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Welcome Remarks

Ladies and gentlemen,

Welcome to the Mid-Autumn Festival celebration Gala! My
name is Kevin Yang, the chairman of the Mid-Autumn Festival
celebration committee.

The Mid-Autumn Festival is a traditional holiday in Chinese
culture for over 3000 years. On this day, the moon is at its
brightest and fullest size. Families gather together to watch the
moon, express their wishes and dreams for the future.

In the vast expanse of history, countless souls have been moved by dreams. When
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. uttered the words, "I have a dream," he spoke of an America
where everyone, irrespective of race, color, or creed, would stand shoulder to shoulder in
unity. Years later, on the other side of the globe, my dream led me to Houston, Texas,
creating a life rich in experiences and opportunities.

As a young child in China, America always seemed like a land of boundless
opportunities. The tales of success, the allure of freedom, and the promise of a life where
every individual could be the master of their destiny were seductive. So, when the
opportunity arose, I embarked on this journey, fueled by an intense desire to craft a
beautiful future in this new land.

However, as with any epic tale, this journey was neither smooth nor devoid of
challenges. The first few months in Houston were full of excitement and homesickness. I
was enthralled by the city's diversity, its modern infrastructure juxtaposed against pockets
of rich history. But I also grappled with the feeling of being an outsider. The cultural and
linguistic differences sometimes felt insurmountable, and there were days when the weight
of isolation bore down heavily.

But as Martin Luther King Jr. said, "We must accept finite disappointment but never
lose infinite hope." The dream that had brought me to Houston was powerful enough to
carry me through the struggles. Every morning, I would remind myself that dreams are
realized not through wishes, but through unwavering perseverance and hard work.

Over time, I channeled my energy into constructive endeavors. I learned English
with a fervor, knowing that language is the key to understanding and integrating into a
new culture. I sought out community groups, building connections and friendships with
both fellow immigrants and native Houstonians. These relationships not only helped me
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But my journey was not just about personal integration. I aspired to contribute
positively to American society. Houston, with its blend of cultures, became both my
canvas and my muse. I collaborated with different ethnic groups, sharing my own heritage
and absorbing theirs. Together, we created platforms to celebrate diversity, from cultural
festivals to community outreach programs.

Today, as I reflect on my journey, I realize that my dream has evolved. From a
personal quest for a better life, it has transformed into a shared dream — one where every
individual, regardless of their background, can coexist harmoniously, enriching the
American tapestry with their unique threads.

This dream is not just mine. It belongs to every immigrant who stepped onto
American soil, brimming with hope. It belongs to every individual who, regardless of their
origin, dreams of a world where everyone can pursue their aspirations and achieve their
highest potential.

As I stand in Houston, looking out at the city that embraced me and allowed me to
realize my dreams, I am reminded that dreams are powerful. They have the ability to
transcend borders, break barriers, and knit together a society that celebrates diversity as
its strength. As a proud Houstonian and a Chinese immigrant, [ have a dream, and though
the journey is long and filled with challenges, it is a dream that sustains me every day. It
is a dream that 1 share with Americans of all backgrounds, united in the pursuit of
happiness, freedom, and a better life for all.

In the end, please allow me to wish my compatriots in Chinese.

WREE, HREH, TEFLWIRE, —HERKRE!
Thank you for joining us for the celebration! Happy Mid-Autumn Festival!

Gala Chair
Kevin Yang
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2023 Mid-Autumn Festival Gala Agenda B E;RTE

5: 00PM Registration, Silent Auction, Live Music
AR, TEMSE, BmE R

5:30PM VIP Reception
SRR

6: 30PM Lion and Dragon Dance

SETC SRR A AK
6: 35PM Program Begins Master of Ceremony Ms. Han Jiang Mr. Jun Lu
A == JT 45 A == =357 ZEH iU
Ms. Jinlu Liu Mr. Jian Ma
pURES L g
6: 37PM Introduction of Special Guests Master of Ceremony
TTEN N MeEH

6:45PM Congratulation Speeches
B REE B
Chair, Co-Chairs, CCC President and Chairman Receive Proclamation & Congratulatory Letters from Honorable Guests

et B W, PO pAT I, SRR B

1. Peijun Wang The Honorable Counselor of the Embassy of P.R.C. in the US

2. Sheila Jackson Lee The Honorable Congresswoman of the US

3. Jingjing Zhang The Honorable Representative of US Congressman Troy Nehls

4. Bricen Whitaker The Honorable Representative of US Congresswoman Lizzie Fletcher

5. John Whitmare The Honorable Senator, State of Texas

6. Gene Wu The Honorable State Representative, State of Texas

7. Jennifer Knesek The Honorable Representative of State Senator Joan Huffman

8. Peter Huang The Honorable Representative of State Representative Angie Chen Button

9. KP George The Honorable Fort Bend County Judge

10. Andy Myers The Honorable Fort Bend County Commissioner

11. Bobby Eberle The Honorable Fort Bend Republican Chairman

12. Howard Paul The Honorable Fort Bend Republican Precinct Chair

13. Alice C. Chen The Honorable Council Member of the Stafford City

14. Alice Lee The Honorable Representative of Harris County Commissioner Lesley Briones

15. Edward Pollard The Honorable Council Member of the Houston City

7:00PM Welcome Remarks Mr. Baohua Yang Gala Chair
YSUIES g2 MEEE R
7:10PM Toasting and Lantern Dr. Yuxin Fan Chair of Board, Chinese Civic Center
BRI A X PN TR tE NG O ER S T

Dr. Yichuan Fang President, Chinese Civic Center
Ji— )it o E &S LT K
Mr. Baohua Yang Gala Chair
e e W2 3 7

7:15PM 2023 “Distinguished Friends of China" Award Presentation and Speech
2023 “rp[EZ K7 AR KR

Introduction of 2023 Awardees Dr. Yichuan Fang  President, Chinese Civic Center
R 2023 AP EZ K Ji— e T E NES O HRAT
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Award Presentation Dr. Yuxin Fan Chair of Board, Chinese Civic Center
i Jo BTt HE NES O ESH S EE
Mr.Baohua Yang  Gala Chair
MRS M 2L )R
Awardee’s Speech
BT PR
7:25PM 2023 “Outstanding Public Service Award” Award Presentation and Speech

2023 “ASHE N FLHR 55 2 AL K B

7:35PM Live Auction Wen Sun Jun Lu
b7 Ei S FINA BE0R
7:45PM Entertainment
WETEH

8:15PM Introduction of CCC Adult Daycare Center
HE NGB OB R EE AR

8:20PM 2023 CCC Outstanding Contribution Award Presentation
2023 E GG Bh O A XA TR 2R A A

8:25PM 2023 CCC Outstanding Service Award Presentation
2023 T E N GE S Ak DA IR 55 2

8:30PM 2023 CCC HuaSheng High School Student Scholarship Presentation
2023 FENES) O T e AR E S

8:50PM Raffle (#i12%)

9:00PM Closing Remarks (Hi&45W)
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2023 Mid-Autumn Festival Gala Honorary Chair Committees

BB MRED, BRIORL. BREEUE. RER. DR SOR. R, TOE. R, MRS, EE, FRE, )l [RE,
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2023 KRBT BB X H ik BEAHE S
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2023 Mid-Autumn Festival Gala Executive Committees

* JE - Rk

Gala Chair: Kevin Yang
AT TR

g X EE AN

Vice Chair: Patrick Powers

B Coordinator General:
77—l Fang, Yichuan

1)\l # Bl Corporate Sponsorship:
# ¥ Huang, Chen
) Qing, Mei
JEEF Fan, Yuxin

1+ X # B Community Sponsorship:
G

2N Hﬁ
BEE
X By
%
SRRl
ThE
JITH T
MR

Chen, Casey
Yang, Kevin
Liu, Xin

Xu, Yu

Wang, Yifan
Wang, Xiaofen
Wan, Liping
Yang, Deqing

P, Secretary:
B Zhao, Ming
£ # Ren,Yi
X E Tang, David
5 Wu, Wei
& &4 Stage Support:
MREHE Chen, Casey
i HM Program Book:
# B3 Zhao, Ming
JA & Zhou, Aiping
W45 Treasurer:
Ji5Z34 Zhou, Aiping
A5 & Public Relations:
¥4 Kevin Yang
i T 4% Media Relations:
gikZ 3t Zhang, Jingkun
Y14 Cha, Jennifer
WRHE Medals:
X155  Chang, Susan
1605 K 55 4L Flowers
F4ATHE  Chen, Casey
152 Live Auction:
N [& Sun, David
X4 Liu, Jinglu
T 3L Silent Auction:
% N Xu, Yu
5%—H Emma Wu
2 Raffle Ticket:
# ¥X Huang, Chen
Isabell Gu
Qia Yu

=

Honorary Chair: Yuxin Fan

.24 Scholarship:

TR 25 dif

M B

Zhang, Jingkun
Kevin Yang
Yuxin Fan
Fang, Yichuan
Yuan, Jian
Zhao, Liang
Xin Lin

M 44 Award Nomination:

LB
T
MEF

Fan, Yuxin
Fang, Yichuan
Kevin Yang

2x1%47i B Decoration:

XS 5
52 i
%
UMy
%
R R
HvEIH

LR

Tang, David
Chen, Casey
Liang, Yangyan
Xu, Yu

Qing, Mei

Xu, Tracy
Yang, Henry
Huang, Kelly
Wu, Wei

Nancy Xie
Bt FEHEARF VIP Host:

o

ER
25—l
biiee
it
k)
b

7 i
TSl
bi i

Fan, Yuxin
Fang, Yichuan
Yang, Kevin
Jin, Min
Zhang, Elaine

4 sally

Li, Annie
Chen, Leon
Yang, Wanqing

M| 2% VIP Reception

Patrick Powers
Qing, Mei
Liu, Xin

Jia, Zhong

+
g
X)Wy
WEZ57 Tea Art:
7oL

L KNEES) Registr

R
i
WEE

Zhao, Meiping

ation & Host:

Chen, Casey
Chan, Cindy
Xie, Louise

Wang, Linda
Xu, Crystal

K58 Performance Director:
2 %% Cai,Yi
ZiRES Art Director:
fifi ¥ Bao, Ling
HIERE A Contributor
I8 Lu, Jun
FFA MC:

%

%

f%  Jiang, Han

ff 08 Lu, Jun

X4 Ly, Jinglu

o f# Ma, lian
S5 Stage Director:

=JME  Yixiu Yan

S Tang, David
& &S5 Stage Vice Director:

AN
=

75 Xie, Jiafang
T i Lil%ht Control:

&4 Shang, Yuesheng
B i Sound Control:

% % Chen, Louis

7L & lJiang, John

k£ 3 Zhang, Jingkun
HWLAHI{E Short Video:

B4 Cha, Jennifer

LZEZF Chou, Jiaqi
15541 PPT Slides:

Kl Zhang, Kevin
Bl IR Live Music:

YRR Li, Hongling
JE £33 F¥ Stage Support:

XA Liv, Genming

YL % Jiang, John
KIZC 8L Program Graphic Design

Ji5Z 3 Zhou, Aiping
k4 b5% Name Tag:

Y7 Liang, Yangyan

Z=7kfH  Chin, Ringheng
%5 Photography:

Bill Ma Ma, Bill

KB Lou, Zhuomin

2% He, Sherry
GAIRJT Security:

XI| W Liu, Xin

XM Liu, Genming

# EX Huang, Chen
1£43 )i 5] Legal Consultation:

k7R Zhang, Elaine
T HF Script writing support
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Entertainment Program K 235 H B
B B8 EAEN. i 2604 SiMs

2R ((ZF@50) 50 Dreamers - Documentary short film
RIEHIE Filming Production: Walsun Media LLC
g (BFIKE) Bellaire Boulevard

YEiRl/AERR Lyrics/Composer: Jeremy Cai

if

1€ Solo and Narrative: L)

17

EHith Guitar: X

db

/= =/PHE Sand Painting: Grace Zhang

/!

BRAE (FiIEB®) The Moon over the River on a Spring Night
5 Bamboo Flute: E7M&
FBEAth Electric Guitar: X
#2742 Keyboard: Z=HtHK

5EIE () Lotus
#mEE Choreographer: Sigi Luo

g2 Dancers: OAEC - Aimee Wang Angelina Li Miura Goh
Virginia Wu Amanda Mo Xinrui Yang Jasmine Lu Aria Wang
B8 (PBREEIF/YiE—=) Tomorrow Will Be Better / We Are The World
EIg: (IR B IE RS
Wenlin Music Studio: Violin-Henry Yu Guitar-Weilang Wang

Vocal-Tomas Ramirez Adelyn Smart Amber Lu Alexander Lockwood
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Organizers

Chinese Civic Center

Guangdong Association

Northeastern Chinese Association

Henan Association

Houston Chuan Yu Association

Anhui Association of Texas

North Houston Chinese Association

Houston Shanghai Friendship Association
Greater Houston Jiangsu Association

Alliance For China’'s Peaceful Reunification, Texas
Chinese Women Happiness Readers Club
CGCC-Houston

Zhejiang Association

Inner Mongolian Association

Pearland Chinese Association

Jiangxi Association

Chinese Association of Professional in Sci & Tech
Hua Xia Chinese School

Houston Dragon Academy

Shandong Fellowship Association

Texas Teo Chew Temple

CCC PingPong Club

Shaolin Temple Cultural Center

Wong Family Benevolent Association of Houston
Asian Chamber of Commerce

Fujian Association
Sun Yat-sen University Alumni Association
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H K B B B B BLAL

R
fE AT

aEA
ZERE

IR
RIINI
WiE

GR

] 5 =
B2
DRIRARAL Y

BE

Glen Gangduo

FH TS Bl R O
%R 2R g 2
R 2L R
HRRAT

HAEER

QQ Hip=

KRBT

SKW Realty

Verda Health Care
TFRT

H4R

JI T

BT

TR

gels

25

Ada Wang
Sandy Xu
John #R4d
Larry Wang R
Susan Zhao
Ji 5 K et
77—l

Mid-Autumn GALA SPONSORS

JADE
American First National Bank

RUBY
BaohuaYang
Li Sha

Leon Chen
Wanging Yang

EMERALD

Susan Chang Real Estate
Patrick Powers

Walsun Media LLC

GOLD

Glen Gangduo
MEDXSUNSHINE Center
CGCC-Houston

Memorial Hermann Hospital
East West Bank

Jusgo Supermarket

QQ Realty

Southwestern National Bank
SKW Realty

Verda Health Care

Houston Dragon Academy

SILVER

Liping Wang

Ke Chen

Chen Huang

Yong Yu

David Du

Ada Wang

Sandy Xu

John Yang couple
Larry Wang couple
Susan Zhao

Yan Zhou’s Family
Yichuan Fang
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X1 iy

REFF LB S
A L AR e D 2
SIS

AALC

WL IE 2 4>
R
WM 2= 1E

Ideal Event

fREFE 22

WSS

RERAEERS

WA 22

Hl R 2R 2
EXmLARRFZ &
AL £ 2

B N5 B O S B BRAE AR5
DR

M ZHE 2 2=

MR ERS

JTARE S

Lx e

FL AR NP2

JE R B e N w2

Yu Enterprise

Zra RS

R —4RAT

BTIC American Corportation
HITTA

Eight By Four Construction
DIRSE LA

et Schafer JIEBEK

ol

TR Bl

B

FEE

PN b A 0
5K [F] 8

Houston Shanghai Friendship Association
Chinese Women Happiness Readers Club
Alliance For China's Peaceful Reunification, Texas
AALC

Zhejiang Association

Hua Xia Chinese School

Texas Teo Chew Temple

Ideal Event

Fujian Association

Greater Houston Jiangsu Association
Inner Mongolian Association

Henan Association

Sun Yat—sen University Alumni Association
Shandong Fellowship Association
Northeastern Chinese Association

CCC PingPong Club

Asian Chamber of Commerce

Anhui Association of Texas

Houston Chuan Yu Association

Guangdong Association
Chinese Association of Professional in Sci & Tech

Pearland Chinese Association
North Houston Chinese Association
Yu Enterprise

Allwin Insurance

Global One Bank

BTIC American Corportation
HITTA

Eight By Four Construction
Shaolin Temple Cultural Center
Schafer Badminton Academy

BROWN

James Shu

Min Jin
Jianwei Feng
Feng Li
Tongyan Zhang
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I GIN )

Wang Foundation for sight restoration
HOCHES

¥ EEAT

/N

TEERBE

Fanale

Foster LLP 2 E4EITRT
WO R

M=

LCC Construction Company
B e AR I 55
TR 55 P

% E & b

G E RIS 55 B
SRINERAT

Value Power

R

FE

e N AR TR

JI1 55

G g

5 PR

e T 4

gRE ARG
AR

paE
(USRI IEE P
RICIEAT

Wang Foundation for sight restoration

Auto Connect, Houston

Well Luck Co Inc

Complete Auto Center

Fanale Drinks

Foster LLP immigration law firm
Wong Family Benevolent Association of Houston
Lanxiang Yang

LCC Construction Company
Law Office of Solis & Yan, P.C.
Law office of Sung &Associates
American Weston Academy
Mosaic Paradigm Law Group PC
Golden Bank

Value Power

Yuan Yuan

Feixue Wang

Fun Kitchen
Trendy Dumpling

Sam'’s Insurance Agency

SPECIAL THANKS
Zhang Yaowu Art Center
Jiang, Yigiao

Ji Liu

Green Roots LLC
Diamond Hong INC
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THE HONORABLE ELAINE L. CHAO
WASHINGTON, D.C.

CONGRATULATIONS AND BEST WISHES TO

THE CHINESE CIVIC CENTER

ON THE OCCASION OF THE

2023 MID-AUTUMN FESTIVAL GALA
SEPTEMBER 17, 2023

X, Chao 2+ 2

ELAINE L. CHAO
18™ U.S. SECRETARY OF TRANSPORTATION
24™ U.S. SECRETARY OF LABOR
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ki

LRI

Proclamation of Congreggional Recognition

18" Bigtrict, Wexas
Pregented to the

CHINSE CIVIC CENTER

®n the occagion of the
2023 (Sreater Houston. Mial- Histumn Festival (Gl

WIHIERIAS, On Sunday, Scptember 17, 2023, the Chinse Civic Center will host and
cclebrate the 2023 Greater Houston Mid-Autumn Festival Gala. This night
cclebrating Chinese  heritage honors reunification, encourages cultural
diversity, promotes unity in Houston and the Greater Houston Area, and
recognizes this ycar’s Award and Scholarship recipients; and

WHIERFEAS, The Mid-Autumn Festival is an important traditional Chinese Festival that
falls on the 15" day of the cighth lunar month. Its name is fitting considering
that it is always celebrated in the middle of the autumn season. The day is
also known as the Moon Festival and the Festival of Reunion. It is the time
of the year the moon can be found at its roundest and brightest and the
symbolization of the full moon symbolizes the reunion of family; and

WHEREAS, The Mid-Autumn Festival is an evening of celebration where the community,
friends, and family all gather to light lanterns, cat festive foods, and appreciate

the moon. This day is also considered a harvest festival since crops would
have been harvested by this time; and

The Mid-Autumn Festival celebrations date back more than 2,000 years ago.
The word "Mid-Autumn" first appeared in the famous ancient book Zhou L,
a book telling the rituals of the Zhou Dynasty. However, it was not until the
carly Tang Dynasty that the day was officially celebrated as a traditional
festival. It wasn’t a formal festival until the Song Dynasty and has become as
popular as the Spring Festival since the Ming and Qing dynasties.
Celebrations have continued ever since and more customs for marking this
occasion have been formed.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT' RESOLVED that, on behalf of the
constituents of the Eightcenth Congressional District of Texas, I take great
pride in recognizing the Chinse Civic Center on the occasion of the 2023
Greater Houston Mid-Autumn Festival Gala in Houston, Texas. Your
contributions and commitment to celebrating Chinese heritage, reunification,
and striving for harmony in our community reflect the spirit and pride of the
United States of America. Indeed, the Chinse Civic Center is most deserving
of the respect, admiration, and commendation of the United States Congress.

o

Sheila Jackson Lee
Member of Congress
September 17, 2023

2023.09.17 T3 E Rk



2023 KR X Ak B BT 2023 Greater Houston Area Mid-Autumn Festival Gala

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
WASHINGTON, D. C, 208158

AL Green

21 Cononessional Disrmicr

Housrows, Texas

September 17, 2023

Dear Friends:

I would like to extend greetings to the Chinese Civic Center as you gather for
your 2023 Mid-Autumn Festival Celebration Gala. On behalf of the constituents of
the Ninth Congressional District of Texas, I salute all organizers and participants on
their commitment to making this a memorable event.

With great enthusiasm, I salute the Chinese Civic Center for your unwavering
commitment to building a stronger Chinese American community through
leadership, service, collaboration, as well as multicultural education. I congratulate
you on this great occasion as you celebrate your 2023 Mid-Autumn Festival
Celebration Gala.

I look forward to working with the Chinese Civie Center on future endeavors
and to continue to serve you well as a Member of Congress. Best wishes to all for an
exciting and enjoyable festival.

Sincerely,
AE

Al Green
Member of Congress
Scion of the Enslaved Africans Sacrificed to Make America Great

D
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i
In Recognition Q.Sm
MID-AUTUMN FESTIVAL

Conpressman Clan @ronshauw cctonds ks best wishes to the Chineso Hmerisan commundsy fon tho
casaston of the M- Hutunn Foittrad, This s a timo for oclebrating and giving hanks to the moon,
g@&?ia&éa&@ Phank you to the Chinaso Commanity Gonton for
dolng i part to drengthon ma

September 17, 2023

Date Dan Crenshaw

Member of ﬁ::m_.:mm- X002
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Wasninaron Orrice

Lizzie FLETCHER
774 Diatrier, Texas 348 Canwown Houst Orrict BuiLoing
k Wassinaron, DC 20818

Houst Commirres an Entnor ano Commince OB SRewer)

Suscommrrter ox Enemay, Cumare
ano Gmio Secumty

Houasrow Orrices

Suscouwnzz‘_ou::unuuchr-ous 3700 Burralo SPCEowar. Sume 810
AND lECHNOLOGY CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES ec;;c:l?ﬂu Y; 7570“ =2
i OMwWAY &, SuiTe &
SN TEATICHNS Stk House oF REPRESENTATIVES Suaas Lawd, TX 77478

17131 363-8680

WasHineToN, D.C. 20518

FLercren House Gov

September 17, 2023

Chinese Civic Center
5905 Sovereign Dr
Houston, TX 77036

Dear Friends,

| write to recognize the Chinese Civic Center for their 2023 Mid-Autumn Festival Gala on
September 17, 2023. 1 join community members across Texas™ Seventh Congressional District
in celebrating of the Chinese Mid-Autumn Festival and the rich cultural diversity of our region.
I know it must be a memorable experience for all!

The Chinese Civic Center continues to excel in its efforts to uplift Chinese culture, strengthen
ties of mutual understanding and friendship between the United States and China, and build a
stronger Chinese American community in the Greater Houston Area.

I am proud to represent our diverse and dynamic community in the United States Congress, and [
and look forward to working together in the years ahead. Congratulations and thank you for

your contributions to our community!

Sincerely,

Lizzie Fletcher
Member of Congress

2023.09.17 TS [E R B3



2023 Greater Houston Area Mid-Autumn Festival Gala

2023 R 0 [X A K G B

SR - 72 PUBSID

SPYANG T .ﬁ.n.__b_asg.%&%zau i 238

Vs r B 2\ .,mmam.sbtﬁ&%w

/ /
/ >
/

PNALIT PUY UOTIVINDS JVANIINITINUL “UOLIDLOGV]]0I
‘wistaaarungon “drysiopra) Jo uossstue Jusvy-3uof
S 10 PIING 0F SIRULIUOD AFTUIT) I1AL7) ISIUIGT) 3 [ DALY
UOISHOLT 43]P245) 341 Ul 24nTyn7) a5aury") 4of (rtunuinio)
(2510415 v Suraagsof ur spuoffs ssajaury anof fo uorniudosos uf

I9JUI)) DAL ISAUTY)) ],

0L PIUISUD
u0131P033Y, puoissaibuo))

122dS f0 23191f1743))

2023.09.17 T3 EARE



2023 FARHT b [X Ak i 2 2023 Greater Houston Area Mid-Autumn Festival Gala

Crty oF HOUSTON Sylvester Tumer

Mayor

P.0. Box 1562
Houston, Texas 77251-1562

Telephone — Dial 311
www_houstontx.gov

September 17, 2023

Greetings,

As Mayor of Houston, | extend a warm welcome to all attending the 2023 Mid-Autumn Festival
Celebration Gala. The City of Houston has historically offered activities, organizations, and
services that are reflective of our commitment to fostering diversity. Our region greatly
benefits from its vibrant and thriving Chinese community, whose invaluable contributions to
society have enriched our diverse ethnic and cultural makeup.

The Chinese Civic Center is a nonprofit organization established in 1995 and serves the
Chinese-American community in the greater Houston area. The center's mission is to build
stronger community leadership, promote volunteerism, collaborative efforts, and muiti-cultural
This event fosters the mutual understanding and parinership among people with different
ethnic, national, and cultural backgrounds, and to strengthen the economic links and
cultural friendship between the United States and China.

| applaud the Chinese Culture Center the over 60 local organizations that have co-sponsored
this event and the nearly 1,000 business and community leaders, scholars, public officials,
and diplomats of the Greater Houston area in attendance.

Best wishes for a rewarding event and continued success.

Sincerely,

MN---‘U\: D

Sylvester Tumer
Mayor

Councll Members: Amy Peck  Tarsha Jackson Abtie Kamin  Carolyn Evans-Shabazz Dave Martn  Tiffany D. Thomas  Mary Nan Huffman Karta Clsneros
Robert Gallegos Edwar Polard Martha Castex-Taum Mike Knox Dawvid W. Robinson  Michas! Kubosh  Letita Pummer Salle Alcom

Cortroller: Chwis Brown
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Senator John Whitmire
Dean of the Texas Senate
Senate District 15
September 17, 2023
Greetings:

As Dean of the Texas Senate, | extend a warm and heartfelt welcome to all those participating
in the 2023 Mid-Autumn Festival Celebration Gala.

Since its establishment in 1995, the Chinese Civic Center has been instrumental in serving the
Chinese American community in the Houston area. It has also tirelessly worked towards
fostering friendship and mutual understanding between the United States and China.

Houston is truly fortunate to be the home of a thriving and vibrant Chinese community, whose
members make significant contributions to our city’s civic, cultural, economic, and spiritual life.
This event provides a wonderful opportunity for us to come together, celebrate unity, and
appreciate the richness of our diverse cultures.

Please accept my best wishes for a successful event.

g?: Ut

John Whitmire
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The Stat.e of Texas

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, The Chinese Civic Center in Houston is hosting the 2023
Mid-Autumn Festival Celebration Gala on September 17; and

WHEREAS, Established in 1995, the Chinese Civic Center serves
more than 3,000 individuals each week and is often the first stop for
Chinese immigrants moving to the Houston metropolitan area; under the
leadership of president Yichuan Pang, the nenprofit provides the
Chinese American community with educational, cultural, and civic
activities, offers youth, senior, and family services, and sponsors a
variety of programs designed to foster leadership and volunteer
skills; and

WHEREAS, The Mid-Autumn Festival Celebration Gala helps to
strengthen the ties between the U.S. and China and is attended by
civic leaders, public officials, and diplomats; the event honors the
Distinguished Friends of China and college scholarship recipients,
and the 2023 gala will introduce the Outstanding Chinese American
Award, which recognizes contributions in science and technology,
engineering, medical care, and community service; the prestigious
Presidential Volunteer Service Award will also be presented; and

WHEREAS, The Mid-Autumn Festival is observed by millions of
pecple across East Asia on the 15th day of the eighth month of the
lunar calendar and falls on Septembexr 29 this year; the celebration
typically features family reunions, lanterns, and such special foods
as mooncakes, which symbolize the full moon and are said to have
become a festival tradition during the Ming dynasty; and

WHEREAS, The Chinese Civic Center has rendered invaluable
service to the Chinese American community of Greater Houston, and it
is a pleasure to join in commending the organization on this special
occasion; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That the 2023 Mid-Autumn Festival Celebration Gala be
commemorated and that all those associated with the Chinese Civic
Center be extended sincere best wishes for the future.

Y ¥ A |

Gene Wu |
State Representative
District 137
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ANGIE CHEN BuTTON

W

Carror Ossice: ez Disreicr Orncs:
PO. Box 2910 The State of Texas 1200 E. Execumve D, S1e. 130
Austin, Tixas 78768.2910 . Ricsanpsox, Texas 75081
$12-463-0486 House of Representatives 9722348980
512-463-0793 (fxx) 972-470-0789 (fax)

Dear Friends,

Welcome to the 2023 Mid-Autumn Festival Celebration Gala hosted by the
Chinese Civic Center!

The Mid-Autumn Festival Celebration Gala promotes understanding and
friendship in the community. By creating an environment where civic leaders,
public officials, and diplomats can come together, the Gala helps foster
communication and collaboration.

| hope you all enjoy yourselves, and all the event has to offer. It is a privilege to
serve in the Texas Legislature. Please feel free to contact me whenever | can be of
assistance.

Sincerely,

/}7& - o~

State Representative Angie Chen Button
House District 112

,“f_
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Office of the County Judge
Fort Bend County, Texas

Proclamation

1@. inese Civie Ceater (CCC) has played a significant role i e
mnong the diverse Greater Houston Arca; and &=
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2023 A EZ K

2023 DISTINGUISHED FRIEND OF CHINA

Mike Chennault

Grandson of Clare Lee Chennault

Mike Chennault was born on July 16, 1950 in Jacksonville,
Florida. He spent his childhood in College Park, a suburb of
Atlanta. He graduated with a degree in Business from Auburn
University. His father was a flight dispatcher for Southern
Airways.

Mike Chennault is a grandson of the Gen. Clare Lee Chennault.
He was eight years old when his grandfather passed away. He has
some fond memories of his grandfather. Mike lived in Georgia
and Clare in Louisiana but there were occasional visits to his
house. He remembers his grandfather could wiggle his ears,
which always brought giggles from the grandchildren. He also
recalls his grandfather having breakfast with him.

His first job after graduating from Auburn was as a customer
service representative for a credit card company. A sales job with
Westinghouse Electric Supply sent him to Houston in 1976. He

spent the bulk of his career in sales and marketing positions for 42 years, and retired in 2020.

Gen. Claire Lee Chennault was born in Commerce, TX.
Chennault is a famous man, widely renowned as the glamorous
leader of the World War II “Flying Tigers.” His heroics against
Japanese forces in the Far East made him an enduring legend. He
made great contributions to save China.

e In 1937, he arrived in China with the mission of making a
survey of the Chinese Air Force.

e In 1938, he started to train a new Chinese Air Force from
an American mold, and made a great contribution by training a
new generation of Chinese Air Force bomber and fighter pilots
e In 1941, he and his "Flying Tigers" fought the superior
Japanese force, flew scouting missions, and guarded western
China against Japanese forces.

2023.09.17 T3 EARE



2023 KR X Ak B BT 2023 Greater Houston Area Mid-Autumn Festival Gala

INTRODUCTION OF THE DISTINGUISHED FRIENDS OF CHINA
“REPEZR" K@

H2000 FIF46, o EAGES 0 SRR BTG X AN A X BISL I TG MU <A H o [ 2 R4, RE19T0FEFSREZL LK, A
R R AR TR SR BT A /G AT E 2 AR N L 7205 2 LT % AF:

o RINMITREGHER A, HEFIN LR AIEIH, i TP IR E N R 18 A AR
o MHGEPEMEEAF SBUARAMY T ERTTERAMBRE;

o QLB E G IETT R 1 AR 56 T R 52 25 0 22 51 A R BURHIT AL 5

o UFFREME AR AL E

AN R B 2 RO R — S B ORI S SRR B AU BE AR R ST NI R, BRI . 22T
TARBE R AL, WA XM E iR AL & AR B AR RAE T RREITER, WS T Z 8.

The Chinese Civic Center and Chinese Community in the Great Houston area annually honor distinguished friends of China

who have dedicated years to promote friendship between United States and China since 1970. Efforts and accomplishment

include:

. Have developed or implemented successful cultural, educational exchange programs fostering interaction and mutual
understanding between people in the two great nations.
Have made great efforts and impact in improvement of economic and political climate of US-China relations.

. Have initiated or built up constructive business, trade, research projects with partners in China which will benefit both
China and the USA in future.

. Have been supportive to the development of the Chinese-American Communities.

The awards winners were announced and honored at the annual celebration Gala in Houston, Texas since 2000.

Following are Distinguished Friends of China Award recipients since 2000:

1.  Charles Foster, Chairman, Asia Society Texas (2000)

2. Ralph O'Connor, Board Member, Houston - Shenzhen Sister City Association (2000)

3. Chase Untermeyer, Director of Public Relation, Compac (2001)

4.  Mark Leonardo, Vice President, Shell (2001)

5. Lee P Brown, Mayor, City of Houston (2002)

6.  Houston Rockets (Corporate Friend) (2003)

7. Thod “Bob’ Smith, Former Chairman, Board of Regents, University of Houston System (2004)

8. Dr. Jay Gogue, Chancellor, University of Houston System, President, University of Houston (2004)
9.  ConocoPhillips (Corporate Friend) (2005)

10. Bill White, Mayor, City of Houston (2006)

11. Dr. David W. Leebron, President, Rice University (2007)

12. Continental Airlines (Corporate Friend) (2008)

13. Former President George W H Bush and Barbara Bush (2009)

14. Yao Ming, NBA player of Houston Rockets (2009)

15. Jose H. Villarreal, the U.S. Commissioner General World Expo 2010 Shanghai (2010)

16. Dr. Raymond N. DuBois Jr. Vice President The University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center (2011)
17. Dr. Ronald A. DePinho, President of The University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center (2011)
18. Dr. Lynda Chin, University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center (2011)

19. John S. Watson, Chairman of the board and chief executive officer of Chevron Corporation (2012)
20. Adrian Garcia, Harris County Sheriff (2013)

21. Charles A. McClelland, Jr., Chief of the Houston Police Department (2013)

22. John M. Rudley, President of Texas Southern University (2014)

23. Juliet K. Stipeche, J.D, President of HISD Trustee Board (2014)

24. Nell Chennault Calloway, Director of Chennault Aviation & Military Museum (2015)

25. Stephen Le, Sr. Funder Greatland Investment, Inc. (2015)

26. Stewart Morris, President and Past Co-Chief Executive Officer Stewart Information Services Corporation (2016)
27. James A. Baker, III, 61 Secretary of State of USA (2017)

28. Houston Rockets (2018)

29. Sylvester Turner, 62" mayor of Houston (2019)

30. Janis Burke, CEO of Harris County-Houston Sports Authority (2022)
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2023 7R AHARSSEE
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2023 Outstanding Public Service Award
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Sylvester Turner, Mayor, City of Houston
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2023 FFEAERIFOAE XN TRAR
2023 CCC Outstanding Contribution Award

HLEH
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2023 RENEFOAEXREHRSS R
2023 CCC Outstanding Service Award

PR
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American Firsf National Bank
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Isabell Gu.

Stephen F
Austin High
School
Grade: 12th

Aaron You

Stephen F.
Austin High
School
Grade: 12th

1 AR .
iﬁni*Eicmdwﬁu

Bellaire High
- School

Grade: 12th

Justin Li

Dulles High
School

Grade: 12th

 Maggie Yuan
PN
= Dulles High
School

Grade: 12"

Andy Wei

0 }‘\ Stephen F.

Austin High
School
Grade: 12th

%4 Crystal Wang

Jordan High
School

Grade: 12th

. William P
Clements
High School Grade: 12th
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2023 FENEESIPFOERENX TR

2023 CCC Presidential Volunteer Service Award

Chinese Civic Center have been approved as an official Certifying Organization for the
President's Volunteer Service Award. Start from 2022, The “Presidential Volunteer Service
Award” will be awarded to those who completed outstanding volunteering service hours in
CCC and made a significant impact.

M20224FF 05, FATHE I “ B SRR E RSs” I, DIRFZIRLEAE b G Bl OS5 ZR IR 58 B
GrARHEER 1 LT

2023 IRIZH

Isabell Gu
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