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2026 Invitation to Sponsor
The 4th annual Wheatbelt Futures Forum returns to Northam on Friday 1st May!

Building on the success of our previous Forums, the Northam Chamber of Commerce and the Wheatbelt 
Business Network are now in the early stages of planning to enhance the 2026 experience. The 
overwhelmingly positive feedback from the previous Forums assures us that the 2026 event will be met 
with great enthusiasm, and with limited spots available, demand is expected to be high. We’re taking 
proactive steps to plan and promote the 2026 event to provide our sponsors with exceptional exposure and 
promotional opportunities.

Once again, the main goal of the Wheatbelt Futures Forum is to offer a short to medium term forecast, 
catering to businesses and government organisations invested in the Wheatbelt region’s economic growth 
and development.

In an adjusted format for 2026, invited keynote speakers will present an update on many of the hottest 
topics affecting our region currently, followed by a panel session where they will be joined by other industry 
experts for an interactive audience Q&A. Topics for this year include:

•	 CCIWA Economic Update

•	 Construction and Housing

•	 Health

Additionally, Ministers and representatives will be invited to share insights into new policy developments 
and concepts related to the Wheatbelt region, shedding light on potential growth opportunities for 
businesses.

Platinum and Gold sponsors will have the chance to showcase their brands in an expo-style space at the 
event, fostering business-to-business connections and providing attendees with a deeper understanding 
of each represented brand. This expo presents a unique opportunity to highlight new technology, share 
information on brands, and preview upcoming releases and events.

•	 Infrastructure

•	 WDC Update on Opportunities and Investment

•	 Renewable Energy
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SPONSORSHIP

PLATINUM SPONSOR: $5000 (PLUS GST) - (SIX AVAILABLE)

Benefits:

•	 Premium position in the Exhibition Space

•	 Delegate passes (6)

•	 Your logo featured as a Platinum Sponsor on all printed marketing and media materials

•	 Public recognition by MC throughout the event

•	 Full Page acknowledgement in the Forum program

•	 Placement of your pullup banner in the Conference Space

•	 Opportunity to provide merchandise for display and takeaway by delegates

•	 Rolling promotional slide on large screen in Exhibition Space

•	 List of all delegates

GOLD SPONSOR: $2500 (PLUS GST) - (TEN AVAILABLE)

Benefits:

•	 A booth in the Exhibition Space

•	 Delegate passes (4)

•	 Your logo featured as a Gold Sponsor on all printed marketing and media materials

•	 Public recognition by MC throughout the event

•	 Half Page acknowledgement in the Forum program

•	 Placement of your pullup banner in the Conference Space

•	 Opportunity to provide merchandise for display and takeaway by delegates

•	 Rolling promotional slide on large screen in Exhibition Space

•	 List of all delegates

5 REMAINING
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LUNCH SPONSOR: $1750 (PLUS GST) - (TWO AVAILABLE)

Benefits:

•	 Bold highlighted sponsor for Lunch in the event programme

•	 Delegate passes (2)

•	 Your logo featured as a Sponsor on most printed marketing and media materials

•	 Quarter page acknowledgment in the Forum program

•	 Placement of your pullup banner in the lunch serving area adjacent to the Exhibition Space for the 
duration of lunch service

•	 Opportunity to provide merchandise for display and takeaway by delegates

•	 Name on the Food and Beverage Sponsors Screen on the promotional slideshow in the Exhibition 
Space
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COFFEE VAN SPONSOR: $1250 (PLUS GST) - (ONE AVAILABLE)

Benefits:

•	 Bold highlighted sponsor for the Coffee Van in the event programme

•	 Delegate passes (2)

•	 Your logo featured as a Sponsor on most printed marketing and media materials

•	 Quarter page acknowledgment in the Forum program

•	 Placement of your pullup banner near the coffee vans

•	 Opportunity to provide merchandise for display and takeaway by delegates

•	 Name on the Food and Beverage Sponsors Screen on the promotional slideshow in the Exhibition 
Space
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MORNING TEA SPONSOR: $1250 (PLUS GST) - (ONE AVAILABLE)

Benefits:

•	 Bold highlighted sponsor for the Morning Tea in the event programme

•	 Delegate passes (2)

•	 Your logo featured as a Sponsor on most printed marketing and media materials

•	 Quarter page acknowledgment in the Forum program

•	 Placement of your pullup banner in the morning tea serving area adjacent to the Exhibition Space for 
the duration of morning tea service

•	 Opportunity to provide merchandise for display and takeaway by delegates

•	 Name on the Food and Beverage Sponsors Screen on the promotional slideshow in the Exhibition 
Space 

SILVER SPONSOR: $1000 (PLUS GST) 

Benefits:

•	 Delegate passes (2)

•	 Your logo featured as a Sponsor on most printed marketing and media materials

•	 Quarter page acknowledgment in the Forum program

•	 Your banner at the back of the Conference Space

•	 Opportunity to provide merchandise for display and takeaway by delegates

•	 Name on the Silver Sponsors Screen on the promotional slideshow in the Exhibition Space

For more information or sponsorship inquiries please call:

Theresa Lee, CEO  
Northam Chamber of Commerce  
0427 472 729  |  info@northamchamber.com.au

Peter Lowen, CEO  
Wheatbelt Business Network  
9041 0100  |  ceo@wbn.org.au

Sarah Simonetti, Business Development Officer  
Wheatbelt Business Network  
9041 0100  |  bdo@wbn.org.au
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EXAMPLE OF THE 2025 SPONSORS LOGO STRIP

Wheatbelt Futures Forum 2025

May 2, 2025 Northam Recreation Centre
Speakers will provide a brief presentation of what is on the horizon for the next year and beyond.

From 8.00am REGISTRATION, complimentary coffee from the Arise Coffee Van. 
Supported by 150Square

SESSION ONE

8.45am – 9.15am
MC Introduction and Housekeeping, Kitty Prodonovich, Chief Executive Officer, 
Regional Chambers of Commerce & Industry of WA (RCCIWA)
Acknowledgement of Country, Cr Chris Antonio, Shire of Northam President

9.15am – 9.35am Ministerial Update, Hon. Minister Stephen Dawson MLC

9.35am – 9.50am Wheatbelt Development Commission (WDC) Economic Overview, Rob Cossart, 
Chief Executive Officer, WDC

9.50am – 10.10am The Economic Landscape, Aaron Morey, Chamber of Commerce & Industry of 
WA (CCIWA)

10.10am – 10.25am Exhibitors Introductions

10.25am – 11.00am MORNING TEA in the Conference Centre Exhibition Space  
Supported by Regional Tech Hub

SESSION TWO

11.00am – 11.15am Energy Transition in WA, Jai Thomas, Deputy Director General - Coordinator of 
Energy, Department of Energy, Mines, Industry Regulation and Safety (DEMIRS)

11.15am – 11.25am Connectivity That Works - What Regional Businesses Really Need,  
Rachael Thomas, Regional Partnership Officer WA, Regional Tech Hub

11.25am – 11.35am Delivering the Future of Regional Connectivity, Naomi Evans, Head of nbn 
Local NT, SA & WA, nbn

11.35am – 12.15pm Q&A with presenters of Session Two - Part 1, joined by Michael Heydon, 
Regional Engagement Manager, Telstra. Panel Moderator - Caroline Robinson

12.15pm – 12.25pm Sustaining the Present Whilst Building the Future, Cr Melanie Brown, NEWROC 
President, NEWROC

12.25pm – 12.35pm Housing Infill in the Wheatbelt Town Centres - Exploration & Case Study, 
Alexandra Mackenzie, Architect, Consultant

12.35pm – 12.45pm
Beyond Caravans & Campsites - Expanding Wheatbelt Tourism & Events, 
Linda Vernon, Tourism Officer, North Eastern Wheatbelt Travel Association 
(NEWTRAVEL)

12.45pm – 1.25pm Q&A with presenters of Session Two - Part 2, joined by Craig Watts, Chief 
Executive Officer, Shire of Merredin. Panel Moderator - Kitty Prodonovich

Presentation Program
EXAMPLE OF THE 2025 EVENT PROGRAMME


