
© fpPathfinder.com. Licensed for the sole use of Andy Panko. All rights reserved. Used with permission. Updated 12/01/2023.

2024 · SHOULD I INHERIT MY DECEASED SPOUSE’S TRADITIONAL IRA?

Are you the sole 
beneficiary of your 

spouse’s traditional IRA?

Consider rolling over the 
IRA into your own IRA 

because the RMD will be 
less than if you inherited 

the IRA.

Consider inheriting the IRA 
as distributions from an 
inherited IRA are never 

subject to a penalty.

Consider inheriting the IRA 
as distributions from an 
inherited IRA are never 

subject to a penalty.

Your RMD is based on the 
longer of your life 

expectancy or your spouse’s 
life expectancy using the 

Single Life Table.

Your RMD is based on 
your life expectancy using 

the Uniform Life Table 
and must commence by 

your RBD.

Did your spouse pass 
away before their RBD?

If the IRA can be timely 
divided into separate 

accounts or shares, you 
can qualify as the sole 

beneficiary of your 
separate share.

Did your spouse satisfy 
the RMD requirements 

for the current year?

Consider making the 
election to be treated as 

your deceased spouse (per 
SECURE Act 2.0).

You are an Eligible 
Designated Beneficiary; 
accordingly, your RMD is 

based on your life 
expectancy using the Single 

Life Table and must begin on 
the later of the year after the 

year your spouse passed 
away or the year your 

spouse would have started 
taking their own RMDs.
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NoYes
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Which best describes
your situation:

You want income and are 
younger than 59.5.

You are age 59.5 or older, 
and are older than your 

deceased spouse.

Consider making the 
election to be treated as 

your deceased spouse (per 
SECURE Act 2.0). RMDs 
(based on the Uniform 

Lifetime Table) are delayed 
until the age that your 

deceased spouse would 
have needed to start taking 

their own RMD.

You don’t want income 
and/or are younger than 
your deceased spouse.

You must take the 
remaining RMD amount 

this year.

Are you older than
your spouse?

Are you younger
than age 59.5?

Do you want income from 
this account?

You do not have to take 
an RMD this year.

You can always roll this 
account into your own IRA 

at a later point.

Start Here
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The information provided herein was obtained from sources believed to be reliable and is believed to be accurate as of the time
presented, but is without any express or implied warranties of any kind. Neither Andy Panko EMC LLC nor Andy Panko warrant
that the information is free from error.

The information provided herein is not advice specific to you or your circumstances but is instead general tips and education.
None of the information provided herein is intended as investment, tax or legal advice. Your use of the information is at your sole
risk. Before considering acting on any information provided herein, you should consult with your investment, tax or legal advisor.

Under no circumstances shall Andy Panko EMC LLC or Andy Panko be liable for any direct, indirect, special or consequential
damages that result from your use of, or your inability to use, the information provided herein.

This information is not intended as a recommendation, offer or solicitation to buy, hold or sell any financial instrument or
investment advisory services. 
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