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2026 · AM I ELIGIBLE FOR SOCIAL SECURITY BENEFITS
IF I HAVE BEEN DIVORCED?

Is your ex-spouse alive?

Sorry, during the first two 
years after your divorce 
you are not eligible for 
spousal benefits unless 
your ex-spouse has filed 

for benefits.

Sorry, while you are 
married you are not 
eligible for spousal 

benefits based on your 
ex-spouse's record.

Sorry, you must wait until 
both of you have reached 
age 62 (unless you are, or 

your ex-spouse is, disabled).

Sorry, you are not eligible 
to collect spousal benefits 
based on your ex-spouse's 

record.

Did you have more than 
one marriage that lasted at 

least 10 years?

Are you married to 
someone else?

You may be eligible for 
survivor benefits.

You are eligible for 50% of 
your ex-spouse's Primary 
Insurance Amount (PIA) or 
100% of your own benefits, 

whichever is greater. 

See “Am I Eligible For Social 
Security Benefits As A 

Surviving Spouse?” flowchart.

See “Am I Eligible For
Social Security Benefits

As A Spouse?” flowchart.

See “Will My Social Security 
Benefits Be Reduced?” 

flowchart.

You can pick the ex-spouse 
that will provide that 

greatest benefits. Follow 
the flowchart to determine 
eligibility for each spouse.

If you plan on earning 
more than $24,480 in 
2026, your benefits

may be reduced.

Between FRA and age 70.
No advantages to delay 
taking spousal benefits 

past FRA.

Between 62 and your FRA.
Benefits are reduced as 
much as 35% if taken at 

age 62.

Were you married to your 
ex-spouse for at least 10 

years?

You may be eligible for 
benefits on your current 

spouse's record.

Are you eligible for benefits 
on your own record?

No claiming
strategy exists.

When do you plan to 
collect benefits?

Did the divorce occur at 
least two years ago?

Are you and your 
ex-spouse at least age 62?

Has your ex-spouse 
filed for benefits?

NoYes

NoYes

YesNo

YesNo

NoYes

NoYes

YesNo

NoYes

At FRA.

START HERE
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The information provided herein was obtained from sources believed to be reliable and is believed to be accurate as of the time
presented, but is without any express or implied warranties of any kind. Neither Andy Panko EMC LLC nor Andy Panko warrant
that the information is free from error.

The information provided herein is not advice specific to you or your circumstances but is instead general tips and education.
None of the information provided herein is intended as investment, tax or legal advice. Your use of the information is at your sole
risk. Before considering acting on any information provided herein, you should consult with your investment, tax or legal advisor.

Under no circumstances shall Andy Panko EMC LLC or Andy Panko be liable for any direct, indirect, special or consequential
damages that result from your use of, or your inability to use, the information provided herein.

This information is not intended as a recommendation, offer or solicitation to buy, hold or sell any financial instrument or
investment advisory services. 
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