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Good Friday, April 03, 2026

You are absolutely invited into this sacred space.  We welcome all who are seeking God’s love and grace.  All Saints recognizes that we are all unique and beloved children of God.  We celebrate and give thanks for the many diverse gifts that God has given us.  We affirm the sacredness of people of all sexual orientations, gender identities, and gender expressions.  We affirm the sacredness of all those who have experienced exclusion because of race, ability, age, or culture. We are committed to working towards anti-racism in ourselves and our community. We affirm the sacredness of all those who wrestle with addiction, physical or mental health, imprisonment, socio-economic circumstances, or anything that too often divides us.  We believe that through our openness we all grow in our faith through Christ’s teaching to love one another as God loves us.  We need each other and our sincere hope is by being in community together, we will experience God’s presence in new and real ways.

The offering plate is by the main door to the sanctuary for your convenience. 

[bookmark: _Hlk819872491]**Stand as you are comfortable

Good Friday Service of Light and Darkness
Tenebrae (Latin for “darkness”) was the name given to the medieval predawn morning prayer celebrated by monks during the last three days in Holy Week. In recent centuries, this monastic liturgy—despite its early morning light imagery—was transferred to Wednesday evening in Holy Week. In the monastic practice, it was a service of prayers and readings from scripture. As the light began to dawn, the candles used for reading were gradually extinguished, so that at the end of the service, the rising sun provided the necessary light for reading and singing.
In the service presented here, the extinguishing of candles has been placed within the reading of the Passion according to John, the ancient gospel narrative for the day. With this form, seven or fourteen candles are used. Following each section, one or two candles are extinguished.
The Johannine passion account is appointed for Good Friday because the synoptic passion accounts are read in successive years on the Sunday of the Passion. John’s passion account sees Jesus’ death as his glorification. Rather than “mourning” the dying or dead Jesus on Good Friday, the cross is acclaimed as the sign of the world’s redemption. The procession of the cross and adoration of the crucified Christ become the primary symbolic action of this day. We offer honor and reverence to the one who, lifted up from the earth, draws all people to himself. This service does not end in darkness and sadness, as if the assembly were reenacting the death of Christ. Rather, the liturgy ends with Christ exalted on the cross, an image from John’s gospel.
Gathering
All gather in silence. 
**Prayer of the Day
Loving God, we gather tonight to remember the crucifixion of your Son, our Savior. Help us to know that this is not the end; that because you have conquered death, we have received the gift of eternal life. We pray this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 
Reading

Isaiah 52:13—53:12
13“You will prosper, my Servant, 
you will be raised up and highly exalted. 
14Even as the crowds were appalled after seeing you – 
you were so disfigured as to no longer look human – 
15so will the crowds be shocked at you, 
and rulers will stand speechless before you; 
for they will see something never told 
and witness something never heard: 
53:1 ‘Who would have believed 
what we have just heard?
When was the arm of God revealed in you?
2You grew up like a sapling before us, 
like a root in parched soil! 
You had no stately form or majesty to make us look at you, 
there was no beauty to attract us.
3You were rejected and despised by all; 
you know suffering intimately, 
and you are acquainted with sickness. 
When we saw you, we turned our faces away; 
we despised you and did not value you. 
4Yet you bore our illnesses 
and carried our suffering. 
We thought you were being punished, 
struck down by God, and brought low – 
5but it was for our offenses that you were pierced, 
for our sins that you were crushed; 
upon you lies a chastening that brings us wholeness, 
and through your wounds we are healed.
6All of us, like sheep, have gone astray; 
each of us goes our own way. 
But God has laid upon you the guilt of us all.’
7Though treated harshly, you bore it humbly 
and never opened your mouth.
Like a lamb being led to slaughter, or a sheep before shearers, 
you were silent and never opened your mouth.
8Seized by force and condemned, you were taken away; 
who would ever have foreseen your destiny?
You were taken from the land of the living 
through the sin of my people, who deserved the punishment.
9You were buried with evildoers 
and entombed with the rich, 
though you had done no wrong, 
and deceit was not found in your mouth.
10But God chose to crush and afflict you; 
if you make yourself a reparation offering, 
you will see your descendants, 
you will prolong your days, 
and the will of God will prevail through you.
11Through your suffering, 
you will see contentment and light.
By your knowledge, my Righteous One, my Servant, 
you will justify many by taking their guilt upon yourself. 
12Therefore, I will grant you a reward among the great, 
and you will divide the spoils with the mighty; 
for you exposed yourself to death itself, 
and allowed yourself to be counted among criminals, 
while you bore the guilt of many and interceded for sinners.”

Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

Opening Hymn: Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross                                              ELW #335 

The Passion According to St. John
John 18:1-11

1After Jesus had [spoken], he left with the disciples and crossed the Kidron Valley. There was a garden there, and Jesus and the disciples entered it. 2Judas, the traitor, knew the place well, because Jesus often met there with his disciples. 3Judas led the Roman cohort to the place, along with some Temple guards sent by the chief priests and Pharisees. All were armed and carried lanterns and torches. 

4Then Jesus, aware of everything that was going to take place, stepped forward and said to them, “Who are you looking for?”

5“Are you Jesus of Nazareth?” they asked.

Jesus said, “I am.” Now Judas, the traitor, was with them. 6When Jesus said “I am,” they all drew back and fell to the ground. 

7Again, Jesus asked them, “Who are you looking for?”

They replied, “Jesus of Nazareth.”

8Jesus said, “I have already told you that I am the one you want. If I am the one you’re looking for, let the others go.” 9This was to fulfill what he had spoken: “Of those you gave me, I have not lost a single one.”

10Simon Peter, who had a sword, drew it and struck the high priest’s attendant, cutting off his right ear. The name of the attendant was Malchus.

11Jesus said to Peter, “Put your sword back in its sheath. Am I not to drink the cup Abba God has given me?”

First candle may be extinguished.

Hymn: Go to Dark Gethsemane vs 1-2 						ELW #347

John 18:12-27

12Then the cohort and its captain and the Temple guards seized and bound Jesus. 13They took him first to Annas. Annas was the father-in-law of Caiaphas, who was high priest that year. 14It was Caiaphas who had advised the Temple authorities that it was better to have one person die on behalf of the people.

13Simon Peter and another disciple followed Jesus. This disciple, who was known to the high priest, entered his courtyard with Jesus, 16while Peter hung back at the gate. So the disciple known to the high priest went back and spoke to the doorkeeper, and brought Peter inside. 

17The doorkeeper said, “Aren’t you one of this guy’s followers?”

But Peter answered, “No, I’m not.”

18Now the night was cold, so the attendants and guards had lit a charcoal fire and were warming themselves. Peter was with them as well, keeping warm.

19The high priest questioned Jesus about his disciples and his teachings. Jesus answered, “I have spoken publicly to everyone; I have always taught in synagogues and in the Temple area where the whole Jewish people congregate. I have said nothing in secret. 21So why do you question me? Ask those who have heard me. Ask them what I said to them – they know what I said.”

22When Jesus said this, one of the guards standing by slapped him and said, “Is this how you answer the high priest?”

23“If I’ve said anything wrong,” Jesus replied, “point it out; but if I’m right in what I said, why do you strike me?”

24Then Annas sent him, still shackled, to Caiaphas the high priest.

25Meanwhile, Simon Peter was still standing there warming himself. Others asked him, “Aren’t you one of his disciples?”

But Peter denied it, saying, “I am not!”

26One of the attendants of the high priest, a relative of the attendant whose ear Peter had severed, spoke up: “Didn’t I see you in the garden with him?”

27Again Peter denied it. At that moment a rooster crowed.

Second candle may be extinguished.

Hymn: Go to Dark Gethsemane vs 3-4						ELW #347

John 18:28-40

28At daybreak, they led Jesus from the house of Caiaphas to the Praetorium. The Temple authorities didn’t enter the Praetorium, for they would have become ritually unclean and unable to eat the Passover seder. 29So Pilate went out to them and asked, “What charges do you bring against this person?”

30They responded, “We wouldn’t have brought him to you if he weren’t a criminal.”

31Pilate told them, “Take him yourselves, and judge him by your own Law.”

The Temple authorities replied, “We don’t have the power to put anyone to death. 32this was to fulfill what Jesus had said about the way he was going to die.

33So Pilate reentered the Praetorium and summoned Jesus. “Are you the King of the Jews?” asked Pilate.

34Jesus answered, “Do you say this of your own accord, or have others told you about me?”

35Pilate replied, “Am I Jewish? It is your own people and the chief priests who hand you over to me. What have you done?”

36Jesus answered, “My realm is not of this world; if it belonged to this world, my people would have fought to keep me out of the hands of the Temple authorities. No, my realm is not of this world.”

37Pilate said, “So you’re a King?”

Jesus replied, “You say I’m a King. I was born and came into the world for one purpose – to bear witness to the truth. Everyone who seeks the truth hears my voice.”

38“Truth? What is truth?” Asked Pilate. 

With that, Pilate went outside and spoke to the people. “I find no guilt in him,” he said. 39But according to your custom, I always release a prisoner at the Passover. Do you want me to release ‘the King of the Jews’?”

40They shouted, “Not him! We want Barabbas!” Barabbas was a robber.

Third candle may be extinguished.

Hymn: O Sacred Head, Now Wounded, vs 1-2			 			ELW #351

John 19:1-7

1So Pilate ordered that Jesus be flogged. 2Then the soldiers wove a crown out of thorns and put it on his head, and dressed him in a purple robe. 3They went up to him repeatedly and said, “All hail the King of the Jews!” And they struck him in the face.

4Pilate came outside once more and said to the crowd, “Look, I’ll bring him out here to make you understand that I find no guilt in him.” 5So Jesus came out wearing the purple robe and the crown of thorns, and Pilate said, “Look upon the one you accuse!”

6When the chief priests and the Temple guards saw Jesus, they shouted, “Crucify him! Crucify him!”

Pilate told them, “Do it yourself. I find no reason to condemn him.”

7“We have a law,” the Temple authorities replied, “that says he ought to die because he claimed to be the Only Begotten of God.”

Fourth candle may be extinguished.

Hymn: O Sacred Head Now Wounded, vs 3-4					ELW #351

John 19:8-16a

8When Pilate heard this, he was even more afraid. 9He went back into the Praetorium and asked Jesus, “where do you come from?”

Jesus didn’t answer.

10Then Pilate said to Jesus, “You refuse to speak? Bear in mind that I have the power to release you – and the power to crucify you.”

11“You would have no authority over me,” Jesus replied, “unless it had been given to you by God. Therefore the person who handed me over to you has the greater sin.”

12Upon hearing this, Pilate attempted to set Jesus free. But the crowd shouted, “If you set him free, you’re no ‘friend of Caesar’. Anyone who claims to be a king defies Caesar!”

13Hearing these words, Pilate took Jesus outside and seated himself on the judge’s seat at the place called the Pavement – “Gabbatha,” in Hebrew. 

14Now it was almost noon on Preparation Day for the Passover. Pilate said to the people, “Here is your king!”

15“Take him away!” they shouted. “Take him away! Crucify him!”

Pilate asked, “Do you want me to crucify your king?”

The chief priests said, “We have no king but Caesar!”

16Then Pilate handed Jesus over to them to be crucified.

Fifth candle may be extinguished.

Hymn: My Song Is Love Unknown vs 1-2						ELW #343

John 19:16b-22

16bSo they took Jesus, 17carrying his own cross, to what is called the Place of the Skull – in Hebrew, “Golgotha.” 18There they crucified him, along with two others, one on either side of Jesus. 
19Pilate wrote a notice and had it put on the cross. It read, “Jesus of Nazareth, King of the Jews.” 20The notice, in Hebrew, Greek and Latin, was read by many people, because the place where Jesus was crucified was near the city. The chief priests said to Pilate, “Don’t write ‘King of the Jews,’ but ‘This one said, I am King of the Jews.’”

22Pilate replied, “I have written what I have written.”

Sixth candle may be extinguished.

Hymn: My Song is Love Unknown vs 3 and 6					ELW #343

John 19:23-30

23After the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they took his clothing and divided it into four pieces, one for each soldier. They also took the seamless robe. 24The soldiers said to one another, “Let’s not tear it. We can throw dice to see who will get it.” 

This happened in order to fulfill the scripture, “They divided my garments among them and, for my clothing, they cast lots.” And this is what they did.

25Standing close to Jesus’ cross were his mother; his mother’s sister, Mary, the wife of Clopas; and Mary of Magdala. 26When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved standing there, he said to his mother, “Here is your son.” 27Then he said to his disciple, “Here is your mother.” From that moment, the disciple took her into his household.

28After this, Jesus knew that now all was completed, and to fulfill scripture perfectly, he said, “I am thirsty.” 29There was a jar of cheap wine nearby, so they put a sponge soaked in the wine on a hyssop stick and raised it to his lips.

30Jesus took the wine and said, “It is finished.” Then he bowed his head and gave up his spirit.

Seventh candle may be extinguished.

Hymn: Were You There 								ELW #353

John 19:31-42

31Since it was Preparation Day, the Temple authorities asked Pilate to let them break the legs of those crucified, and take their bodies from the crosses. They requested this to prevent the bodies remaining on the cross during the Sabbath, since that particular Sabbath was a solemn feast day. 

32So the soldiers came and broke the legs of first one and then the other who had been crucified with Jesus. 33But when they came to Jesus, they found that he was already dead, so they didn’t break his legs. 34One of the soldiers, however, pierced Jesus’ side with a lance, and immediately blood and water poured out. 35This testimony has been given by an eyewitness whose word is reliable; the witness knows that this testimony is the truth, so that you will believe. 36These things were done to fulfill the scripture, “Not one of his bones will be broken.” 37And again, another scripture says, “They will look on the one whom they have pierced.”

38After this, Joseph of Arimathea, a disciple of Jesus – but a secret one, for fear of the Temple authorities – asked Pilate for permission to remove the body of Jesus, and Pilate granted it. So Joseph came and took it away. 39Nicodemus came as well – the same one who had first come to Jesus by night – and he brought about one hundred pounds of spices, a mixture of myrrh and aloes. 40They took the body of Jesus and wrapped it with the spices in linen cloths, according to the Jewish burial custom.

42There was a garden in the place where Jesus had been crucified, and in the garden was a new tomb where no one had ever been buried. 42Since it was the day before the Sabbath and the tomb was nearby, they buried Jesus there.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ. 

Eighth candle may be extinguished.

Hymn: Stay with Me (3x)								ELW #348
 
Meditation
Silence for reflection follows.
 
**Bidding Prayer

Siblings in Christ, let us pray for the church throughout the world.
Silent prayer.
Eternal God, your glory has been revealed to the world in Jesus Christ, the Word Made Flesh. Guide us by your Holy Spirit, gathering the followers of Christ in every place so that we remain strong in faith, proclaiming your name and sharing the good news of Jesus’ love and mercy with everyone we meet. We ask this in the name of Christ our Savior.
Amen.
Let us pray for Yehiel Curry and Donna Simon our bishops, for all servants of the church, and for all the people of God.
Silent prayer.
Eternal God, your Spirit guides us and makes us holy. Strengthen and empower our bishops, pastors, lay leaders, and all the baptized to faithfully do the work to which you have called each of us in our various vocations. We ask this in the name of Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 
Let us pray for our siblings who share our faith in Jesus Christ.
Silent prayer.
Eternal God, even though we come from many different denominations and backgrounds, we are united through our faith in Jesus, your Son. Make us one in the fullness of our faith, and help us to remember that our commonalities are greater than our differences. We ask this in the name of Christ our Savior. 
Amen.
Let us pray for the Jewish people, the first to hear and respond to God’s word.
Silent prayer.
Eternal God, long ago, you made promises to Abraham and Sarah and their descendants, and you renewed those promises to your people through Moses and the giving of the Law. May the people you called and chose as your people one day see the fulfillment of those promises. We ask this in the name of Christ our Savior. 
Amen.
Let us pray for people who do not share our faith in Jesus Christ.
Silent prayer.
Eternal God, there are many in this world who know you by different names. Help us to remember that they are also faithful people and empower us to advocate for an end to inter-religious conflict. We ask this in the name of Christ our Savior.
Amen.
Let us pray for people who do not believe in God.
Silent prayer.
Eternal God, you created us to know you and find peace and rest in you. Help us, all followers of Christ, and all people of faith throughout the world to live out the signs of your love and grace for all people to see. We ask this in the name of Christ our Savior.
Amen.
Let us pray for God's creation.
Silent prayer.
Eternal God, you have created a wonderful and incredibly diverse universe. Hold in your care all of the worlds you have created, and empower us to care for this world, which you have entrusted to us. We ask this in the name of Christ our Savior. 
Amen.
Let us pray for people who serve in public office.
Silent prayer.
Eternal God, you call your people to care for the poor and oppressed. Give wisdom to those in authority so that all people can partake of the justice, peace, and freedom that you desire, and for which you created us. We ask this in the name of Christ our Savior.
Amen.
Let us pray for people in need.
Silent prayer.
Eternal God, you strengthen the weary and give courage to those who are faltering. Provide comfort and rest to those who are sick or dying and those who are unjustly imprisoned. Empower us to a more equitable distribution of resources so that hunger and disease are no more. Hear the prayers of all people who call out to you in distress, that they might know you are always with them. We ask this in the name of Christ our Savior. 
Amen.
Finally, let us pray for all those things for which our Savior would have us ask.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
 
**Procession of the Cross
A large cross is carried in procession through the church and placed before the assembly. The assembly stands and faces the cross as it is brought forward.
The following dialogue is spoken three times, at the beginning, midpoint, and end of the procession.
Behold, the life-giving cross, on which was hung the Savior of the whole world.
Oh, come, let us worship him.
The assembly may be seated. During this time, or at the end of the service, worshipers may come to the large cross to make a sign of reverence. Reverencing the cross may include actions such as pausing before the cross, bowing, kneeling before it for prayer, or touching it.
 
**Hymn
What Wondrous Love Is This	 							ELW #666	

Silent prayer.

We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you.
By your holy cross you have redeemed the world.

Depart in silence

