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School Ministries Statement of Belief

We accept and proclaim the historic truths of the Christian faith including the following:
God and the Human Race

We hold that the Lord our God is one: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit and that He fulfills his sovereign
purposes — in creation, revelation, redemption, judgment, and the coming of his kingdom — by calling
out from the world a people united to himself and to each other in love.

We acknowledge that God wonderfully and immutably created us, male and female, in his own likeness
and image, conferring on us dignity and worth and enabling us to respond to him. We are now members
of a fallen race; we have sinned and come short of his glory.

We believe that the Father has shown us his holy love in giving Jesus Christ, his only Son, for us, while
through our sinfulness and guilt, we were subject to his wrath and condemnation, and has shown his
grace by putting sinners right with himself when they place their trust in his Son.

We confess Jesus Christ as Lord and God; as truly human, born of the Virgin Mary; as Servant, sinless, full
of grace and truth; as only Mediator and Savior, dying on the cross in our place, representing us to God,
redeeming us from the grip, guilt, and punishment of sin; as victor over Satan and all his forces, rising
from death with a glorious body, being taken up to be with his Father, and one day returning personally
in glory and judgment to establish his kingdom.

We believe in the Holy Spirit who convicts the world of guilt in regard to sin, righteousness and
judgment; who makes the death of Christ effective to sinners, declaring that they must now turn to Christ
in repentance, and directing their trust toward the Lord Jesus Christ, who through the new birth makes
us partakers in the life of the risen Christ, illuminating their minds to grasp the truth of Scripture,
producing in them his fruit, granting to them his gifts, and empowering them for service in the world.

The Scriptures

We believe that the Old and New Testament Scriptures are God-breathed since their writers spoke from
God as they were moved by the Holy Spirit; hence are fully trustworthy in all that they affirm and are our
highest authority for faith and life.

The Church and Its Mission

We recognize the Church as the body of Christ held together and growing up in him, both as a total
fellowship throughout the world and as the local congregation in which believers gather.
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We acknowledge the commission of Christ to proclaim the Good News to all people making them
disciples, and teaching them to obey him; and We acknowledge the command of Christ to love our
neighbors, resulting in service to the Church and society, in seeking reconciliation for all with God and
their fellows, in proclaiming liberty from every kind of oppression, and in spreading Christ's justice in an
unjust world until he comes again.

Marriage, Gender, and Sexuality

We believe that God wonderfully and immutably creates each person as male or female. These two
distinct, complementary genders together reflect the image and nature of God. (Gen 1:26-27.) Rejection
of one’s biological sex is a rejection of the image of God within that person.

We believe that the term “marriage” has only one meaning, and that is marriage sanctioned by God, which
joins one man and one woman in a single, exclusive, covenantal union, as delineated in Scripture.

We believe that God intends sexual intimacy to only occur between a man and a woman who are married
to each other. We believe that God has commanded that no intimate sexual activity be engaged in outside
of a marriage between a man and a woman.

We believe that any form of sexual immorality, such as adultery, fornication, homosexual conduct,
bisexual conduct, bestiality, incest, any use of pornography or any attempt to change one’s sex, or
otherwise acting upon any disagreement with one’s biological sex, is sinful and offensive to God.

We believe that in order to preserve the function and integrity of [the organization] as the local Body of
Christ, and to provide a biblical role model to the [the organization] members and the community, it is
imperative that all persons employed by [the organization] in any capacity, or who serve as volunteers,
agree to and abide by this Statement on Marriage, Gender, and Sexuality. (Matt 5:16; Phil 2:14-16; 1
Thess 5:22.)

We believe that God offers redemption and restoration to all who confess and forsake their sin, seeking
His mercy and forgiveness through Jesus Christ.

We believe that every person must be afforded compassion, love, kindness, respect, and dignity. Hateful
and harassing behavior or attitudes directed toward any individual are to be repudiated and are not in
accord with Scripture nor the doctrines of the church, (Genesis 1:27-28; Genesis 2:18-25; Exodus 20:14;
Matthew 19:3-12; Romans 1:26-27; 1 Corinthians 6:9-20; Ephesians 5:22-33; Hebrews 13:4).
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