OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS KINGSBURY COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
**unapproved draft minutes**
De Smet, South Dakota

August 4, 2026
The Kingsbury County Board of County Commissioners met Tuesday, August 4, 2026, at 8:30 AM in the Courtroom of the County Courthouse with Commissioners Kyle Lee, Roger Walls, Troy Nelson, Steve Spilde, and Corey Lundquist present. Chairman Lee presided

Also attending via Zoom were Erin Rusher, Deputy Treasurer; Kristen Longville, Emergency Manager; Tammy Anderson, Director of Equalization; Jennifer Krueger, Deputy Auditor; Amy Halverson, Kingsbury Journal and Steve Strande, Sheriff.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Those present stood and recited the Pledge of Allegiance
AGENDA
Chairman Lee asked if there were any additions or changes to the agenda. 
Echo Steffensen, Auditor, requested to add a travel request for herself, Michelle Longville, Treasurer and Caryn Hojer, Register of Deeds to attend the Sioux Valley District meeting on August 12, 2026, and to remove the 425th project update.
Motion by Lundquist, second by Spilde to approve the agenda with said amendments. All present voting aye. Motion carried.

MINUTES 
Chairman Lee asked if there were any changes to the minutes from July 21, 2026. There were none.
Motion by Spilde, second by Walls to approve the minutes of July 21, 2026. All present voting aye. Motion carried.

Chairman Lee asked if there were any changes to the minutes from July 30, 2026. 

Commission Lundquist noted the signatory needed to be corrected.

Motion by Lundquist, second by Spilde to approve the minutes as corrected. All present voting aye. Motion carried.

TRAVEL

Motion by Nelson, second by Lundquist to approve travel for the Auditor, Treasurer and Register of Deeds to Hayti for the Sioux Valley Commission district meeting. All present voting aye. Motion carried.
PUBLIC COMMENT

Chairman Lee asked for public comment. 
There was none.
CONFLICT OF INTEREST

Chairman Lee asked the Board if there was any conflict of interest. 
There was none.
APPROVE CLAIMS

Motion by Walls, second by Lundquist, to approve the claims presented to the Board and direct the County Auditor to issue warrant checks for payment. All present voting aye. Motion carried.
1ST DIST ASSC OF LOCAL GOVT. 3799.96 DUES, 605 CUSTOM DESIGN LLC 290.00 SUPPLIES, ANDERSON LUMBER, LLC 507.12 REPAIR, AT&T 87.50 UTILITIES, BADGER OIL COMPANY 1207.25 SUPPLIES, PAULA BERGAN 390.00 ELECTION WORKER, CONNIE BICKETT 244.50 ELECTION WORKER, BROOKINGS COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFF 1260.00 PRISONER CARE, JEFF BURNS 1209.80 FEES, JOYCE CARLSON 252.20 ELECTION WORKER, CENTRALSQUARE TECHNOLOGIES 9423.17 PRO SERV, CENTURY BUSINESS PRODUCTS 33.16 SUPPLIES, BRIAN CHRISTENSEN 36.40 TRAVEL, CIVIL DESIGN INC. 15492.86 PRO SERV, COWBOY COUNTRY STORE-DESMET 136.75 SUPPLIES, DE SMET WELDING 1947.88 REPAIR, DOOLEY ENTERPRISES INC 396.04 SUPPLIES, GREG DUFFY 33.60 TRAVEL, ELECTION SYSTEMS & SOFTWARE LL 771.95 SUPPLIES, G & R CONTROLS, INC 1670.01 REPAIRS, GALLS, LLC 21.65 SUPPLIES, ANTHONY HALVERSON 36.00 ELECTION WORKER, CONSTANCE HALVERSON 234.00 ELECTION WORKER, VIKKI HASCHE 303.30 ELECTION WORKER, CARYN HOJER 72.00 ELECTION WORK, INNOVATIVE BUSINESS CONSULTANT 2211.09 FEES & HLTH INS CLAIMS, INDEPENDENCE UPFITTERS LLC 500.00 REPAIR, INFOTECH SOLUTIONS 2659.99 PRO SERV, INTERLAKES COMMUNITY ACTION 602.92 PRO SERV, INTERSTATE BATTERY 497.90 SUPPLIES, INTERSTATE BATTERY 89.90 SUPPLIES, INTERSTATE ALL BATTERY CENTER 253.08 EQUIPMENT, VIKKI IRVIN 67.50 ELECTION WORKER, JAY'S AUTOBODY 451.38 REPAIR, JEBRO, INCORPORATED 840.00 SEALING, LINDA S JENSEN 330.20 ELECTION WORKER, BARBARA JONES 235.40 ELECTION WORKER, LAMMERS, KLEIBACKER & BROWN 2030.00 FEES, DIANNE LARSON 252.20 ELECTION WORKER, MARY LEE 36.00 ELECTION WORKER, ROGER LEE 72.00 ELECTION WORKER, DEEANN LOVETT 257.60 ELECTION WORKER, COREY LUNDQUIST 322.00 TRAVEL, RENAE LUNDQUIST 252.00 ELECTION WORKER, CURT LUNDQUIST 92.20 TRAVEL, LYLE SIGNS, LLC 881.74 SUPPLIES, MAC'S HARDWARE 64.08 SUPPLIES, DEBORAH MILLER 244.40 ELECTION WORKER, DEBRA MILLER 268.10 ELECTION WORKER, YESIKA MUNOZ 234.00 PRO SERV, BYRON NOGELMEIER 9.10 FEES, NORTHWESTERN ENERGY 37.42 UTILITIES, OFFICE PEEPS INC 1009.06 SUPPLIES, RYAN OLSON 28.00 TRAVEL, PRAIRIE AG PARTNERS 4140.32 FUEL, PRAIRIE AG PARTNERS 426.60 REPAIR, PAUL JENNINGS CONSTRUCTION 1315.80 REPAIR, DIANE PERRY 271.60 ELECTION WORKER, PITNEY BOWES 213.90 PRO SERV, LINDA POPPEN 255.00 ELECTION WORKER, SD PUBLIC HEALTH LABORATORY 50.00 PRO SERV, RFD NEWS GROUP 773.93 PUBLISHING, PAUL ROBY 395.00 PRO SERV, BONNIE RUSCHE 310.40 ELECTION WORKER, JAIME RYDBOM 47.20 ELECTION WORKER, KATLYNN RYDBOM 42.70 ELECTION WORKER, WILLIAM RYDBOM 48.60 ELECTION WORKER, SCHAEFER HOME IMPROVEMENTS 350.00 REPAIR, SDACC 3623.00 PRO SERV, SDEMA 125.00 TRAVEL, LYNETTE SPANBAUER 313.40 ELECTION WORKER, SPENCER QUARRIES INC 1899.68 SEALING, ECHO STEFFENSEN 246.75 TRAVEL, DEAN STEFFENSEN 66.80 ELECTION WORKER, STEVENS CONSTRUCTION, LLC 5587.49 REPAIR, STEVE STRANDE 20.80 SUPPLIES, TRANSOURCE 161.21 SUPPLIES, TRUENORTH STEEL 3184.61 SUPPLIES, TRUSTWORTHY HARDWARE 73.97 SUPPLIES, TYLER TECHNOLOGIES, INC. 3410.50 PRO SERV, KIMBERLY VAN EIDIE 53.64 ELECTION WORKER, VANDER HAAG'S, INC. 2009.30 SUPPLIES, VERIZON 439.57 UTILITIES, VISA 30.78 SUPPLIES, VISA 734.99 SUPPLIES, VISA 223.71 SUPPLIES, MIDWAY SERVICE DBA VOLLAN OIL 21343.50 FUEL, DOROTHY VOSSLER 234.00 ELECTION WORKER, ROGER WALLS 16.80 TRAVEL, JOANN WARD 319.20 ELECTION WORKER, ERLAND WEERTS 28.00 TRAVEL, PAT WHEELER 67.50 ELECTION WORKER, WW TIRE 2766.70 REPAIR,DCI 60.00 PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
END OF MONTH

COURTHOUSE SALARIES                               $82,986.33
HIGHWAY SALARIES                                   38,081.17
PAYROLL DEDUCTION

Wellmark Health Plan
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    291.00
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AFLAC







       1,623.80
AFLAC








  1,183.48
AFLAC Dental
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Optilegra
Vision






    688.68
Reliance Life Insurance
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SD Retirement Supplement Pretax



    499.00
SD Retirement System 
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SD Retirement Supplement





    574.00
AFSCME








    296.64
Kingsbury County






 35,271.15
OFFICE REPORTS

The Board reviewed the July 2026 fee reports from the Register of Deeds, Sheriff, and Director of Equalization. Motion by Spilde, second by Nelson, to accept the Auditor’s report with the Treasurer as of the close of business on July 31, 2026, as presented. All present voting aye. Motion carried.
REGISTER OF DEEDS

Caryn Hojer, Register of Deeds, met with the Board to discuss the tree in the front yard that was damaged by wind. Hojer asked if the tree could be removed and another purchased to replace it since the tree had been donated as a memorial. It was the consensus of the Board to replace the tree this fall.

Hojer informed the Board she had investigated wiring the generator to provide backup to the network, informing them the cost for this would run around $50,000.00 and would be cost prohibitive.
HIGHWAY 
Dave Sorenson, Highway Superintendent, met with the Board to update them on highway matters.

AUDITOR

Steffensen, Auditor, requested approval to transfer $3818.00 from the general fund to the Emergency Management fund per the 2026 budget.

Motion by Lundquist, second by Nelson to approve said transfer. All present voting aye.

Steffensen asked the Board their thoughts on the new law that allowed counties to establish a sales tax to offset owner-occupied property taxes. It was the consensus of the Board they would not establish a sales tax at this time.

US FISH AND WILDLIFE

Steffensen presented for Bryce Ahlers, Wildlife Refuge Manager, a request for the Commission to approve the purchase of 65 acres more-or-less located in the SE1/4 of section 15, T110N, R56 by the Madison Wetland Management District. 
Motion by Spilde, second by Nelson to approve the purchase of 65 acres more-or-less located in the SE1/4 of section 15, T110N, R56 by the Madison Wetland Management District. All present voting aye. Motion carried.

HUMAN RESOURCES

Jessica Bingham, HR Consultant, requested to move into executive session for legal matters.

Motion by Lundquist, second by Walls to adjourn from regular session and move into executive session for legal matters at 9:19 A.M. All present voting aye. Motion carried.

Chairman Lee declared the Board out of executive session at 9:28 A.M.
The Board adjourned until 10:00 A.M.

The Board reconvened at 10:00 A.M.

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

Motion by Nelson, second by Spilde, to adjourn from regular session and move into Board of Adjustment at 10:00 A.M. All present voting aye. Motion carried.
Chairman Lee declared the Board out of Board of Adjustment and back into regular session at 10:10 A.M.

LEGISLATIVE AUDIT
Kasey Ingraham, Legislative Audit, met with the Board to discuss findings of the 2023-2024 audit. Ingraham informed the Board the audit went well, and the Courthouse employees were very cooperative.  She informed the Board one deficiency noted as a material weakness is the County does not have an internal control system in place for preparation of the annual financial report. Ingraham stated this is a blanket deficiency noted in all audits. Ingraham also provided a list of immaterial violations that need to be addressed. 
Motion by Nelson, second by Spilde to have Kyle Lee Chairman sign the letter of acknowledgement for the audit. All present voting aye. Motion carried.
Chairman Lee congratulated all the department heads on a good audit report. 

ZONING ORDINANCE REVIEW

Todd Kays, 1st District, continued the review of the County zoning policy. Commercial/Industrial District, Lake Park District, Town District and other miscellaneous policies were reviewed.

The Board adjourned to Tuesday, August 18, 2026, at 8:30 A.M.
SIGNED _______________________


  Kyle Lee, Chairman


ATTEST _______________________

  Echo Steffensen, County Auditor
Published 1 week at the total approximate cost of ________.

