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In	this	enjoyable	reported	speech	speaking	activity,	students	ask	a	question	to	everyone	in	the	class.	Students	then	write	down	in	reported	speech	the	questions	they	were	asked	and	report	back	on	the	answers	they	received.	Give	each	student	a	question	card.	Students	go	around	the	class,	asking	the	other	students	the	question	on	their	card	and
making	a	note	of	the	answers.	In	pairs,	students	then	try	to	remember	and	write	down	in	reported	speech	the	questions	they	were	asked,	e.g.	'Ryan	asked	when	my	birthday	was'.	When	the	pairs	have	finished,	check	the	answers	with	the	class	by	asking	pairs	of	students	what	questions	they	can	remember,	e.g.	'What	did	Ryan	ask	you?'	The	correct
answer	is	then	checked	with	the	student	who	asked	the	question.	Afterwards,	students	summarize	the	answers	they	received	and	report	them	back	to	the	class	using	reported	speech,	e.g.	'Five	people	said	their	birthday	was	in	July.	Four	people	said	their	birthday	was	in	October',	etc.	We	can	use	reported	speech	to	express	orders,	requests	and	advice.
Orders	An	order	is	when	somebody	tells	you	to	do	something.	We	can	use	‘tell’	with	infinitives	to	report	orders:	Jim’s	mum:	Wash	your	hands!	Dinner’s	ready!She	told	him	to	wash	his	hands.	Jim’s	mum:	Don’t	touch	that	pan	–	it’s	hot!She	told	him	not	to	touch	the	pan.	The	structure	here	is:	tell	+	someone	+	(not)	to	do	something	The	most	common
verb	for	reporting	an	order	is	‘tell‘,	but	we	can	also	use	other	verbs	such	as:	order,	command,	instruct:	The	sergeant	commanded	his	men	to	stand	straight.The	manager	instructed	his	team	to	follow	the	guidelines.	

Note	that	the	structure	here	is	the	same	as	with	the	verb	‘tell’.	Requests	A	request	is	when	somebody	asks	you	to	do	something	–	usually	politely.	We	can	use	‘ask’	with	infinitives	to	report	requests:	Jim’s	mum:	Can	you	wash	your	hands?	Dinner’s	ready!She	asked	him	to	wash	his	hands.	Jim’s	mum:	Don’t	touch	that	pan	–	it’s	hot!	She	asked	him	not	to
touch	the	pan.	The	structure	here	is:	ask	+	someone	+	(not)	to	do	something	Requests	for	objects	When	we	want	that	somebody	gives	us	something,	we	can	‘ask	for‘	it:	Jim:	Mum,	can	I	have	some	bread?Jim	asked	her	for	some	bread.	Jim’s	sister:	Could	I	have	a	glass	of	water?Jim’s	sister	asked	for	a	glass	of	water.	The	structure	here	is:	ask	(someone)
for	+	object	Let’s	summarize	these	structures:	Other	reporting	verbs	We	can	also	use	a	lot	of	other	verbs	in	reported	speech.	We	can	use	the	verbs	‘suggest’,	‘insist’,	‘recommend’,	‘demand’,	‘request‘,	and	‘propose‘	to	report	advice	and	suggestions.	Some	of	them	follow	the	same	pattern:	She	ordered	him	to	wash	his	hands.She	advised	him	to	wash	his
hands.She	ordered	him	not	to	touch	the	pan.She	advised	him	not	to	touch	the	pan.	For	example,	we	can	transform	the	following	direct	speech	sentences	into	reported	speech:	Come	on.	Eat	your	vegetables.	They’re	good	for	you!She	persuaded	him	to	eat	his	vegetables.	Remember	to	wash	the	dishes.She	reminded	him	to	wash	the	dishes.	Don’t
forget!She	warned	him	not	to	forget.	Sometimes	the	pattern	is	different:	OK,	Mum.	I’ll	wash	the	dishes.He	promised	to	wash	the	dishes.NOT:	He	promised	her	to	wash	the	dishes.	Why	don’t	you	watch	TV?He	suggested	(that)	she	should	watch	TV.He	suggested	(that)	she	watch	TV.	‘That’	and	‘should’	are	optional	in	these	clauses.	Note	that	‘suggest‘,
‘recommend‘,	and	‘propose‘	may	also	be	followed	by	a	gerund.	You	can	also	say:	He	suggested	watching	TV.NOT:	He	suggested	her	to	watch	TV.NOT:	He	suggested	to	watch	TV.	Because	we	use	the	infinitive,	there	is	no	need	to	worry	about	tense.	But	as	with	reported	statements	and	reported	questions,	we	may	need	to	change	pronouns	as	well
as	time	and	place	in	reported	requests.	Consider	the	example:	They	said	to	the	architect:	“We’d	like	you	to	meet	us	here	tomorrow.”They	asked	the	architect	to	meet	them	there	the	next	day.	Watch	this	small	video	explaining	how	reported	speech	is	used	for	orders	and	requests:	See	also:	Reported	Speech:	Overview	Reported	Speech:	Tenses	We	and
our	partners	use	cookies	to	Store	and/or	access	information	on	a	device.	

We	and	our	partners	use	data	for	Personalised	ads	and	content,	ad	and	content	measurement,	audience	insights	and	product	development.	An	example	of	data	being	processed	may	be	a	unique	identifier	stored	in	a	cookie.	Some	of	our	partners	may	process	your	data	as	a	part	of	their	legitimate	business	interest	without	asking	for	consent.	To	view	the
purposes	they	believe	they	have	legitimate	interest	for,	or	to	object	to	this	data	processing	use	the	vendor	list	link	below.	The	consent	submitted	will	only	be	used	for	data	processing	originating	from	this	website.	If	you	would	like	to	change	your	settings	or	withdraw	consent	at	any	time,	the	link	to	do	so	is	in	our	privacy	policy	accessible	from	our
home	page..	Continue	with	Recommended	Cookies	We	and	our	partners	use	cookies	to	Store	and/or	access	information	on	a	device.	We	and	our	partners	use	data	for	Personalised	ads	and	content,	ad	and	content	measurement,	audience	insights	and	product	development.	An	example	of	data	being	processed	may	be	a	unique	identifier	stored	in	a
cookie.	Some	of	our	partners	may	process	your	data	as	a	part	of	their	legitimate	business	interest	without	asking	for	consent.	To	view	the	purposes	they	believe	they	have	legitimate	interest	for,	or	to	object	to	this	data	processing	use	the	vendor	list	link	below.	The	consent	submitted	will	only	be	used	for	data	processing	originating	from	this	website.	If
you	would	like	to	change	your	settings	or	withdraw	consent	at	any	time,	the	link	to	do	so	is	in	our	privacy	policy	accessible	from	our	home	page..	Continue	with	Recommended	Cookies	Make	reported	commands	and	requests.	"Sit	down,	please,"	she	asked	me.	She	asked	me	to	sit	down.	Related	pages:	Exercises,	PDF	worksheets	and	grammar	rules.
Reported	commands,	requests	and	questions	Reported	speech	Reported	speech	worksheets	PDF	Reported	commands	and	requests	We	use	verbs	such	as	advise,	ask,	beg,	forbid,	order,	persuade,	recommend,	tell,	urge,	warn	etc.	to	introduce	commands	and	requests	in	the	reported	speech.	In	the	direct	speech	we	usually	do	not	mention	the	person	in
the	imperative.	In	the	reported	speech	the	person	addressed	must	be	mentioned.	"Stand	up,"	the	teacher	said.	-	The	teacher	told	the	children	to	stand	up.	"Please,	prepare	for	the	exam,"	she	said.	

-	She	urged	me	to	prepare	for	the	exam.	



"Take	off	your	shoes,"	I	said.	-	I	advised	him	to	take	off	his	shoes.	"Lie	down	on	the	floor,"	ordered	the	policeman.	-	The	policeman	ordered	the	robber	to	lie	down	on	the	floor.	Negative	commands	and	requests	Negative	commands	and	requests	are	made	by	verb	+	object	+	not	+	infinitive.	"Don't	be	late	again,"	said	Jane.	

-	Jane	urged	me	not	be	late	again.	
"Don't	hesitate,"	our	teacher	persuaded	us.	-	Our	teacher	persuaded	us	not	to	hesitate.	"Don't	smoke,"	the	doctor	warned	my	father.	-	The	doctor	warned	my	father	not	to	smoke.top


