Creepers: Cucumbers, Zucchini, Bitter Gourd (Karela), Ridge Gourd (Turai/Torai), Snake Gourd (Padwal/Chichinda), Ash
Gourd (Winter Melon/Petha), Pumpkins, Watermelons, Winter Squash (Butternut, Acorn, etc.) / A2 3To0INED,
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In South India, the climate is generally favorable for a wide range of creeper plants. Here's a list of creepers that are
commonly grown in South India, along with their approximate harvest times:

Creepers Harvested Within 120 Days:

Cucumbers (50-70 days): Cucumbers are quick growers and can be ready for harvest in about 50 to 70 days.

Zucchini (50-60 days): Zucchini is a fast-growing summer squash that typically matures in 50 to 60 days.

Bitter Gourd (Karela) (70-90 days): Bitter gourd is a popular creeper in South India and can be harvested in 70 to 90 days.

Ridge Gourd (Turai/Torai) (70-90 days): Ridge gourd is another common creeper in South India, and it usually matures in
70 to 90 days.

Snake Gourd (Padwal/Chichinda) (80-100 days): Snake gourd is a longer-season creeper, taking about 80 to 100 days to
mature.

Creepers that Take About 150 Days to Harvest:

Ash Gourd (Winter Melon/Petha) (100-150 days): Ash gourd is a larger creeper and can take up to 150 days to reach
maturity.

Pumpkins (100-120 days): Many pumpkin varieties are harvested within 100 to 120 days, but some larger varieties might
take a bit longer.

Watermelons (80-120 days): While some watermelon varieties are ready for harvest in 80 to 100 days, larger ones can
take up to 120 days.

Winter Squash (Butternut, Acorn, etc.) (90-110 days): Various winter squash varieties may take 90 to 110 days to
mature.

Please note that these are approximate harvest times, and the actual time to maturity can vary depending on factors like
the specific variety, local growing conditions, and climate. Be sure to consult the seed packet or seed supplier's
information for precise details about the variety you plan to grow in South India.
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Furthermore, we recommend incorporating cow-based products such as "Jeevamruth" and "Gokripamruth" to further
enhance the soil health. These products, derived from cow dung and cow urine, contain beneficial microorganisms and
nutrients that contribute to the overall fertility and vitality of the soil. Applying "Jeevamruth" and "Gokripamruth" as
organic fertilizers can improve soil structure, nutrient availability, and microbial activity, ultimately benefiting the
growth and development.

We also recommend utilizing the uncultivated period by seeding your farms with various monocot, dicot, and oil seeds.
You can sow three kilograms of each type of seed and an additional five kilograms of various different seeds. Allow these
plants to grow and then mulch them back into the soil between the forty-fifth and fiftieth day, before flowering. This
practice provides diversity and natural green manure to your farms, enriching the soil and promoting overall soil health.
It also deters invasive plants, controls insect populations, and helps avoid disease.

By incorporating diverse companion plant species during the uncultivated period and utilizing cow-based products like
"Jeevamruth" and "Gokripamruth," farmers can enhance soil fertility, promote biodiversity, and foster sustainable
farming practices. You can also use SOLAR TRAP. These practices contribute to healthier crops, and improved overall
farm productivity.

Thus you can reduce the application of Natural Horticulture Oil up to 50%.
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Companion planting can be a valuable strategy to deter pests and diseases and promote healthier growth in various
creeper plants. Here's a list of recommended companion plants and guidance on their strategic placement within or
around a 100 square meter area of creeper farming, which includes cucumbers, zucchini, bitter gourd, ridge gourd,
snake gourd, ash gourd, pumpkins, watermelons, and winter squash. Additionally, I'll specify the minimum number of
each essential companion plant for effective pest and disease management.

Recommended Companion Plants for Creeper Farming:

Marigolds: Marigolds are known to deter nematodes and repel many insect pests. Plant them at the borders of your
creeper bed.

Basil: Basil can help deter aphids, whiteflies, and other common pests. Interplant basil within the creeper rows.

Nasturtiums: Nasturtiums can repel aphids, whiteflies, and squash bugs. Place them around the edges of the creeper
bed.

Mint: Mint can deter aphids and attract beneficial insects. Plant it near your creeper plants.

Onions and Garlic: These alliums help deter various pests and fungal diseases. Plant them alongside creeper rows.

Strategic Placement:
Interplant companion plants within the creeper rows to maximize their benefits.
Place taller companions like marigolds on the north side of your creeper bed to avoid shading the creeper plants.

Ensure proper spacing to prevent competition for sunlight and nutrients.

Minimum Number of Essential Companion Plants for 100 Square Meters:

For a 100 square meter area of creeper farming, here's the minimum number of each essential companion plant:
Marigolds: Plant one marigold every two meters along the border of the creeper bed.

Basil: Interplant one basil plant within every four creeper plants.

Nasturtiums: Place one nasturtium plant every two meters around the edges of the creeper bed.

Mint: Plant one mint plant every two meters near the creeper bed.

Onions or Garlic: Plant one row of onions or garlic for every four rows of creeper plants.

This planting scheme should provide effective pest and disease management and contribute to healthier creeper crops
in a 100 square meter area. Be sure to adapt the numbers based on the actual dimensions of your creeper bed and
garden layout. Additionally, always monitor your crops for signs of pests or diseases and take appropriate action as
needed.
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