OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS KINGSBURY COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
**unapproved draft minutes**
De Smet, South Dakota

April 21, 2026
The Kingsbury County Board of County Commissioners met Tuesday, April 21, 2026, at 8:30 A.M. in the Courtroom of the County Courthouse with Commissioners Kyle Lee, Roger Walls, Corey Lundquist, Steve Spilde and Troy Nelson present. Chairman Lee presided.
Attending via Zoom were Amy Halverson- Kingsbury Journal, Michelle Longville - Treasurer, Tammy Anderson – Director of Equalization, Kristen Longville – Emergency Manager and Toby Morris, Colliers Securities, 
Chairman Lee called the meeting to order.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Those present stood and recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

AGENDA
Chairman Lee asked if there were any additions or changes to the agenda. 
There were none.
Motion by Nelson, second by Walls to approve the agenda as presented. All present voting aye. Motion carried. 

MINUTES
Chairman Lee asked if there were any changes to the minutes from April 9, 2026.There were none.

Motion by Lundquist, second by Spilde to approve the minutes of April 9, 2026. All present voting aye. Motion carried.
Chairman Lee asked if there were any changes to the minutes from April 15, 2026.There were none.

Motion by Nelson, second by Spilde to approve the minutes of April 15, 2026. All present voting aye. Motion carried.
Chairman Lee asked if there were any changes to April 15, 2026 Board of Equalization minutes.

Echo Steffensen, Auditor, informed the Board this statement under Water Acres needed to be removed “The Board reviewed the list of people who received water acre relief.” 

Motion by Lundquist, second by Nelson to approve the April 15, 2026 Board of Equalization minutes. All present voting aye. Motion carried.

PUBLIC COMMENT

Chairman Lee asked for public comment. There was none.
CONFLICT OF INTEREST
Chairman Lee asked the Board if there was any conflict of interest. There was none.
APPROVE CLAIMS

Motion by Spilde, second by Nelson, the following claims presented to the Board for consideration be approved and the County Auditor be directed to issue warrant checks for payment of same. All present voting aye. Motion carried.

ANDERSON LUMBER, LLC 71.64 SUPPLIES, APPEARA 81.46 REPAIRS, AT&T 87.50 UTILITIES, BUTLER MACHINERY COMPANY 154.16 SUPPLIES, CENTURYLINK 975.40 UTILITIES, COMMERCIAL ASPHALT 1691.50 SUPPLIES, COWBOY COUNTRY STORE-DESMET 20.66 SUPPLIES, CRCORNER LLC 99.99 SUPPLIES, DE SMET WELDING 680.84 REPAIRS, I STATE TRUCK CENTER 802.87 REPAIR, INFOTECH SOLUTIONS 3178.99 PROF SERV, INTERSTATE ALL BATTERY CENTER 39.72 SUPPLIES, KINGSBURY ELECTRIC COOP 877.00 UTILITIES, KINGSBURY JOURNAL 84.00 PUBLISHING, KNOWINK, LLC 18810.00 SUPPLIES, LACAL EQUIPMENT INC 2363.28 SUPPLIES, KYLE LEE 95.20 TRAVEL, COREY LUNDQUIST 225.40 TRAVEL, MAYNARD'S FOOD CENTER 12.99 SUPPLIES, MCLEODS PRINTING & OFFICE SUPP 105.67 SUPPLIES, TROY NELSON 197.40 TRAVEL, NORTHWESTERN ENERGY 807.96 UTILITIES, NORTHWESTERN ENERGY 546.79 UTILITIES, OFFICE PEEPS INC 201.07 SUPPLIES, OTTERTAIL POWER COMPANY 1529.60 UTILITIES, OTTERTAIL POWER COMPANY 183.67 UTILITIES, PALMLUND AUTOMOTIVE 113.81 REPAIRS, PALMLUND AUTOMOTIVE 151.95 REPAIRS, PRAIRIE AG PARTNERS 2214.70 SUPPLIES, QUILL 113.78 SUPPLIES, SD ASSOC OF COUNTY OFFICIALS 600.00 TRAVEL/CONF, SDN COMMUNICATIONS 917.00 PROF SERV, STEVEN L. SPILDE 220.50 TRAVEL, STEVENS CONSTRUCTION, LLC 6145.62 REPAIR/MAINT, THOMSON REUTERS 339.57 PROF SERV, TRUSTWORTHY HARDWARE 7.59 SUPPLIES, VALLEY FIBERCOM 174.23 UTILITIES, ROGER WALLS 218.40 TRAVEL, ZELL MANUFACTURING 31.00 SUPPLIES, SD DEPT OF REVENUE 204534.29, AMERICAN BANK & TRUST 722.60 FEES
AUDITOR

Steffensen presented and read Resolution 2026-6 a Resolution for Rangeland and Fire Assistance to update the authorization list.

RESOLUTION 2026-6

RESOLUTION FOR RANGELAND FIRE ASSISTANCE

“BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED that the list of individuals set forth below, are hereby authorized to request rangeland fire assistance, on behalf of the County of Kingsbury as specified in SDCL 41-20A-11. The authority to request assistance as provided by resolution of the County of Kingsbury Board of Commissioners.”

County Fire Assistance Authorization List: Kingsbury County

Effective date: May 20, 2026

Name of Individual   Position
Daytime     Phone    Emergency or Cell Phone

Kristen Longville   Emergency Manager
605-854-3711
   605-860-9966

Steve Strande
           Sheriff

605-854-3339      605-203-0415

“BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED that Echo Steffensen, Auditor, is appointed County Rural Fire Coordinator for the County of Kingsbury. The Rural Fire Coordinator is hereby authorized to act as a single point of contact, on behalf of the County of Kingsbury, in dealing with administrative matters such as burn bans, billings, or questions about this Rangeland Fire Agreement specific to the County. This authority shall continue in full force and effect until terminated or modified by resolution of the County of Kingsbury Board of Commissioners.”

Motion by Lundquist, second by Nelson to accept and adopt Resolution 2026-6 and for Chairman Lee to sign the same.
All present voting via roll call. Lee – aye, Spilde – aye, Walls – aye, Lundquist – aye. Motion carried.
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

Caryn Hojer, IT Coordinator, met with the Board to discuss the necessary updates to the County website to become ADA compliant. Hojer advised the Board it would be best to hire a website building company to build a new website to ensure it is compliant. The Board agreed.

Hojer requested to move into executive session for personnel.

Motion by Lundquist, second by Spilde to adjourn from regular session and move into executive session for personnel at 8:47 A.M. All present voting aye. Motion carried.

Chairman Lee declared the Board out of executive session at 9:00 A.M.

HIGHWAY

Dave Sorenson, Highway Superintendent, met with the Board to discuss highway matters.

Sorenson informed the Board work had begun on 425th Ave.

Toby Morris, Colliers Securities, joined the meeting via Zoom.

Sorenson and Morris discussed options for 215th St. with the Board. Morris explained the County has 3 income sources to pay the current bond, which include, TIF Revenue, Riverview donations and RPP money. The cost of the 425th Ave project which is included in the TIF district came in lower than expected which should leave enough funds for 215th St. Morris stated he would need numbers from the engineer before confirming the project can be done.

Sorenson presented an estimate to have mastic applied on 9.4 miles on 441st Ave from Hwy 14 to 218th St. for $222,750.00 advising the Board the estimate is higher than $150,000.00 he had budget for the project. No action was taken.
Sorenson presented an estimate from Civil Design, Inc for engineering services on bridge No. 39-070-041 north of Manchester for $53,915.55 to make the project bid ready to apply for a BIG grant.

Motion by Nelson, second by Spilde to accept and approve the estimate from Civil Design for engineering services on bridge No. 39-070-041 north of Manchester for $53,915.55 to make the project bid ready to apply for a BIG grant. All present voting aye. Motion carried.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

Motion by Lundquist, second by Spilde to adjourn from regular session and move into executive session for contract negotiations at 9:30 A.M. All present voting aye. Motion carried.

Chairman Lee declared the Board out of executive session at 9:43 A.M.

UJS

Jenny Hammrich, Clerk of Courts Administrator, and Jennifer Malone, Clerk of Courts, met with the Board to present an estimate of $34,633.85 from Forte to replace the sound system in the courtroom. Hammrich explained that the UJS would put $10,000.00 toward the project and the funds held by the County in the Law Library fund of $13,285.00 could be used leaving a contribution from the County of $11,633.85.
Motion by Spilde, second by Lundquist, to accept the estimate to purchase and install a new sound system in the courtroom from Forte’ for $34,633.85, using the funding as stated. All present voting aye. Motion carried. 

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT

Kristen Longville, Emergency Management Director, met with the Board to update them on office matters.

Longville discussed the current burn ban with the Board and recommended leaving it in place for another 2 weeks. The Board agreed.

Longville informed the Board of recent issues with the radios for 911 calls. Everything is currently working. The lines are near end of life and Longville is looking into moving to either a fiber optic line or 5G cellular. Further research is needed and will be brought to the Board later.

Burn Ban Ordinance – 1st reading.

Longville read the following ordinance:

ORDIANCE NO. 76

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 72 AUTHORIZING THE KINGSBURY COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS TO DECLARE A FIRE DANGER EMERGENCY AND TO PROHIBIT OPEN BURNING WITHIN THE COUNTY

BE  IT ORDAINED by the Board of County Commission of the County of Kingsbury, South Dakota, that Kingsbury County Ordinance #72, be amended by adding the following language:

 Any burn ban may be lifted when conditions no longer pose a significant fire risk to the county. Removal of the burn ban must be approved jointly by the Kingsbury County Office of Emergency Management and the Chairman of the Kingsbury County Board of Commissioners. Prior to lifting the ban, input will be gathered from local fire chiefs regarding current fire conditions, available resources, and overall safety considerations. Once approved, the removal of the burn ban will be publicly announced through official county communication channels

This ordinance shall take effect and be in full force and effect twenty (20) days after its publication.
All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict therewith are hereby repealed.

The Board scheduled the 2nd reading of Ordinance 76 for May 5, 2026.

Longville presented her quarter 2 report for the Chairman to sign.

Motion by Lundquist, second by Nelson to approve the Emergency Management Director’s quarter 2 report and for the Chairman to sign the same. All present voting aye. Motion carried.

Longville requested travel approval to Yankton on May 27, 2026, to attend a tabletop hazmat exercise. 

Motion by Nelson, second by Spilde to approve the travel request to Yankton on May 27, 2026, to attend a tabletop hazmat exercise for the Emergency Management Director. All present voting aye. Motion carried.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

Todd Wilkinson, Deputy States Attorney, requested to move into executive session for litigation.

Motion by Lundquist, second by Spilde to adjourn from regular session and move into executive session for litigation at 10:58 A.M. All present voting aye. Motion carried.

Chairman Lee declared the Board out of executive session at 11:15 A.M.

ZONING ORDINANCE REVIEW

Todd Kayes, First District and Todd Wilkinson reviewed proposed changes to the County zoning ordinance with the Board.

HUMAN RESOURCES

Jessica Bingham, HR Consultant, requested authorization to advertise for a Veteran’s Services Officer at $26.39/hr. for 20 hrs./week to include 8 in office hrs.
Motion by Nelson, second by Spilde to authorize Human Resources to advertise for a Veteran’s Services Officer at $26.39/hr. for 20 hrs./week to include 8 in office hrs. All present voting aye. Motion carried

PLANNING AND ZONING

Motion by Spilde, second by Nelson to adjourn from regular session and move into Planning and Zoning at 1:08 P.M. All present voting aye. Motion carried.

Chairman Lee declared the Board out of Planning and Zoning and back into regular session at 1:14 P.M.

The Board adjourned to Tuesday, May 5, 2026, at 8:30 A.M.

SIGNED _______________________


  Kyle Lee, Chairman
ATTEST _______________________


  Echo Steffensen, County Auditor

Published 1 week at the total approximate cost of ________.
