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Welcome Remarks 
            

Ladies and gentlemen,  
 
Welcome to the Mid-Autumn Festival celebration Gala! My 
name is Kevin Yang, the chairman of the Mid-Autumn Festival 
celebration committee.  
 
The Mid-Autumn Festival is a traditional holiday in Chinese 
culture for over 3000 years. On this day, the moon is at its 
brightest and fullest size. Families gather together to watch the 

moon, express their wishes and dreams for the future. 
 

In the vast expanse of history, countless souls have been moved by dreams. When 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. uttered the words, "I have a dream," he spoke of an America 
where everyone, irrespective of race, color, or creed, would stand shoulder to shoulder in 
unity. Years later, on the other side of the globe, my dream led me to Houston, Texas, 
creating a life rich in experiences and opportunities. 

 
As a young child in China, America always seemed like a land of boundless 

opportunities. The tales of success, the allure of freedom, and the promise of a life where 
every individual could be the master of their destiny were seductive. So, when the 
opportunity arose, I embarked on this journey, fueled by an intense desire to craft a 
beautiful future in this new land. 

 
However, as with any epic tale, this journey was neither smooth nor devoid of 

challenges. The first few months in Houston were full of excitement and homesickness. I 
was enthralled by the city's diversity, its modern infrastructure juxtaposed against pockets 
of rich history. But I also grappled with the feeling of being an outsider. The cultural and 
linguistic differences sometimes felt insurmountable, and there were days when the weight 
of isolation bore down heavily. 
 

But as Martin Luther King Jr. said, "We must accept finite disappointment but never 
lose infinite hope." The dream that had brought me to Houston was powerful enough to 
carry me through the struggles. Every morning, I would remind myself that dreams are 
realized not through wishes, but through unwavering perseverance and hard work. 
 

Over time, I channeled my energy into constructive endeavors. I learned English 
with a fervor, knowing that language is the key to understanding and integrating into a  
new culture. I sought out community groups, building connections and friendships with 
both fellow immigrants and native Houstonians. These relationships not only helped me  
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But my journey was not just about personal integration. I aspired to contribute 
positively to American society. Houston, with its blend of cultures, became both my 
canvas and my muse. I collaborated with different ethnic groups, sharing my own heritage 
and absorbing theirs. Together, we created platforms to celebrate diversity, from cultural 
festivals to community outreach programs. 
 

Today, as I reflect on my journey, I realize that my dream has evolved. From a 
personal quest for a better life, it has transformed into a shared dream – one where every 
individual, regardless of their background, can coexist harmoniously, enriching the 
American tapestry with their unique threads. 
 

This dream is not just mine. It belongs to every immigrant who stepped onto 
American soil, brimming with hope. It belongs to every individual who, regardless of their 
origin, dreams of a world where everyone can pursue their aspirations and achieve their 
highest potential. 
 

As I stand in Houston, looking out at the city that embraced me and allowed me to 
realize my dreams, I am reminded that dreams are powerful. They have the ability to 
transcend borders, break barriers, and knit together a society that celebrates diversity as 
its strength. As a proud Houstonian and a Chinese immigrant, I have a dream, and though 
the journey is long and filled with challenges, it is a dream that sustains me every day. It 
is a dream that I share with Americans of all backgrounds, united in the pursuit of 
happiness, freedom, and a better life for all. 
 
In the end, please allow me to wish my compatriots in Chinese. 

 
 
Thank you for joining us for the celebration! Happy Mid-Autumn Festival!  
 
Gala Chair 
Kevin Yang 
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2023 Mid-Autumn Festival Gala Agenda  
 
 

5: 00PM Registration, Silent Auction, Live Music 
  
 
5: 30PM VIP Reception 
  

     
6: 30PM Lion and Dragon Dance 
  

       
6: 35PM Program Begins Master of Ceremony Ms. Han Jiang Mr. Jun Lu 

        
Ms. Jinlu Liu Mr. Jian Ma 

 

6: 37PM Introduction of Special Guests Master of Ceremony  
    
 
6:45PM Congratulation Speeches 
  

Chair, Co-Chairs, CCC President and Chairman Receive Proclamation & Congratulatory Letters from Honorable Guests 
  

 

1.Peijun Wang The Honorable Counselor of the Embassy of P.R.C. in the US 

2. Sheila Jackson Lee The Honorable Congresswoman of the US 

3.Jingjing Zhang The Honorable Representative of US Congressman Troy Nehls 

4.Bricen Whitaker The Honorable Representative of US Congresswoman Lizzie Fletcher 

5.John Whitmare The Honorable Senator, State of Texas 

6. Gene Wu The Honorable State Representative, State of Texas 

7.Jennifer Knesek The Honorable Representative of State Senator Joan Huffman 

8. Peter Huang The Honorable Representative of State Representative Angie Chen Button 

9. KP George The Honorable Fort Bend County Judge 

10. Andy Myers The Honorable Fort Bend County Commissioner 

11. Bobby Eberle The Honorable Fort Bend Republican Chairman 

12. Howard Paul The Honorable Fort Bend Republican Precinct Chair 

13. Alice C. Chen The Honorable Council Member of the Stafford City 

14. Alice Lee The Honorable Representative of Harris County Commissioner Lesley Briones 

15. Edward Pollard The Honorable Council Member of the Houston City 

 
7:00PM Welcome Remarks Mr. Baohua Yang Gala Chair 
    
   

  7:10PM Toasting and Lantern Dr. Yuxin Fan Chair of Board, Chinese Civic Center 
    

  Dr. Yichuan Fang President, Chinese Civic Center
            

                                             Mr. Baohua Yang            Gala Chair 
                                                                                                     

 
7:15PM 2023 “Distinguished Friends of China" Award Presentation and Speech 
 2023 “ ”  

 
            Introduction of 2023 Awardees               Dr. Yichuan Fang     President, Chinese Civic Center 
                        2023                                        
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Award Presentation                              Dr. Yuxin Fan            Chair of Board, Chinese Civic Center 

                                    
                                                                                   Mr.Baohua Yang      Gala Chair 
                                                                                                  
 
                     Awardee’s Speech   
                     
 

7:25PM           2023 “Outstanding Public Service Award” Award Presentation and Speech  
     2023 “ “   

7: 35 PM        Live Auction Wen Sun Jun Lu 
    

 

7:45PM Entertainment  
                          

8:15PM        Introduction of CCC Adult Daycare Center 
    -  

 
8:20PM           2023 CCC Outstanding Contribution Award Presentation

2023  

 
8:25PM           2023 CCC Outstanding Service Award Presentation  

 2023  

 
8:30PM 2023 CCC HuaSheng High School Student Scholarship Presentation 

 2023 -  
  

8:50PM Raffle )  

 

9:00PM Closing Remarks  
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2023  
2023 Mid-Autumn Festival Gala Honorary Chair Committees 

 

Stephen Le Jr.

 

2023  
2023 Mid-Autumn Festival Gala Executive Committees 

 
 :  

   Gala Chair: Kevin Yang 
    :      :  

            Vice Chair: Honorary Chair: Yuxin Fan 

 Yuxin Fan
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Entertainment Program  

 

 

@50 50 Dreamers - Documentary short film  

  Filming Production: Walsun Media LLC 

Bellaire Boulevard  

 /  Lyrics/Composer: Jeremy Cai  

 Solo and Narrative   

 Guitar  

 Sand Painting: Grace Zhang 

The Moon over the River on a Spring Night

         Bamboo Flute  

 Electric Guitar  

 Keyboard  

 Lotus   

       Choreographer  Siqi Luo 

Dancers:  OAEC - Aimee Wang   Angelina Li   Miura Goh   

        Virginia Wu   Amanda Mo   Xinrui Yang   Jasmine Lu   Aria Wang  

 

/ Tomorrow Will Be Better / We Are The World 

                  

                     Wenlin Music Studio:  Violin-Henry Yu   Guitar-Weilang Wang   

                     Vocal-Tomas Ramirez   Adelyn Smart   Amber Lu   Alexander Lockwood
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Glen Gangduo  

  

  

  

  

  

QQ   QQ

  

SKW Realty  

Verda Health Care  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Ada Wang  

Sandy Xu  

John   

Larry Wang   

Susan Zhao  

  

  



     2023                   2023 Greater Houston Area Mid-Autumn Festival Gala 

  

  2023.09.17                             

  

  

  

  

AALC  

  

  

  

Ideal Event  

  

  

  

  

  Sun Yat-sen University Alumni Association

  

  

  

  Asian Chamber of Commerce

  

  

  

  

  

  

Yu Enterprise  

  

  

BTIC American Corportation  

HITTA  

Eight By Four Construction  

  

 Schafer   
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Wang Foundation for sight restoration  

  

  

  

  

Fanale  

Foster LLP   

  

  

LCC Construction Company  

  

  

  

  

  

Value Power  
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Address:5905 Sovereign Drive, Houston, Texas 77036 Phone 713 772 1133 Web www.chineseciviccenter.org
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2023 

2023 DISTINGUISHED FRIEND OF CHINA

Mike Chennault
Grandson of Clare Lee Chennault

Mike Chennault was born on July 16, 1950 in Jacksonville, 
Florida. He spent his childhood in College Park, a suburb of 
Atlanta. He graduated with a degree in Business from Auburn 
University. His father was a flight dispatcher for Southern 
Airways.
Mike Chennault is a grandson of the Gen. Clare Lee Chennault. 
He was eight years old when his grandfather passed away. He has 
some fond memories of his grandfather. Mike lived in Georgia 
and Clare in Louisiana but there were occasional visits to his 
house. He remembers his grandfather could wiggle his ears, 
which always brought giggles from the grandchildren. He also 
recalls his grandfather having breakfast with him.
His first job after graduating from Auburn was as a customer 
service representative for a credit card company. A sales job with 
Westinghouse Electric Supply sent him to Houston in 1976. He 

spent the bulk of his career in sales and marketing positions for 42 years, and retired in 2020. 

Gen. Claire Lee Chennault was born in Commerce, TX. 
Chennault is a famous man, widely renowned as the glamorous 
leader of the World War II “Flying Tigers.” His heroics against 
Japanese forces in the Far East made him an enduring legend. He 
made great contributions to save China.

In 1937, he arrived in China with the mission of making a 
survey of the Chinese Air Force.

In 1938, he started to train a new Chinese Air Force from 
an American mold, and made a great contribution by training a 
new generation of Chinese Air Force bomber and fighter pilots

In 1941, he and his "Flying Tigers" fought the superior 
Japanese force, flew scouting missions, and guarded western 
China against Japanese forces.
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INTRODUCTION OF THE DISTINGUISHED FRIENDS OF CHINA

“ ”

2000 “ ” 1970
“ ”

“ ”

The Chinese Civic Center and Chinese Community in the Great Houston area annually honor distinguished friends of China 
who have dedicated years to promote friendship between United States and China since 1970. Efforts and accomplishment 
include:

Have developed or implemented successful cultural, educational exchange programs fostering interaction and mutual 
understanding between people in the two great nations.
Have made great efforts and impact in improvement of economic and political climate of US-China relations.
Have initiated or built up constructive business, trade, research projects with partners in China which will benefit both 
China and the USA in future.
Have been supportive to the development of the Chinese-American Communities.

The awards winners were announced and honored at the annual celebration Gala in Houston, Texas since 2000.

Following are Distinguished Friends of China Award recipients since 2000:

1. Charles Foster, Chairman, Asia Society Texas (2000)
2. Ralph O'Connor, Board Member, Houston - Shenzhen Sister City Association (2000)
3. Chase Untermeyer, Director of Public Relation, Compac (2001)
4. Mark Leonardo, Vice President, Shell (2001)
5. Lee P Brown, Mayor, City of Houston (2002)
6. Houston Rockets (Corporate Friend) (2003)
7. Thod “Bob’ Smith, Former Chairman, Board of Regents, University of Houston System (2004)
8. Dr. Jay Gogue, Chancellor, University of Houston System, President, University of Houston (2004)
9. ConocoPhillips (Corporate Friend) (2005)
10. Bill White, Mayor, City of Houston (2006)
11. Dr. David W. Leebron, President, Rice University (2007)
12. Continental Airlines (Corporate Friend) (2008)
13. Former President George W H Bush and Barbara Bush (2009)
14. Yao Ming, NBA player of Houston Rockets (2009)
15. Jose H. Villarreal, the U.S. Commissioner General World Expo 2010 Shanghai (2010)
16. Dr. Raymond N. DuBois Jr. Vice President The University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center (2011)
17. Dr. Ronald A. DePinho, President of The University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center (2011)
18. Dr. Lynda Chin, University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center (2011)
19. John S. Watson, Chairman of the board and chief executive officer of Chevron Corporation (2012)
20. Adrian Garcia, Harris County Sheriff (2013)
21. Charles A. McClelland, Jr., Chief of the Houston Police Department (2013)
22. John M. Rudley, President of Texas Southern University (2014)
23. Juliet K. Stipeche, J.D, President of HISD Trustee Board (2014)
24. Nell Chennault Calloway, Director of Chennault Aviation & Military Museum (2015)
25. Stephen Le , Sr. Funder Greatland Investment, Inc. (2015)
26. Stewart Morris, President and Past Co-Chief Executive Officer Stewart Information Services Corporation (2016)
27. James A. Baker, III, 61st Secretary of State of USA (2017)
28. Houston Rockets (2018)
29. Sylvester Turner, 62nd mayor of Houston (2019) 
30. Janis Burke, CEO of Harris County-Houston Sports Authority (2022)
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2023 
2023 Outstanding Public Service Award

          Sylvester Turner, Mayor, City of Houston
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2023  

2023 CCC Outstanding Contribution Award 
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2023 

2023 CCC Outstanding Service Award 
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 2021  

 

 

  

Isabell Gu.  

Stephen F 

Austin High 

School 

Grade 12th 

Aaron You  

Stephen F. 

Austin High 

School 

Grade 12th 

 

Andy Wei  

Stephen F. 

Austin High 

School 

Grade 12th 

Charles Jiu 

Bellaire High 

School  

Grade: 12th  

Justin Li  

Dulles High 

School  

Grade 12th 

Crystal Wang  

Jordan High 

School  

Grade: 12th 

Maggie Yuan  

Dulles High 

School  

Grade  12th 

Michael 

Yu (Qia 

Yu)  
William P 

Clements 

High School  Grade 12th 

 

 

 

2023   
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           Qia Yu                         Isabell Gu 
 

2022

 

2023  

2023  
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