MILLETS CULTIVATION PER ACRE
Pearl Millet (Bajra): Plant pearl millet with row-to-row spacing of about 20-30 cm and in-row spacing of 10-15 cm.
Foxtail Millet (Thinai): Foxtail millet typically requires row-to-row spacing of 15-20 cm and in-row spacing of 5-10 cm.
Little Millet (Samai): Plant little millet with row-to-row spacing of 10-15 cm and in-row spacing of 5-7.5 cm.
Finger Millet (Ragi): Finger millet can be spaced with row-to-row spacing of 15-20 cm and in-row spacing of 10-15 cm.
Soil: well-drained soil. Ensure proper drainage to avoid water logging.
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Companion planting with various plants can help deter pests and diseases in millet cultivation. Here's an extensive list of
recommended companion plants for different millet varieties to deter pests and fungal diseases, along with guidance on

their strategic placement and the minimum number of essential companion plants for effective pest and disease

management:

Companion Plants for Various Millet Cultivation:

Pearl Millet (Bajra): Companion Plants: Marigolds, dill, chrysanthemums.

Benefits: Marigolds deter aphids and nematodes, dill attracts beneficial insects to prey on pests, and chrysanthemums
help prevent rust.

Foxtail Millet (Thinai): Companion Plants: Nasturtiums, rosemary, basil.
Benefits: Nasturtiums deter aphids and serve as sacrificial plants, rosemary prevents powdery mildew, and basil deters
downy mildew.
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Little Millet (Samai): Companion Plants: Basil, calendula, yarrow.

Benefits: Basil helps deter downy mildew, calendula attracts beneficial insects, and yarrow attracts pollinators and
predatory insects.

Finger Millet (Ragi): Companion Plants: Lavender, mint, chamomile.

Benefits: Lavender attracts pollinators and predatory insects, mint deters some pests with its scent, and chamomile
helps prevent damping-off disease.

Strategic Placement of Companion Plants:

Marigolds and Nasturtiums: Plant them around the border of the millet field to create a protective ring.

Dill and Basil: Intersperse these herbs among millet rows.

Rosemary and Lavender: Place them near or within the millet field, ensuring they are every 2-3 rows for effective
coverage.

Chrysanthemums and Chamomile: These can also be planted near or within the field, following the same spacing pattern
as rosemary and lavender.

Calendula, Yarrow, and Mint: Similar to basil, you can plant them among the millet rows.

Minimum Number of Essential Companion Plants:

For marigolds and nasturtiums, aim for 5-10 plants per 100 square meters. Adjust based on field size.

Dill, basil, rosemary, lavender, chrysanthemums, and chamomile should have 2-4 plants per 100 square meters.

For calendula, yarrow, and mint, having 2-4 plants of each per 100 square meters should suffice.

These are general guidelines, and the actual number of companion plants needed may vary based on field size, local pest

and disease pressure, and environmental factors. Regular monitoring and adjustment are essential for effective pest and
disease management in millet cultivation.
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