OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS KINGSBURY COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
**unapproved draft minutes**
De Smet, South Dakota

June 18, 2026
The Kingsbury County Board of County Commissioners met on Thursday, June 18, 2026, at 8:30 A.M. in the Commissioner Room of the County Courthouse. Commissioners Kyle Lee, Roger Walls, Corey Lundquist, Steve Spilde, and Troy Nelson were present. Chairman Lee presided.

Also in attendance was Jessica Bingham, Human Resources Consultant.
Attending by Zoom were Amy Halverson of the Kingsbury Journal; Erin Rusher, Deputy Treasurer; Tammy Anderson, Director of Equalization; Kristen Longville, Emergency Manager; Jennifer Krueger, Deputy Auditor; and Andrew Kangas of CDI.
Chairman Lee called the meeting to order.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Those present recited the Pledge of Allegiance.
AGENDA
Chairman Lee asked whether there were any additions or changes to the agenda.
Echo Steffensen, Auditor, requested to add legal matters as the reason for the executive session for Human Resources.

Motion by Spilde, second by Lundquist, to approve the agenda as amended. All present voted aye. Motion carried.
MINUTES
Chairman Lee asked whether there were any changes to the June 4, 2026, minutes.

There were none.

Motion by Lundquist, second by Nelson to approve the minutes of June 4, 2026. All present voting aye. Motion carried.

PUBLIC COMMENT

Chairman Lee called for public comment. There was none.
CONFLICT OF INTEREST
Chairman Lee asked whether any Board member had a conflict of interest. There was none.
APPROVE CLAIMS

Motion by Lundquist, second by Spilde, to approve the following claims and direct the County Auditor to issue warrant checks for payment. All present voted aye. Motion carried.
TAMMY ANDERSON 294.00 TRAVEL, APPEARA 120.31 REPAIRS, ASPHALT PAVING & MATERIALS 757057.34 REPAIRS, AT&T 87.49 UTILITIES, CENTURYLINK 967.27 UTILITIES, CIVIL DESIGN INC. 29540.00 PRO SERV, COMPLETE EQUITY MARKETS, INC 4329.00 INSURANCE, COOK'S WASTEPAPER & RECYCLING 9.93 UTILITIES, COOK'S WASTEPAPER & RECYCLING 77.23 UTILITIES, CR MECHANICAL LLC 153.06 SUPPLIES, AVERA DE SMET HOSPITAL 189.00 PRO SERV, CARYN HOJER 70.00 TRAVEL, HOLIDAY INN CITY CENTRE 880.00 TRAVEL, INDEPENDENCE UPFITTERS LLC 2748.00 REPAIRS, INFOTECH SOLUTIONS 3108.99 PROF SERV, KINGBROOK RURAL WATER 56.35 UTILITIES, KINGSBURY ELECTRIC COOP 2870.82 REPAIRS, KINGSBURY ELECTRIC COOP 424.20 UTILITIES, KINGSBURY JOURNAL 1024.62 PUBLISHING, JENNIFER KRUEGER 250.00 TRAVEL, KRISTEN LONGVILLE 191.33 TRAVEL, NORTHWESTERN ENERGY 163.32 UTILITIES, NORTHWESTERN ENERGY 154.47 UTILITIES, O'KEEFE IMPLEMENT 116.34 REPAIRS, O'KEEFE IMPLEMENT 1067.66 SUPPLIES, OTTERTAIL POWER COMPANY 1229.25 UTILITIES, OTTERTAIL POWER COMPANY 130.03 UTILITIES, PHEASANTLAND INDUSTRIES 25.01 SUPPLIES, MAGGIE PURINTUN 294.00 TRAVEL, PAUL ROBY 550.00 MAINT, ERIN RUSHER 250.00 TRAVEL, AMANDA STARNES 238.80 TRAVEL, ECHO STEFFENSEN 236.60 TRAVEL, THOMSON REUTERS 339.57 PRO SERV, TRUSTWORTHY HARDWARE 133.15 SUPPLIES, TRUSTWORTHY HARDWARE 266.08 SUPPLIES, USPS 410.00 SUPPLIES, VALLEY FIBERCOM 171.42 UTILITIES, VISA - PUR 1064.44 SUPPLIES,SD DEPT OF REVENUE 148873.26 STATE REMITTANCE, AMERICAN BANK & TRUST 1725.58 BOND INTEREST
TRAVEL

Motion by Lundquist, second by Spilde to approve travel for the Register of Deeds to Pierre for software meeting. All present voted aye. Motion carried.

HIGHWAY

Chairman Lee presented the following for the Highway Superintendent:
Utilities Certificate for Project PH 6312(22).

Motion by Lundquist, second by Spilde, to approve the Utilities Certificate for Project PH 6312(22) and authorize the Chairman to sign it. All present voted aye. Motion carried.
Right-of-Way Certificate for Project PH 6312(22).

Motion by Spilde, second by Nelson, to approve the Right-of-Way Certificate for Project PH 6312(22) and authorize the Chairman to sign it. All present voted aye. Motion carried.
Application for Occupancy on the Right of Way of County Highways from Valley Fibercom on 441st Ave. All to be bored.

Motion by Walls, second by Lundquist, to approve the Application for Occupancy on the Right of Way of County Highways from Valley Fibercom on 441st Ave. All present voted aye. Motion carried.
Application for Occupancy on the Right of Way of County Highways from Sioux Valley Energy on CR 6 (218th). All to be bored.

Motion by Lundquist, second by Walls, to approve the Application for Occupancy on the Right of Way of County Highways from Sioux Valley Energy on CR 6 (218th). All present voted aye. Motion carried.
Application for Occupancy on the Right of Way of County Highways from Kingsbury Electric on CR 13. All to be bored.

Motion by Spilde, second by Lundquist, to approve the Application for Occupancy on the Right of Way of County Highways from Kingsbury Electric on CR 13. All present voted aye. Motion carried.
Application for Occupancy on the Right of Way of County Highways from Sioux Valley Energy on CR 10. All to be bored.

Motion by Spilde, second by Lundquist, to approve the Application for Occupancy on the Right of Way of County Highways from Sioux Valley Energy on CR 10. All present voted aye. Motion carried.
Steffensen requested approval to hire a seasonal mower for the highway department at a rate of $20.12 per hour.
Motion by Spilde, second by Nelson, to approve hiring a seasonal mower for the highway department at a rate of $20.12 per hour. All present voted aye. Motion carried.
EAST RIVER ELECTRIC

Jerae Wire and Mitch McNary of East River Electric Cooperative and Evan Buckmiller of Kingsbury Electric Cooperative joined the meeting to discuss pole placement in the right of way and an application for occupancy on CR 11.
Wire informed the Board that East River Electric hires a third-party surveyor to determine the right of way and pole locations. Wire explained that they follow the statutory right of way, which does not necessarily correspond with the measured right of way because roads shift over time.
An Application for Occupancy on the Right of Way of County Highways from East River Electric for CR 11 to place a 115 kV electric transmission line and OPGW 48-count fiber was presented. All cable is to be bored.
Motion by Spilde, second by Lundquist, to approve the Application for Occupancy on the Right of Way of County Highways from East River Electric for CR 11 to place a 115 kV electric transmission line and OPGW 48-count fiber. All present voted aye. Motion carried.
425th AVE PROJECT

Andrew Kangas, Civil Design Inc., joined the meeting via Zoom to provide an update on the 425th Ave project. Kangas reported that work was progressing well, the bridge structure was complete, and paving was expected to begin around July 15, 2026.
EXECUTIVE SESSION

Motion by Lundquist, second by Nelson, to adjourn from regular session and move into executive session for personnel and legal matters at 9:35 A.M. All present voted aye. Motion carried.
Chairman Lee declared the Board out of executive session at 9:56 A.M.

OPEN DISCUSSION

Commissioner Walls advised the Board that he had discussed trimming the trees around the courthouse with the conservation office. The Board requested that Walls also speak with them about trimming around lakes and road ditches.
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

Motion by Spilde, second by Nelson, to adjourn from regular session and move into Board of Adjustment at 10:02 A.M. All present voted aye. Motion carried.
Chairman Lee declared the Board out of Board of Adjustment and back into regular session at 10:05 A.M.

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
Kristen Longville met with the Board to discuss increasing the County’s annual TextMyGov text message limit. Longville reported that the County’s current annual limit is 50,000 messages, usage has reached 51,164 messages, and additional messages may be purchased as follows: 25,000 for $350, 50,000 for $600, or 100,000 for $900.00.
The Board asked whether unused messages would roll over to the next year. Longville believed they would but said she would confirm.
Motion by Nelson, second by Spilde, to purchase 25,000 additional text messages for $350. All present voted aye. Motion carried.
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

Caryn Hojer, IT Coordinator, met with the Board to discuss ADA requirements for the County website. Hojer presented information from Factor 360 of Pierre, South Dakota, explaining that Factor 360 works with SecureSD, which may provide funding for the transition. Hojer recommended that the County work with Factor 360. She said the cost would be approximately $3,800.00 per year. The Board reviewed the estimate and had questions about the one-time setup fee versus the annual fee. Hojer said she would clarify.
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

Motion by Spilde, second by Walls, to adjourn from regular session and move into Board of Adjustment at 10:30 A.M. All present voted aye. Motion carried.
Chairman Lee declared the Board out of Board of Adjustment and back into regular session at 11:03 A.M.

AUDITOR
Echo Steffensen, Auditor, advised the Board that resolutions were omitted from the April 21, 2026, and May 19, 2026, minutes and that those minutes needed to be corrected as follows:
April 21, 2026

Steffensen read the following resolution:
RESOLUTION # 2026-7

WHEREAS, the Kingsbury County Planning & Zoning Board met to review the Plat of Ash Grove Addition in the Northeast ¼ (NE1/4) of Section 1, Township 109N, Range 53 W of the 5th P.M., Kingsbury County, South Dakota;
WHEREAS, the Kingsbury County Planning & Zoning Commission recommended approval of the same to the Kingsbury County Board of County Commissioners; and
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Kingsbury County Board of County Commissioners accepts and approves the Plat of Ash Grove Addition in the Northeast ¼ (NE1/4) of Section 1, Township 109N, Range 53 W of the 5th P.M., Kingsbury County, South Dakota.
Motion by Spilde, second by Lundquist, to accept and adopt Resolution 2026-7 and authorize Chairman Lee to sign the same.
All present voted by roll call: Lee – aye, Spilde – aye, Walls – aye, Lundquist – aye, Nelson- aye. Motion carried.
May 19, 2026

Steffensen read the following resolutions:

RESOLUTION # 2026-9
WHEREAS, the Kingsbury County Planning & Zoning Board met to review the Plat of Whitewood Storage Addition in the NE1/4 of Section 28, Township 110 North, Range 54 West of the 5th P.M., Kingsbury County, South Dakota;
WHEREAS, the Kingsbury County Planning & Zoning Commission recommended approval of the same to the Kingsbury County Board of County Commissioners; and
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Kingsbury County Board of County Commissioners accepts and approves the Plat of Whitewood Storage Addition in the NE1/4 of Section 28, Township 110 North, Range 54 West of the 5th P.M., Kingsbury County, South Dakota.
Motion by Spilde, second by Walls, to accept and adopt Resolution 2026-9 and authorize Chairman Lee to sign the same.
All present voted by roll call: Lee – aye, Spilde – aye, Walls – aye, Lundquist – aye. Motion carried.
RESOLUTION # 2026-10

WHEREAS, the Kingsbury County Planning & Zoning Board met to review the Plat of Lots 1 and 2 of Outlot 20 of the Southeast Quarter of the Northeast Quarter (SE1/4NE1/4) of Section 33, Township 111 North, Range 56 West of the 5th P.M., Kingsbury County, South Dakota;
WHEREAS, the Kingsbury County Planning & Zoning Commission recommended approval of the same to the Kingsbury County Board of County Commissioners; and
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Kingsbury County Board of County Commissioners accepts and approves the Plat of Lots 1 and 2 of Outlot 20 of the Southeast Quarter of the Northeast Quarter (SE1/4NE1/4) of Section 33, Township 111 North, Range 56 West of the 5th P.M., Kingsbury County, South Dakota.
Motion by Nelson, second by Walls, to accept and adopt Resolution 2026-10 and authorize Chairman Lee to sign the same.
All present voted by roll call: Lee – aye, Spilde – aye, Walls – aye, Lundquist – aye. Motion carried.
Motion by Nelson, second by Spilde, to correct the April 21, 2026, and May 19, 2026, minutes to include the omitted resolutions as stated. All present voted aye. Motion carried.
Steffensen requested approval to pay out 1,164.36 hours of vacation leave and 14.08 hours of compensatory time to the former deputy auditor.

Motion by Lundquist, second by Nelson, to pay out 1,164.36 hours of vacation leave and 14.08 hours of compensatory time to the former deputy auditor. All present voted aye. Motion carried.
Steffensen informed the Board that, because the Governor runoff election is scheduled for July 28, 2026, the canvass must be completed within six days of the election, on or before Monday, August 3, 2026. The Board elected to hold the canvass on Thursday, July 30, 2026, at 8:30 A.M.
Steffensen asked whether the eight hours of employee volunteer time could be transferred from one employee to another. The Board agreed to allow the transfer.
Steffensen updated the Board on the post-election audit, reporting that it went well and that the vote totals counted by the post-election audit board matched the tabulator counts.
Steffensen presented Draw #4 for the Tax Incremental Revenue Bond, Series 2026, 425th Ave project from Civil Design Inc. in the amount of $30,902.50.
Motion by Lundquist, second by Spilde, to approve Draw #4 for the Tax Incremental Revenue Bond, Series 2026, 425th Ave project from Civil Design Inc. in the amount of $30,902.50. All present voted aye. Motion carried.
RECESS

The Board recessed to review the new sound system installed in the courtroom.
PLANNING AND ZONING

Motion by Lundquist, second by Nelson, to adjourn from regular session and move into Planning and Zoning at 1:56 P.M. All present voted aye. Motion carried.
Chairman Lee declared the Board out of Planning and Zoning and back into regular session at 12:11 P.M.
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
Hojer returned to the meeting and informed the Board that the website transition cost would be approximately $2,600.00 and the annual website cost would be less than $1,000.00.
The Board asked Hojer to check into adding the ability to accept credit card payments via the website for Planning and Zoning fees.

Motion by Nelson, second by Lundquist, to approve the Factor 360 estimate for migration to a .gov domain at a total cost of $3,500.00. All present voted aye. Motion carried.
RESOLUTION 2026-12
Steffensen read the following resolution:

RESOLUTION # 2026-12

WHEREAS, the Kingsbury County Planning & Zoning Board met to review the Plat of Lake Preston Cemetery Second Addition located in the Southwest Quarter of the Northwest Quarter (SW1/4NW1/4) of Section 2, Township 110 North, Range 55 West of the 5th Principal Meridian, Kingsbury County, South Dakota;
WHEREAS, the Kingsbury County Planning & Zoning Commission recommended approval of the same to the Kingsbury County Board of County Commissioners; and
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Kingsbury County Board of County Commissioners accepts and approves the Plat of Lake Preston Cemetery Second Addition located in the Southwest Quarter of the Northwest Quarter (SW1/4NW1/4) of Section 2, Township 110 North, Range 55 West of the 5th Principal Meridian, Kingsbury County, South Dakota.
Motion by Walls, second by Lundquist, to accept and adopt Resolution 2026-12 and authorize Chairman Lee to sign the same.
All present voted by roll call: Lee – aye, Nelson – aye, Spilde – aye, Walls – aye, Lundquist – aye. Motion carried.
The Board adjourned until Tuesday, July 7, 2026, at 8:30 A.M.
SIGNED _______________________


  Kyle Lee, Chairman
ATTEST _______________________


  Echo Steffensen, County Auditor

Published 1 week at the total approximate cost of ________.
