All Saints Lutheran Church
421 SW 19th Street
Blue Springs, MO 64015

Council Meeting April 8, 2026

Betsy Reese			Heather Antes (Absent)
Pastor Sarah Pierce		Katie Dustin (Absent)
Flavia Via 			Carla Girkin (Absent)
Paul Blixrud			Janet Cooper
Rebecca Morris (Absent)

Guests:  None.

Betsy called the meeting to order at 6:34 pm.

a.  Devotion: Pastor Sarah shared one of her favorite hymns: “Jesus Shall Reign” written by Isaac Watts (1674-1748).  Mr. Watts was a prolific English minister known as the "Godfather of English hymnody".  He is credited with some 750 hymns.  This hymn is based on Psalm 72, focusing on the expansion of Christ's reign to all nations and was published in 1719.

Betsy or Heather will do the May 2026 devotion.

b.  Minutes from March 15, 2026:  After discussion, Pastor Sarah moved to approve the minutes with corrections and Janet seconded the motion.  The motion carried.

c.  Treasurer’s Report for March 2026:  None due to Carla's absence.  The report will be discussed in May.  Other items discussed included the following:
1. Pastor Sarah made a motion to approve paying the organist $125 for the Good Friday Service.  Betsy seconded the motion.  The motion carried.
2. Betsy said the Church has received the locking bank bag.
3. Pastor Sarah said she will have Gary look at the cost savings to switch internet service from Comcast to Google Fiber and will report the findings in May.

OLD BUSINESS:
a.  Profiles:  Betsy is waiting for Katie’s profile for the website.
b.  Light poles in parking lot:  Betsy said Jean has called and spoke to someone about service on the now 2 parking lot lights that are not working.
c.  Betsy sent an email to the support team (Pam, Judi, Jerrian) asking them to schedule a meeting with the staff (Pastor Sarah and Jean).

NEW BUSINESS:
a.  Sanctuary Ceiling and Walls:  Paul said he will obtain bids to paint the ceiling, refinish the wood beams, and paint the walls in the sanctuary (3 separate bids).
b.  Everyone agreed the Lenten activities went well this season.  Pastor Sarah enjoyed singing with Tonya during the Church's Lenten service that we hosted.
c.  Betsy will discuss with the congregation at the next Coffee with Council (CWC) meeting on April 26th painting the sanctuary ceiling/walls and having a Hollis outing.
d.  The congregational meeting will be on May 17th.  Betsy asked that everyone provide Jean with their department reports by May 8th.
e.  The Council decided to not have CWC in May due to the congregational meeting on May 17th.
f.  Betsy will discuss a congregational outing at Hollis at CWC on April 26th.

REPORTS:
a.  Pastor’s:  Written report.  

b.  President’s:  Written report.  
1. Betsy will follow up with Royal Signs on a pending order.
2. Betsy and Pastor Sarah will discuss plans for Mother's Day; perhaps break up into small groups to share "mom stories".
3. Betsy said her and Janet's Council terms will end in May 2027, so the Council will need to consider new members and someone to serve as president and as vice president.

c.  Worship and Music:  Janet said Carla is talking with Doug Neeb on paying for an organ/piano iPad.  There are funds available to pay for the iPad from either/or the Manger Fund or proceeds from previous talent shows.  Everyone enjoyed the "healing service for the world" during church on March 29th and will plan to do it again.  Janet said the bell choir will be playing on May 17th.

d.  Property:
1. Paul said he plans on painting the Church's front doors soon.  Betsy thought the Church should consider starting to set aside money for parking lot re-paving.  The uneven sidewalk leading to the lawn mower shed needs to be addressed.

e.  Learning and Youth:  No report.

f.  Stewardship:  The Council decided to have butterflies again this year.  The Church missed the opportunity to participate in "Counting birds"; which occurred in February.  Betsy is still considering nursing home ideas to help those residents who have no one to assist with clothing needs.

g.  Community Life:  Flavia suggested a congregational trip to watch the KC Royals play baseball.

h. Witness/Marketing/Outreach:  No report.


Betsy adjourned the meeting at 7:50 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Paul Blixrud, Church Council Secretary
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