CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING
4-9-20
Virtually present:  Pam Meek, Ron Easton, Sara Meyers, Pastor Bill George, Jim McDonald, Joyce Cutbirth, and Nancy Cramer.

The meeting started at 7 pm.

Devotion
Prayer was given by Pr. Bill.

Treasurer's Report
No report due to work issues related to the virus.
At least 50% of our members use Simply Giving for electronic offering.  Members will be asked to mail all offering checks to the church office.  Jim is checking the mail and letting Joyce know when there are items to deposit.

Minutes
No report due to virtual meeting and not all members had access to email.
Pastor's Report

He wants to contact other Blue Springs clergy to see what projects can be shared between churches to make a bigger impact.  He will also ask if they have a member as treasurer or employ an outside business.

President's Report
Transition Team

No report
Worship & Music
The order for palms was cancelled.  Jean Meroni will be contacted to see if an order was placed for lilies and if so, cancel it.
Ways to involve members with our online services was discussed. Having members read the lessons and send the video to Ron for loading onto the website was discussed. Videos use a lot of memory, so he uses Drop Box for pastor’s sermons. Thanks to Pr. Bill for taping his sermons and thanks to Ron for all his work with the online services.  Ron will ask Tyler and Katie Melton if they would be able to send him a clip of special music.  David Fast will be asked if he can play his piano/organ duet for Easter
We would like to do a special service when we have our first service after the stay at home order is lifted. 
May 24, 2020 is the last Sunday in the Easter Season.  Pentecost is 5/31/20.

Learning

No report
Witness
Pam will put these in the next newsletter and Ron will put the following items in the weekly email and on the website:
-be safe

-please mail offering checks to the office

-Talent Show is cancelled (Jim will remove signs from church doors)

-suggest that contributions to foodbanks continue (grocery stores?  Online?)

Sara will contact Project Comfort to see if anyone wants to sew masks for members or the community.  Pam will coordinate pickup/drop off for items.

Stewardship
No report
Community Life

No report
Property

The lawn has been mowed.  Phil was working on a mowing schedule.

Old Business

There are two openings on church council:  Joyce Cutbirth and Jim McDonald.  They have graciously offered to stay on for additional time until candidates can be found and elections held at the congregational meeting.  The May 17, 2020 meeting may need to be rescheduled.
New Business

Schools are closed through the end of May.  Other organizations are cancelling activities through June and July.  We will wait and see if Jackson county and/or the cities extend the stay at home order.  The synod convention in St Louis in June has been cancelled.
Pastor’s current transitional contract runs out on 5/1/20.  Pam gave him a draft of the proposed extension.  We will not be able to finalize it before that date.  He will contact the bishop’s office to see if they have any guidelines to follow.  He is willing to extend but does not want to commit to another year.  The virus has slowed down the progress of the Transitional Team, but he feels it would be best for him to extend for a shorter time.  We could approve the current contract and amend it later.
The Lord’s Prayer was recited.

Meeting be adjourned at 7:50 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted
Sara Meyers

Council Secretary
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