
Happy New Year! I always love 
January because it feels like a 
fresh, clean slate as I reflect back 
over the past year and look for-
ward to the coming year. I always 
set some goals for myself in Jan-
uary and I love being able to 
check things off my list as I ac-
complish them. 
 
One of the things I also do is pray 
and ask God to give me a word 
for the new year.  My word this 
year is also our theme, “more.”  
At first I wasn’t sure about it be-
cause it seems so general.  But as 
I prayed and thought about what 
I needed, and where God was 
leading me, I felt that it really 
was a proper word.  
 
It’s a good word because what I 
really want for the new year is 
not more money, or more success 
or more of a host of other things.  
I want more of Jesus in my life.  I 
want more passion to serve Him.  
I want more of the things that 
break His heart.   
 
I’m reading the book, All for Je-
sus by Robert L. Niklaus, John S. 
Sawin and Samuel J. Stoesz, 

which is the story of  God at 

work in The Christian and Mis-
sionary Alliance and I’m often 
moved to tears as I read.  Be-
cause I am amazed at the passion 
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our founder, A.B. Simpson, had to 
follow wherever God led. His desire 
to serve God and his passion for the 
lost and for missions founded a 
movement that is flourishing today. 

January 31st marks the anniversary 
of nine martyrs in Vietnam who 
were killed in the Tet Offense. Ed 
and Ruth Thompson were two of 
these missionaries.  Their daughter 
Judy serves as a regional coach on 
the NED GCW leadership team.  
They gave their lives for Christ.  
When I hear of their sacrifice, I am 
ashamed at how much I whine and 
complain over inconveniences in  
my life when people have given, 
and continue to sacrifice their lives 
for the Lord.   

I don’t know about you, but I want 
to live my life with that same type 
of passionate desire to serve God no 
matter what comes my way.  I want 
more of Him.  I want to see more 
people come to know Him in the 
new year.  I want to see more peo-
ple from our district being sent 
overseas as International Workers. 

Won’t you pray with me for this 
very same thing?  Let’s stop being 
apathetic and be filled with more of 
Him! 

 

Serving Him with You, 

  Terri 
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Ouagadougou Guest House goal for 2017-2018—$1,400.00 

Year to Date received—$ 1,091.62 
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Surrender and God’s Timing 

By  

IW, “C” 

 

 The Lord has been teaching me many things as we prepare to serve in a closed access country. We 
recently spent a month in Colorado learning about how to learn a new language and culture, among other 
things. One day in training, we spent several hours in prayer. I was encouraged to acknowledge my fears and 
losses, like leaving my family and friends, and the loss of a stable/ safe home in my own culture. I let myself 
grieve them in God’s presence. Yes, I am pregnant, and yes, I cried a lot!  

 

After a while, we came together as a group to pray over these personal prayers that we had written. 
We then started speaking scripture into our grief. It was powerful and encouraging. God cares. Yes, He woos 
us by His love so that we will surrender our lives and wills at His feet.  

 

Surrender is often painful. But in that wooing, He cares about our hurts and pain. I realized after I 
grieve each loss, it opens space in my heart for new “family” of teammates, a new home, and a new culture. I 
will lean on God in new ways, and my family will too! I can more easily accept the hard things to come after I 
have grieved each loss. I think this is true in any transition for anyone. It is important to say goodbye and 
grieve your losses during transition. I am now a lot more excited about the future. I am certain God has called 
us to serve in Africa and He will never forsake us.  

 

Another thing Lord is teaching me is that His timing is best.  We were initially planning to leave for 
language school in January, however we are planning to have a baby girl due this spring. We are very excited 
to give our extroverted-toddler a sister to play with. We are grateful for the timing of this pregnancy, so I can 
give birth before language school starts. We delayed our first semester in French school so we can set our-
selves up to succeed. We are currently learning French on our own, which is going well by God’s grace. We 
learned that language learning is a part of ministry because we need to be able to communicate well.  

 

We appreciate your prayers for our French study and for good transitions for the changes and good-
byes ahead. French school is 10 months: September 1 through June 2019. In June, we plan to head to our 
country of service to learn a second language and culture. Thank you so much for your prayers and for giving 
to the Great Commission Fund. We cannot do it without you! 

      In the King’s Service together, 

  ~C. 
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Celebrate 2018 – Our Story 
 

The National Great Commission Women’s Leadership Team is excited to announce the fifth 
Christian and Missionary Alliance National Women’s Conference: Celebrate 2018, Our Story 
– to be held October 11-14, 2018, in Lancaster, Pennsylvania. 

Come join us and be spiritually refreshed at Celebrate 2018. 

God has graciously provided an excellent group of speakers and artists to encourage, chal-
lenge and minister to us. Grammy Award winner Laura Story will be our keynote speaker. 
Aaron and Sarah Shust will bless us with an opening concert and message. Jane Rubietta 
will be our Bible teacher. Six breakout sessions and a Missions Celebration are also includ-
ed in our time together. 

Registration opens February 1, 2018. Registration fee is $295. Lodging at the Lancaster 
Marriott at Penn Square will be $139 + tax per night. Once you register, you will receive a 
confirmation email with a reservation link to book your hotel room at the discounted Cele-
brate 2018 Conference Rate. 

Gain new passion for your walk with Christ and celebrate what He is doing around the 
world. You won’t want to miss this intimate and inspiring event! 

 

Click here for more information or go to www.greatcommissionwomen.org 

More Information to Follow! 

Don’t forget to like us on Facebook: 

Great Commission Women of the Northeastern District 

 

Check out our new website:  www.gcwned.org 
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http://laurastorymusic.com/
http://aaronshust.com/site/
https://www.janerubietta.com/
http://www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/lnsmc-lancaster-marriott-at-penn-square/?scid=bb1a189a-fec3-4d19-a255-54ba596febe2
http://www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/lnsmc-lancaster-marriott-at-penn-square/?scid=bb1a189a-fec3-4d19-a255-54ba596febe2
http://www.greatcommissionwomen.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/C18-Schedule.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/Great-Commission-Women-of-the-Northeastern-District-121872101195780/
https://gcwned.org/
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Registration packets arriving in the mail soon! 


