CHIA SEED CULTIVATION PER ACRE
Chia is often grown during the rainy season or just before the onset of the monsoons.
Soil: well-drained soil. Ensure proper drainage to avoid water logging. Seed requirement 1 to 1.5 kg per acre. Spacing
20 to 30 centimeter / 8 to 12 inches or more.
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Furthermore, we recommend incorporating cow-based products such as "Jeevamruth" and "Gokripamruth" to further
enhance the soil health. These products, derived from cow dung and cow urine, contain beneficial microorganisms and
nutrients that contribute to the overall fertility and vitality of the soil. Applying "Jeevamruth" and "Gokripamruth" as
organic fertilizers can improve soil structure, nutrient availability, and microbial activity, ultimately benefiting the
growth and development.

We also recommend utilizing the uncultivated period by seeding your farms with various monocot, dicot, and oil seeds.
You can sow three kilograms of each type of seed and an additional five kilograms of various different seeds. Allow these
plants to grow and then mulch them back into the soil between the forty-fifth and fiftieth day, before flowering. This
practice provides diversity and natural green manure to your farms, enriching the soil and promoting overall soil health.
It also deters invasive plants, controls insect populations, and helps avoid disease.

By incorporating diverse companion plant species during the uncultivated period and utilizing cow-based products like
"Jeevamruth" and "Gokripamruth," farmers can enhance soil fertility, promote biodiversity, and foster sustainable
farming practices. You can also use SOLAR TRAP. These practices contribute to healthier crops, and improved overall
farm productivity.

Chia seed farming can benefit from companion planting to deter pests, prevent diseases, and enhance overall crop
health. Although chia is not traditionally grown in South India, you can still use companion plants commonly found in the
region. Here are recommended companion plants and the minimum numbers needed for a 100 square meter area:

Companion Plants for Chia Seed Farming:

Sunflowers (Helianthus annuus): Attract beneficial insects like ladybugs and pollinators.
Plant a minimum of 10-15 sunflowers around the chia seed area.
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Marigold (Tagetes spp.): Deters nematodes and some insect pests.
Plant a minimum of 20-30 marigold plants at the borders of your chia seed plot.

Basil (Ocimum basilicum): Repels aphids, thrips, and whiteflies.
Interplant a minimum of 10-15 basil plants within the chia seed rows.

Coriander (Coriandrum sativum): Attracts beneficial insects and repels aphids.
Interplant a minimum of 10-15 coriander plants within or around the chia seed area.

Strategic Placement:

Sunflowers (Helianthus annuus): Plant sunflowers around the chia seed area to attract beneficial insects and provide
shade to the soil, which helps maintain moisture and reduce weed growth.

Marigold (Tagetes spp.): Plant marigolds at the borders of your chia seed plot to deter nematodes and some insect
pests.

Basil (Ocimum basilicum): Interplant basil within the chia seed rows to repel aphids, thrips, and whiteflies.

Coriander (Coriandrum sativum): Interplant coriander within or around the chia seed area to attract beneficial insects
and repel aphids.

These specified minimum numbers and strategic placements should help you establish a basic companion planting
system for pest and disease management within a 100 square meter area. However, be prepared to adjust the
guantities based on specific pest and disease pressures in your region. Regular observation and adaptation are key to
achieving effective results with companion planting. Additionally, since chia may not be a traditional crop in South India,
consult with local agricultural experts for specific guidance on its cultivation in your region.
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