All Saints Lutheran Church
421 SW 19th Street
Blue Springs, MO 64015

Council Meeting February 11, 2026

Betsy Reese			Heather Antes
Pastor Sarah Pierce		Katie Dustin (Absent)
Flavia Via 			Carla Girkin
Paul Blixrud			Janet Cooper
Rebecca Morris (Absent)

Guests:  None.

Betsy called the meeting to order at 6:39 pm.

a.  Devotion: Pastor Sarah shared one of her favorite hymns: “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” (Hymn No. 631) written by Charles Wesley (1707-1788).  Mr. Wesley was an English Anglican cleric and a principal leader of the Methodist movement.  He wrote over 6500 hymns in his lifetime.  Flavia will do the March 2026 devotion.

b.  Minutes from January 14, 2026:  After discussion and corrections, Pastor Sarah moved to approve the minutes and Janet seconded the motion.  The motion carried.

c.  Treasurer’s Report for February 2026:  Topics discussed included the following:
1. The purchasing of file folders.
2. October, November, and December 2025 bank account balances that Jean needs to review.
3. Thrivent Financial.
4. Mission Investment Fund has acknowledged the loan has been paid off.
5. Carla has sent out all the necessary W-2 and 1099 tax forms.  Payroll taxes have been paid.
6. The congregation report is due in March.
7. Carla is still working on the Jackson County tax exempt status application.

Betsy would like to get a locking bank bag to be used when there is no one to count the cash and checks on any given Sunday; thus securing the monies until later in the week when they can be deposited.  Betsy will have Jean inquire with Central Bank.  Pastor Sarah said they are between $10-$20 on Amazon if we need to purchase one.


OLD BUSINESS:
a.  Paul has installed the new mail box on the existing post.  Carla will take one of the keys and Betsy will discuss with Jean on where to keep the second key.

b.  Profiles:  Betsy is waiting for two Council members profiles for the website.

c.  Light pole in parking lot:  Betsy said Jean is having difficulty trying to get service on the parking lot light that is not working.
d.  Betsy will ask Pam to set up a meeting with the support team (Pam, Judi, Jerrian) to meet with the staff (Pastor Sarah and Jean).


NEW BUSINESS:
a.  Sanctuary Ceiling Repairs:  Paul and the Council reviewed the estimate from Z Home Repair (Chris Zrostlik) to repair the drywall and install 4 can lights in the sanctuary ceiling.  The estimate is for $2296.40.  Mr. Zrostlik would need to have his scaffolding up for approximately one week (Monday-Friday).  After discussion, Pastor Sarah made a motion to approve this estimate, plus an additional $1500, if needed, for repairs that may be hidden and not yet realized.  And for Paul to approve these additional repairs on site.  Janet seconded the motion.  The motion carried.  

b.  The Church will have an ice cream social on February 15th; with the Council providing the ice cream and toppings.   

c.  Ash Wednesday is February 22nd and there will be a meal before the service.  A sign up sheet is in the narthex.

d.  Coffee with Council scheduled for February 22nd will be rescheduled for March 1st.  Mr. Dave Mareske will preach during the service and discuss the Hollis Fundraiser during Coffee with Council. The Church’s Hollis Fundraiser will be March 15th.

e.  The Council will have lunch ahead of their March Council meeting.


REPORTS:
a.  Pastor’s:  Written report.  
1. Pastor Sarah is working on her annual congregational demographic information report.
2. She is also working on her pastor’s report which she submits to the Bishop.
3. Pastor Sarah is discussing with Kent and Carla Deubner about becoming “associate members”.
4. The midweek Lenten services have been scheduled.
5. Pastor Sarah said there will be a new setting for Lent.

b.  President’s:  Written report.  
1. Betsy is working with Royal Sign regarding an additional new RIC sign.
2. Tracy has agreed to serve as the Church’s parliamentarian
3. Heather has agreed to serve another term on the Council.
4. Betsy is working on ideas for celebrating Mother’s Day on May 10th.

c.  Worship and Music:  Betsy said she has been enjoying the African hymns lately during service. Janet said the bell choir will be performing on Ash Wednesday and on Easter Sunday.  Janet said she is working with Carla and Doug Neeb on an organ/piano iPad.

d.  Property:
1. Paul said he is looking into needed concrete repairs on the sidewalk that leads to the storage shed.

e.  Learning and Youth:  No report.

f.  Stewardship:  Written report.
1. Janet said God’s Global Barnyard will begin during Lent.
2. Betsy will address nursing home ideas to help those residents who have no one to assist with clothing needs.

g.  Community Life:  Erek’s graduation celebration will be on Ash Wednesday, February 18th.

h. Witness/Marketing/Outreach:  No report.


Betsy adjourned the meeting at 7:50 pm.


Respectfully submitted,

Paul Blixrud, Church Council Secretary
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