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Further Up and Further In
By Terri Groh, District Director
As a teenager, I loved the books by
C.S. Lewis, The Chronicles of Narnia.
In the final book of the series, The
Last Battle, the character, Jewel says,
“I have come home at last! This is my
real country! I belong here. This is the
land I have been looking for all my life,
though I never knew it till now…Come
further up, come further in!”
As followers of Christ, we are longing
for the day when He will return to take
us to our real country and we can at
long last say, “I am home!” But in the
meantime, we have work to do here
on this earth which can be hard. I
wonder if sometimes we long so much
for heaven that we forget the deepness we can find in Christ here in this
world. I’m wondering if we really desire to go deeper with God or if we are
just looking to get through our struggles relatively unscathed?
Psalm 42 says, “As a deer longs for
streams of water, so I long for You,
God. I thirst for God, the living God. “
Are you longing for more of God? Are
you craving Him with your whole
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being? Do you desire Him more
than food and water?
David laments a bit in the next few
verses but then reminds himself in
verse 5 of the following, “Why am
I so depressed? Why this turmoil
within me? Put your hope in God,
for I will still praise Him, my Savior
and my God..” And in verse 7
comes a reminder of the blessings
that churn over him, “Deep calls to
deep in the roar of Your waterfalls; all Your breakers and Your
billows have swept over me. The
Lord will send His faithful love by
day; His song will be with me in
the night—a prayer to the God of
my life.”
God wants us to go deep with
Him. He longs to give us more of
Himself and help us to grow
strong roots so we can stand firm
against the struggles we face. He
doesn’t want you to just tolerate
this world and hang on by a
thread while waiting for the next.
He invites us to come further up
and further in.
Won’t you join Him?
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Looking for God’s New Thing
by Barbara Linn
National GCW Leadership Team Interim Secretary, NED District Member Ex-Officio
(Reprinted from National GCW January blog)
It’s a new year. If God wanted to do a new thing in you or around you this year, would you see it or would you
miss it? Isaiah 43:19 teaches us how to spot one of God’s new things. “Behold, I will do something new, now it
will spring forth; will you not be aware of it? I will even make a roadway in the wilderness, rivers in the desert.”
God’s new thing springs forth. “Spring forth” reminds me of a seed in a garden. The seed has been there for
some time, embedded in the earth, hidden from sight. Its growth has already begun, slowly and silently upward
as the ground around it warms. But suddenly it’s time – the tiny leaves burst into the sunlight as something
fresh and new that can finally be seen.
Has God been germinating any new things deep inside your heart and mind? Is it time for them to spring forth?
God’s new thing can happen anywhere, even in the most unlikely places. Notice where Isaiah says God’s
new thing is springing forth. Not in a sunny, warm, well-watered garden somewhere, but in the wilderness.
Take a moment, close your eyes, and picture yourself in a wilderness – not just any wilderness, but the driest
kind of wilderness – a desert. See the many shades of tan and brown, the windswept ripples of sand that turn
into dune mountains stretching to the horizon. Occasionally, the visual monotony is broken by a tough little
shrub or cactus. Feel the weight of the unobstructed sun pressing down on you like a huge, hot hand. Almost
immediately, realize your growing need for the thing that is most obviously missing here – water.
God’s new thing is exactly what you need. It’s like water. Not only a pool of water, but a lot of water, rivers
in the desert – just what you need most, and more than enough. A river is a running supply of water that creates green places wherever it goes. Isaiah also compares it to a roadway – a path to follow to a place where
God will provide things that are in short supply or missing entirely where you are now. A roadway provides a
way out of or a way through a hostile environment where you sense you were not designed to live for very long.
God is asking each of us an important question: Will you look for My new thing?
I can think of two ways to miss it. First, we may allow our attention to be completely distracted by the desert.
We look at the desert, and we feel sure that there will never be any water there. But our God can and will make
it! Second, we may find ourselves with our eyes fixed on the well-watered places of the past. We let the past
limit our expectations for the future. Certainly, we should reflect on the past with gratitude and thank him for
what He’s already done. We know that He never changes. But let’s not miss the new thing He is doing just because He hasn’t done it before.
Take a few moments right now in this first month of a new year, and ask God to make you aware of what new
thing He is doing, both in you and around you. It may be happening slowly. Like a seed germinating, the working of God is often silent & gradual, but it is also certain. Be ready to spot a new thing springing forth, like a
seed in the sun. And when you see it – don’t miss your opportunity!

Stories from the Field - Crisis Pregnancy Shelter
CAMA Orphan Project
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by Mau Le, Alliance international worker with CAMA Vietnam
Name: Ngoc* DOB: 7/15/2007 Grade: 5—
*Name changed
Ngoc contracted the HIV virus during childbirth. She never knew her father, who passed away from HIVrelated
causes when she was three months old. Ngoc and her
mother live in an old storage shed on the corner of their
extended family’s garden; meanwhile, Ngoc’s older sister, who is not HIV-positive, lives on the property with the
relatives in their larger home. Sometimes Ngoc is envious of her sister because she’s healthy and lives happily
with other family members.
Ngoc’s mother does farm work and other hard labor to earn a meager living for her and her daughter. But she is unable to hold a long-term job because of the wearing side effects from her HIVmedication.
Everyone in Ngoc’s life is afraid to have close contact with her. She feels rejected and unloved,
abandoned by her family and community, and often asks why people hate her and her mother. At
school, teachers and students keep their distance from Ngoc. She wishes that her extended family
and her sister would play with her.
Only Ngoc’s mother loves and nurtures her. But when her mom is too sick to care for either her
daughter or herself, no one wants to help.
Today, Ngoc experiences love and care from CAMA staff. “I thank them for loving me, giving me a
lot of hugs, praying for my and my mother’s health, and financially supporting me so I am able to
continue school and have food to eat monthly,” she often tells us. “I pray that God continues to give
me and my mother good health. I want to study medicine so I can help HIV patients.”

You can find more “Stories from the Field” on our
district website: www.gcwned.org
Ouagadougou Guest Home Project
2 Air-conditioning Units—
Goal for 2018-19—$1,500.00
Total Amount to Date—$1,554.41
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You can also register online at EventBrite.com/Spring Refresh 2019
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Ladies, we still have a long way to go to meet our goal of $20,000.
Don’t give up!

