \
The same GOD from the OT was the same God who went to that cross.
He is the same yesterday, today and forever. 
/Isa 45:22 “Turn to Me and be saved, all the ends of the earth; For I am God, and there is no other.

The preincarnate Christ who walked in the garden in the cool of the day – went to that cross for all of us!\
The same LORD who wrestled Jacob and sat in front of Abraham with HIS angels. 

The same Lord God, who stood in front of Joshua and prepared him for battle.
That is the one knocking and calling upon your soul – you simply need to accept the perfect work of HIS precious SON, the unique God-man, Jesus Christ.
Your past does not matter, your condition does not matter, because now your eternal position is forever changed.

When you believe upon TLJC Your identity is now in Christ;
/You died with Him (retro-active positional truth);
Rom 6:8 Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with Him, 9 knowing that Christ, having been raised from the dead, is never to die again; death no longer is master over Him. 
              (Col 2:20, 2Tim2:11)      \
Therefore, death is no longer a master over you and I!
Physical death is the beginning of eternal life – face to face with TLJC forever.
Spiritual death is separation from GOD, that is a position for the Unbeliever, the 2nd death is not for you. 
/You have been crucified with Him;
Gal 2:20 “I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me.
          (Rom 6:6, Gal 5:24, Gal 6:14) \
The OSN was nailed to the cross, you are a new creature in Christ!

/You were buried with Him;
Rom 6:4 Therefore we have been buried with Him through baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so we too may walk in newness of life.   (Col 2:12)\
WE MAY walk in the newness of a resurrected life right now in time – we have that ability. It comes down to our own free will decisions in time.
Even though there is a battle of flesh and spirit in the temporal life, we are given access to this Christ-like nature right now, in time! 

/We are resurrected with Him (current positional truth);
Rom 8:11 But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who dwells in you.
          (Rom 6:4-8, 2Cor 4:14)           \
The Resurrection of Jesus Christ is the ultimate celebration for the true Christian; it is only rivaled by the birth of our Lord and savior Jesus Christ. 
We are now living in the age of the church, the unique age of the body and bride of Christ, we are awaiting HIS return for us! 
HIS resurrection sealed eternal security for all Believers. 
/1Cor 15:51 Behold, I am telling you a mystery; we will not all sleep, but we will all be changed, 52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet; for the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed.

The RAPTURE – a part of mystery doctrine, this mystery written about over 20x in NT teachings.\
There will be no more sorrow, no more tears and no more pain…we are eternally secure with HIM forever in heaven.

Not because we are good… or we are working for entrance into heaven – Jesus came and gave HIMSELF up for the whole world, in spite of our arrogance, failures, sins and wrong doings.
HIS LIFE is now your life.
His suffering and death you have shared in at the moment of salvation.
Because you are now forever in union with Christ – HIS resurrection is now your resurrected life of perfection, guaranteed in heavenly bliss for all of eternity.

Let us get ready to partake of the LORD’s supper. In doing so, remind yourself of all HE did for this lost and dying world. 
/Heb 2:9 But we do see Him who was made for a little while lower than the angels, namely, Jesus, because of His suffering death crowned with glory and honor, so that by the grace of God He might taste death for everyone.

Heb 12:2 Looking only at Jesus, the originator and perfecter of the faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the   cross, despising the shame, and has sat  down at the right hand of the throne of God.\
On the night our LORD was so bitterly betrayed, HE broke bread and gave thanks, saying – THIS IS MY BODY I GIVE TO YOU. Take and eat.
In remembrance of our Lord let us eat the bread. 

In the same manner Our Lord lifted up the cup and gave thanks. Saying – THIS CUP IS A NEW COVENANT, IN MY BLOOD, DO THIS, AS OFTEN AS YOU DRINK IT, IN REMEMBERANCE OF ME.
For as often as we eat this bread and drink the cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He returns.
LET US DRINK THE CUP.
Let us pray…amen
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