 OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS KINGSBURY COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
**unapproved draft minutes**
De Smet, South Dakota

August 21, 2025 
The Kingsbury County Board of County Commissioners met Thursday, August 21, 2025, at 8:30 A.M. in the Courtroom of the County Courthouse with Commissioners Kyle Lee, Troy Nelson, Steve Spilde, Corey Lundquist and Roger Walls present. Chairman Lee presided.
Attending via Zoom were Amy Halverson- Kingsbury Journal, Steve Strande – Sheriff, Tammy Anderson - Director of Equalization, Kristen Longville -Emergency Manager, and Michelle Longville – Treasurer
Chairman Lee called the meeting to order.

Also in attendance were Brad Stangohr – Ulteig Engineers, Nathan Antonen and Tyler Roeder – Lake Region Ag, LLC., Kesmond Willert, Josh Jones, and Jarron Clark – Bowes Construction, Matt Bastian – Duininck and Nate Tomerzak – Asphalt Paving.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Those present stood and recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

AGENDA
Chairman Lee asked if there were any additions or changes to the agenda. 
Lee requested to add a discussion on the TIF District #1 Agreement.

Motion by Walls and seconded by Lundquist to approve the agenda with said addition. All present voting aye. Motion carried.

MINUTES
Motion by Spilde and seconded by Nelson to approve the minutes of August 5, 2025. All present voting aye. Motion carried.
PUBLIC COMMENT

Chairman Lee asked for public comment. There was none
CONFLICT OF INTEREST
Chairman Lee asked the Board if there was any conflict of interest. There was none.
APPROVE CLAIMS

Motion by Lundquist and seconded by Nelson that the following claims presented to the Board for consideration be approved and the County Auditor be directed to issue warrant checks for payment of same. All present voting aye. Motion carried.

JEFFREY M. BANKS 1312.00 CAA, BLUE WHEELER & BANKS LLP 120.00 PROF SERVICES, CENTURYLINK 242.79 UTILITIES, CENTURYLINK 1046.40 UTILITIES, COOK'S WASTEPAPER & RECYCLING 64.75 UTILITIES, COOK'S WASTEPAPER & RECYCLING 509.50 UTILITIES, KATHY DEDEYNE 111.56 PROF SERVICES, WENDY DENISON 1400.00 PROF SERVICES, EAST RIVER PSYCHOLOGICAL SERV 2500.00 PROF SERVICES, G & R CONTROLS, INC 823.26 REPAIRS, KRISTA HAUG 86.18 PROF SERVICES, HILLYARD/SIOUX FALLS 314.51 SUPPLIES, CARYN HOJER 81.34 REIMBURSEMENT, INFOTECH SOLUTIONS 3153.99 PROF SERVICES, INTERLAKES COMMUNITY ACTION 543.50 PROF SERVICES, MARK KATTERHAGEN 16.00 PROF SERVICES, JOHN KINDER 68.76 PROF SERVICES, KINGSBURY ELECTRIC COOP 369.00 UTILITIES, KINGSBURY JOURNAL 147.00 PUBLISHING, KRISTEN LONGVILLE 61.07 REIMBURSMENT, ERIC KOBERNUSZ 245.60 PROF SERVICES, KRAMER MECHANICAL 92.16 UTILITIES, VAL LARSON 16.00 PROF SERVICES, LEWIS & CLARK BEHAVIORAL 225.00 PROF SERVICES, LUCY LEWNO 186.73 PROF SERVICES, LINCOLN COUNTY 250.00 CONFERENCE, MAYNARD'S FOOD CENTER 18.98 SUPPLIES, MILLS PROPERTY MANAGEMENT 1232.15 PROF SERVICES, NORTHWESTERN ENERGY 44.20 UTILITIES, NORTHWESTERN ENERGY 24.12 UTILITIES, OFFICE PEEPS INC 116.14 SUPPLIES, OTTERTAIL POWER COMPANY 123.53 UTILITIES, OTTERTAIL POWER COMPANY 1620.72 UTILITIES, PRAIRIE AG PARTNERS 15.00 REPAIRS, DAMIAN PAUL 63.40 PROF SERVICES, TRICIA PETERS 79.48 PROF SERVICES, PROPERTY RECORDS INDUSTRY ASSC 175.00 CONFERENCE, QUILL 134.62 SUPPLIES, RFD NEWS GROUP 427.63 PUBLISHINGS, PAUL ROBY 275.00 MAINTENANCE, SHERRY BELL 66.08 PROF SERVICES, DEAN SCHAEFER COURT REPORTING 24.00 PROF SERVICES, ABIGAIL SCHULTZ 90.20 PROF SERVICES, SDACC 4873.00 PROF SERVICES, SDN COMMUNICATIONS 917.00 PROF SERVICES, SD PUBLIC ASSURANCE ALLIANCE 946.54 PROF SERVICES, THOMSON REUTERS 675.14 SUPPLIES, TRUSTWORTHY HARDWARE 95.90 SUPPLIES, LINDA WESTERGREN 79.48 PROF SERVICES, INNOVATIVE BUSINESS CONSULTANT 704.02 MERP CLAIMS, SD DEPT OF REVENUE 136173.99 STATE REMITTANCE, SDACO 166.00 FEES, CLARK COUNTY AUDITOR 56.00 TRAVEL, 
HIGHWAY

Dave Sorenson, Highway Superintendent, met with the Board to discuss highway matters.

BID OPENING

Brad Stangohr, Ulteig Engineers, opened the following submitted bids for the 218th St paving project:

Bowes Construction

$656,252.05

Duininck



$939,690.40

Asphalt Paving


$826,442.76

Stangohr recommended the Board postpone the decision until he reviewed the bids and provided a summary with his recommendation.

Motion by Lundquist and seconded by Nelson to postpone the bid letting decision until September 2, 2025. All present voting aye. Motion carried.

HIGHWAY

Sorenson presented an agreement from Redstone Dairy for the installation of manure transfer lines and requested authorization to sign said agreement.

Motion by Lundquist and seconded by Spilde to authorize Sorenson to approve and sign said agreement. Motion carried.

Sorenson presented a Right-of-way occupancy application from East River Electric which he had approved and signed for the Chairman to sign. 

Motion by Spilde and seconded by Nelson for Chairman Lee to sign said application. Aye – 3, Nay – 1, Motion carried.

Sorenson requested to move into executive session for personnel.

Motion by Lundquist and seconded by Walls to adjourn from regular session and move into executive session for personnel at 9:25 A.M. All present voting aye. Motion carried.

Chairman Lee declared the Board back into regular session at 9:57 A.M.

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

Motion by Lundquist and seconded by Nelson to adjourn from regular session and move into Board of Adjustment at 10:01 A.M.  All present voting aye. Motion carried.

Chairman Lee declared the Board out of Board of Adjustment and back into regular session at 10:09 A.M.

AUDITOR

Echo Steffensen, Auditor, requested approval to issue a warrant check for $92,211.20 to Manchester Township for their Rural Access Infrastructure Fund grant.
Motion by Nelson and seconded by Spilde to approve said claim and the County Auditor be directed to issue a warrant check for payment of same. All present voting aye. Motion carried.
PLANNING & ZONING

Motion by Lundquist and seconded by Nelson to adjourn from regular session and move into Planning & Zoning at 10:30 A.M. All present voting aye. Motion carried.

Chairman Lee declared the Board out of Planning & Zoning and back into regular session at 10:43 A.M.
RESOLUTION 2025-14

Echo Steffensen, Auditor, read the following resolution for the Plat of Gerald and Kaye Moe Addition forwarded to the Board by the Planning and Zoning Commission:
RESOLUTION # 2025-14

WHEREAS, The Kingsbury County Planning & Zoning Board met to review the Plat of Gerald and Kaye Moe Addition Located in Government Lots 1, 2, 3 &4 and the NW1/4 of Section 18, T110N, R53W of the 5th P.M., Kingsbury County, South Dakota

WHEREAS the Kingsbury County Planning & Zoning Commission recommended approval of the same to the Kingsbury County Board of County Commissioners, and

Now, Therefore, be it resolved, that the Kingsbury County Board of County Commissioners accepts and approves the Plat of Gerald and Kaye Moe Addition Located in Government Lots 1, 2, 3 &4 and the NW1/4 of Section 18, T110N, R53W of the 5th P.M., Kingsbury County, South Dakota

Motion by Lundquist and seconded by Spilde to accept and adopt Resolution 2025-14 and for Chairman Lee to sign the same.

All present voting via roll call. Lee – aye, Nelson – aye, Spilde – aye, Walls – aye and Lundquist – aye. Motion carried.
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT

Kristen Longville, Emergency Management, met with the Board to discuss office matters.

Longville requested approval to adopt the state guidelines for Emergency Management retention as the County’s policy.
Motion by Nelson and seconded by Lundquist to adopt the state Emergency Management retention guidelines as Kingsbury County’s policy. All present voting aye. Motion carried.

Longville presented a contract with TextMyGov for signature.

Motion by Lundquist and seconded by Spilde to authorize Longville to sign said contract. All present voting aye. Motion carried.

Longville provided the Board with a standard operating procedure for TextMyGov for their review.

Longville informed the Board that the 4 requested Homeland Security Grant applications were granted. Lake Preston School application was fully funded, DeSmet School application was approximately one-third funded, Lake Preston Fire application was approximately one-half funded, and the Arlington Fire application was almost totally funded.

Longville presented the 2026 Local Emergency Management Performance Grant agreement for approval and for the Chairman to sign.

Motion by Lundquist and seconded by Spilde to approve the agreement and for the Chairman to sign said agreement. All present voting aye. Motion carried.

MILLS PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
Ryan Stormo and Chad Ebsen, Mills Property Mangement, joined the meeting to update the Board on building matters. 

Stormo informed the Board that 4 leaks had been found in the Courthouse roof which could be the cause of the ceiling damage in the balcony of the courtroom. Verdoon roofing would be working on those repairs. 
Stormo discussed the HVAC bids for the 4-H Building. The bids will be updated and discussed further at the September 16, 2025 meeting.

Other building matters discussed were leaks in the basement, grading at the highway shop, snow removal and gutters.

SHERIFF

Steve Strande met with the Board to discuss office matters.

Strande informed the board the new car had been picked up and was being fitted with the necessary equipment.

Strande requested the Board surplus a 2016 Ford Explorer.

Motion by Lundquist and seconded by Nelson to surplus the 2016 Ford Explorer. All present voting aye. Motion carried.
Strande requested travel approval for September 9, 2025, to Watertown for Sex Offender workshop, September 15, 2025 to Sioux Falls for highway safety grant meeting and September 30 – October 2, 2025 to Watertown for the Sheriff’s conference. Strande requested to have the deputies also attend the conference if possible.
Motion by Spilde and seconded by Walls to approve said travel request. All present voting aye. Motion carried.

Strande informed the Board the generator for the Sheriff’s office needed repairs to the computer board at a cost or $3200.00 plus travel. It was the consensus of the Board to move forward with the repairs.

HUMAN RESOURCES

Natalie Remund, HR Consultant, presented the job description for the Emergency Manager, removing the hours for the sheriff’s department to receive the full 50% reimbursement from the LEMPG grant.

Motion by Spilde and seconded by Nelson to approve said change in the job description. All present voting aye. Motion carried.

Remund presented the job description for the 4-H Program Coordinator for approval. One change was noted. 

Motion by Nelson and seconded by Spilde to approve said job description with the noted change. All present voting aye. Motion carried. 

Remund presented the new Memorandum of Understanding with SDSU for the change to Option Z for Kingsbury County.

Motion by Lundquist and seconded by Nelson to approve the Memorandum of Understanding and for the Chairman to sign said agreement. All present voting aye. Motion carried.

AUDITOR

Steffensen presented a petition for franchise for a grant of the right to construct, maintain, and operate poles and wires in Kingsbury County. This is a renewal of Resolution 2001-19. Hearing date was set for September 16, 2025. Time to be determined.
Steffensen provided a brief update on Vote Centers and the process required. The County can move to Vote Centers by resolution, however, Steffensen stated she would like to get public input before moving forward and would contact other counties that had made the change for ideas on how to do so.

Steffensen requested to move into executive session for personnel.

Motion by Spilde and seconded by Walls to adjourn from regular session and move into executive session for personnel at 12:23 P.M. All present voting aye. Motion carried.

Chairman Lee declared the Board back into regular session at 12:35 P.M.

Steffensen requested permission to advertise for a full-time Deputy Auditor until the position is filled.

Motion by Nelson and seconded by Lundquist to authorize HR to advertise for the full-time Deputy Auditor position until the position is filled. All present voting aye. Motion carried.
HUMAN RESOURCES

Remund requested to move into executive session for contract negotiations.

Motion by Walls and seconded by Spilde to adjourn from regular session and move into executive session for contract negotiations at 12:27 P.M. All present voting aye. Motion carried.

Chairman Lee declared the Board back into regular session at 1:51 P.M.
The Board adjourned to Tuesday, September 2, 2025, at 8:30 A.M.

SIGNED _______________________


  Kyle Lee, Chairman
ATTEST _______________________


  Echo Steffensen, County Auditor

Published 1 week at the total approximate cost of _______.
