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LOVE WHAT 

YOU DRIVE

NO CAR

PAYMENTS

ENJOY HAVING

FOR UP TO

90 DAYS*

APPLYING IS FAST & EASY.

800.866.8740 scscu.com/apply

^Not available for internal refinances. *Auto loan rates range from 4.25% APR to 16.75% 

APR and are subject to term, credit union relationship, and credit worthiness. Auto loan 

rates as low as 4.25% APR on vehicles 5 years old or newer with less than 60,000 

miles. Auto loan rates as low as 5.75% APR for used vehicles with a maximum age of 10 

years with less than 125,000 miles. Income subject to verification. Must use auto-pay 

to obtain the lowest interest rate. Rates, conditions, and programs subject to change 

without notice. Federally insured by the NCUA.

CALL, CLICK, SCAN OUR QR CODE 

OR SEE A LOAN OFFICER.

RATES 
AS LOW AS 

4.25% 
APR^

UNLIMITED WASHES
Starting at $24.95

Full Service Car Wash
With Tire Shine Just $22

432 Calhoun Ave Greenwood 864-223-6535

MANAGER’S SPECIAL

EARLY BIRD SPECIAL 8-10 AM

Greenwood
Christian School

2026 Woodlawn Rd.

864-229-2427
www.greenwoodchristianschool.org

GCS, accredited by ACTS (nationally); AdvancED / SACS (regionally); SCISA (statewide); does not discriminate 
against race or ethnic origin in administration of its educational, admission and athletic policies, tuition 
assistance or any other school administered programs.
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Spring Break!
MARCH 21-30

PROUDLY  PRESENTS
T H E  A A M C  F O U N D AT I O N

MARCH  29 TH

S AT U R D AY

MARCH  29 TH

2 0 2 5

5:00 - 8:00 PM
THE LIVERY STABLE

1 1 6  T R I N I T Y  S T R E E T

Sip ’n Support Event 

Tickets: $50.00

BOOT SCOOTIN ’ 

ENTERTAINMENT BY THE 

BOBBY POWER BAND

DEE-LICIOUS VIT TLES 

BY G & E ’S FOODIE 
TRUCK

www.AAMCFBenefitBash.com

Visit the Website to:
Purchase Sip ‘n Support Event Tickets

Make a Donation  Bid on Silent Auction Items

Opens March 21st No ticket necessary to bid!! 

Must be present at the Sip & Support Event to bid 

on the amazing Live Auction items!!

Purchase Raffle Tickets

Fer a beee-utiful sapphire & diamond ring donated 

by the Jeweler’s Bench 
& a Yeti Rambler cooler donated by 

a Foundation Friend!!

P R O U D  S P O N S O R S

ALL PROCEEDS BENEFIT THE ABBEVILLE AREA 

MEDICAL CENTER FOUNDATION

YEE HAW YA’LL AUCTION 

SPONSOR

PONY EXPRESS 

SPONSOR

WILD WEST TECH 
SPONSOR

Contact us at 864.366.3364 or 

Meg.Davis@selfregional.org for additional information.

dismissed the case, citing 
freedom of speech and lack 
of a license plate. But after 
viewing the video himself, 
Police Chief T.J. Chaudoin 
discussed the incident with 
Brown and wrote up a 
report.

Regarding the freedom of 
speech comment, the chief ’s 
incident report reads: “After 
reviewing the video, I dis-
agree with that assessment. I 
believe the statement consti-
tutes a hate crime involving 
fighting words, which is a 
violation of the law.”

“The way I look at that is 
what he said was totally un-
called for. I look at it as part 
of a hate crime and fighting 
words,” Chaudoin said.

The case was then turned 
over to the Greenwood 
County Sheriff ’s Office 
based on jurisdiction as the 
incident happened in the 
county.

The investigation
Greenwood County 

Sheriff Dennis Kelly said 
the investigation began with 
reviewing video footage 
from multiple locations, 
including Emerald High 
and a store along the bypass, 
to determine if reckless 
driving occurred.

“We specifically looked 
for signs of reckless driving 
— swerving, speeding, or 
any erratic behavior. After 
careful analysis, we found 
no evidence to suggest 
either party was driving 
aggressively. The footage 
shows the vehicles traveling 
normally, with no indica-
tion of a dangerous situa-
tion,” Kelly said.

Brown said she gave her 
phone to the sheriff ’s office, 
along with the video and 
photos taken, for evidence 
collection.

“The investigators from 
Greenwood County were 
very helpful in gathering 
and receiving information 

regarding the suspect,” 
Brown said.

Kelly said investigators 
spoke with both drivers. 
The man has been identi-
fied by the sheriff ’s office as 
Dennis Allen, a resident of 
McCormick County.

A different account
According to Kelly, Allen 

told investigators a different 
story about what happened 
and who began the harass-
ment.

“He stated that the other 
driver (Brown) was tailgat-
ing him so closely that he 
could even see her head-
lights. He said that when 
they reached the four-lane 
road on Highway 225, she 
pulled up beside him,” Kelly 
said.

As for Allen’s racist state-
ment, Allen told investi-
gators he didn’t know that 
Brown was a Black woman.

“He insisted that his 
words were not meant as a 
direct attack on the driver, 
as he allegedly could not 
see who was in the car due 
to its tinted windows. He 
expressed regret over the 
situation and even said he 
would be willing to apolo-
gize,” Kelly said.

After weeks of investi-
gation, Brown was told the 
sheriff ’s office dismissed the 
case.

“I was very disappointed 
when I was told that the 
case was dismissed and that 
the suspect would not be 
issued a warrant for arrest,” 
Brown said.

Although investigators 
were professional, she does 
not think justice was served.

“I was harassed by a white 
man, and now I haven’t 
been able to get any sleep. 
I’m constantly looking over 
my shoulder. They failed 
me, my family and the 
community,” Brown said.

No charges, no case
Kelly clarified this was 

never an official case be-
cause no charges were ever 
filed.

“We didn’t dismiss the 
case because it was never 
officially a case to begin 
with. We had an incident 
that was reported, and 
we conducted a thorough 
investigation, but at no 
point were charges filed,” 
Kelly said. “We looked 
at all available evidence, 
gathered statements and 
reviewed video footage 
before determining that no 
crime had occurred.”

While Kelly agreed the 
suspect’s language was 
offensive, he said there are 
no grounds for charges of a 
hate crime.

“The words used were 
absolutely offensive and 
inappropriate. However, 
under the law, for some-
thing to be classified as a 
hate crime, there has to 
be more than just words. 
In this case, there were 
no threats, no physical 
actions and nothing in the 
evidence that met the legal 
threshold for a hate crime,” 
Kelly said.

Kelly also said there 
are no other crimes Allen 
could be charged with.

“We examined every 
possible charge that could 
apply in this situation. As 
far as reckless driving goes, 
we reviewed video footage 
from multiple locations, 
and there was no evidence 
of erratic or dangerous 
driving. The only thing 
we had was the statement 
he made, and while it was 
offensive, it didn’t meet the 
threshold for a hate crime, 
nor did it qualify as harass-
ment or a threat under the 
law,” Kelly said.

Kelly went on to explain 
that South Carolina does 
not have specific hate 
crime statutes that would 
apply in this case.

“I even consulted with 
the FBI and our solicitor’s 
office to determine wheth-
er any state or federal 
laws were violated. Their 
conclusion aligned with 
ours, no applicable hate 
crime statute was violated,” 

Kelly said.
The video of this in-

cident has gained atten-
tion beyond Greenwood 
County, with many across 
multiple communities 
expressing outrage, Brown 
included.

“It’s a big thing, and 
people all over know about 
it,” she said. “This could 
have been your daughter, 
your wife, or your mother,” 
Brown said.

Kelly acknowledged the 
incident caused significant 
public concern and urged 
people to remain calm.

“We understand this 
situation has upset a lot of 
people in the community. 
Let me be clear: we do 
not condone or accept the 
use of offensive language 
toward anyone. However, 
we have to follow the law. 
If there had been evidence 
of a threat or an act of vio-
lence, we would have pur-
sued charges. But we can 
only act within the bounds 
of the law,” Kelly said.

Kelly didn’t explicit-
ly state what precedent 
this situation sets for the 
community surrounding 
hate speech, racism or hate 
crimes, but rather acknowl-
edged the frustration and 
reinforced the law as it 
stands now in the state.

“At the end of the day, 
laws and legislation can’t 
change how people feel, but 
what we can do as a com-
munity is choose to show 
love instead of hate. Our 
hope is that Greenwood re-
mains a place where people 
respect one another, even 
when tensions run high,” 
Kelly said.

Although Allen faces no 
criminal charges, Brown 
said this is nowhere near 
over.

“I am a strong wom-
an. This story will not be 
brushed under the rug,” 
Brown said.

Contact Renee Ortiz at 

864-943-5643. Follow her 

on X at: IJReneeOrtiz
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Bill 247.
These two bills were 

introduced as the result of a 
mass shooting that occurred 
in June 2015. Dylann Roof, 
a 25-year-old self-avowed 
white supremacist from 
Columbia, walked into the 
church, joined a Bible study 
at Emanuel AME Church in 
downtown Charleston and 
opened fire.

He was charged with 
33 counts of federal hate 
crimes, obstruction of reli-
gious exercise and firearms 
charges for gunning down 
nine Black attendees. Roof 
was the first federal inmate 
in South Carolina to be 
sentenced to death in close 
to two decades.

The bills were named 
after Clementa C. Pinckney, 
who at the time was a state 
senator and pastor who 
died at the hands of Roof at 
Emanuel AME Church.

Efforts to pass these bills 
have repeatedly stalled in 
the state Legislature. Both 
bills would create a hate 
crime penalty enhancement, 
which means, if someone 
commits a violent crime and 
it’s proven they targeted the 
victim based on bias, they 
can face additional fines and 
prison time on top of their 
original sentence.

What triggers the en-

hanced penalties is if the 
crime was committed 
because of the victim’s race, 
color, religion, sex, gender, 
national origin, sexual ori-
entation, or physical/mental 
disability, even if the offend-
er was mistaken about the 
victim’s identity.

State Rep. John McCra-
vy said these bills are “too 
woke” to pass.

“I’m against any kind 
of crime, especially hate 
crimes. I’m for enhancing 
the penalties for all hate 
crimes, not just a few,” 
McCravy said. “If you have 
a hate crime against one 
group that maybe is not as 
popular as another group, 
why would you have a great-
er enhancement against 
them?”

Asked whether lawmakers 
would support a more com-
prehensive approach to hate 
crime legislation, McCravy 
agreed that broader protec-
tions could make a differ-
ence, but did not specify 
what that would look like in 
the eyes of the law.

“If it was all-encompass-
ing, I’d be all for it. The 
problem is it’s not. The 
people that are pushing for 
hate crime laws want to iso-
late certain groups and give 
them more protections than 
others,” McCravy said.

Contact Renee Ortiz at 

864-943-5643. Follow her on 

X at: IJReneeOrtiz
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What’s one simple thing you 
can do to help your refrigerator 
work as efficiently as possible? 
Cover your food. When your 
leftovers or pitchers of water 
are inside your fridge, they 
release moisture, and that 
moisture forces the compres-
sor in your fridge to work 
harder to keep everything else 
inside cool. Use food storage 
containers with lids or pitchers 
with caps on them to keep your 
fridge running like a lean, green 
refrigeration machine.

DO JUST ONE THING


