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A Photo Essay

By Aaron Brame

In April, my brother and I hiked Bright Angel Trail from the rim of

the Grand Canyon to our campground, which sat on a tributary of the
Colorado River near Phantom Ranch. After two nights there, we made
the difficult ascent up the canyon wall on the South Kaibab T,rail Here’s
\yhy [ decided to carry two vintage film cameras with me on thisjourne
instead of just taking pictures on my phone, and what the experience g

taught me about answering the muse.

hotographs are important to me. Always
have been.
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going to be hiking the whole thing in a few month e}r]e
first thing I realized was that I was going to ha B
get my ass in shape. I also knew that | had to ﬁve =
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I shoot the old-fashioned way. I make my
photographs by hand. My tools are the old cameras
that expose light to film, the chemicals that transfigure
film into negatives, and a scanner that digitizes my
negatives and brings the images on them to life.

I wanted to be creative on my terms during this
adventure, even though I knew it was going to take
some extra effort and planning. Here are some lessons

I learned about bringing my artistic practice along on
the adventure.

Tip 1: Keep it Inexpensive

You wouldn’t take money to Vegas that you're not
prepared to give to a blackjack dealer, right? Well,
you shouldn’t take cameras with you on a strenuous
canyon hike unless you’re ready to see them get
smashed at the bottom of some ravine.

[ couldn’t take my rarest or most expensive
cameras on a hike like that. So, I chose two smaller
ones that I thought could survive the journey, and that
wouldn’t break my heart if they didn’t. Here’s what

I packed:
_ One Diana medium-format from the late 1960s or

1970s ($40 on eBay).

One Olympus Trip 35-millimeter point-and-shoot

from the 1970s ($80 at an estate sale).

Enough color 35.millimeter and 120 film to cover

me ($93 online). .

My entire photography kit fit into a single poulch
in my pack, weighed only 2 few pounds, and cost 1€sS
than a decent GoPro kit.

Naturally, I still had to pay to
processed and the images scann¢

approach served my purposes well.
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Tip 2: Keep it Simple
When you are ona long hike, }
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