CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING
8-9-21
6:30 pm
Present:  Ron Easton, Sara Meyers, Betsy Reese, Carla Girkin, Janet Cooper, Pr Sarah Pierce, and Lisa Melton.

Devotion
Devotion was given by Pr Sarah.
Treasurer's Report
No report.  Carla and Ron will work on filing the MO Secretary of State biennial forms with updated information.  It is due by 8/31/21.
Minutes
Janet moved and Lisa seconded that the minutes be approved as presented.  Motion carried.
Pastor's Report
Written report.
President’s Report

Written report.  At what point do we consider stopping in person worship services?  Every member except one child (too young) is vaccinated.  As long as we continue to wear masks, practice social distancing, and are not engaging in risky behavior (singing) we will continue holding in person services.  We will revisit this if attendance drops, people with existing conditions/compromised immune systems are not comfortable attending, or Covid numbers increase dramatically.
Worship & Music
No report.
Property

The outdoor lights are still not working.  Jean will call the electrician for a recheck since it should be under warranty.

Learning/Youth
Written report with pictures.  We won’t have a Rally Day since we have so few kids.  Pr Sarah will do a back-to-school blessing on 8/22/21.  We will invite the youth to attend Sunday morning bible study since we don’t have Sunday School.  Confirmation will meet on Sunday mornings except on the 4th Sunday when it is Coffee with Council.
The youth will meet at church at 8:50 am on 9/26/21 for a blessing before they go to the Gathering Table to serve a meal.  The congregation will be invited to come to church early to participate in the sendoff and to help serve the meal.
Witness
Written report.  A reminder that you don’t need a Facebook account to view our online services--use the link on our website.  We are still getting a paper copy of The Examiner.  Delivery has been sporadic so Jean will be asked to call the paper to report any missing delivery days.
Ron spoke to a sign printing company and will have some pricing and samples within 2 weeks.  Pr Sarah asked about the incorrect email address on the rock sign at the entrance of our lot.  We can plant flowers or stack other rocks in front of it to hide the old information.  It would be too expensive to remove it.

Stewardship
Written report.  We will make sure people know that Time and Talent sheets will be looked at and used.  The pledge cards will be reworked.  The theme for the next year is Blessed to be a Blessing.  Ron will investigate options for online giving on our website.  The ELCA God’s Work, Our Hand resources will be worked into the 9/12/21 worship service.
The Gathering Table needs new socks and underwear for men.  Donated items will be placed in front of the altar for a blessing.  They request monetary donations instead of food items.  They buy in bulk from Harvesters and get better use of the money.  We will collect a separate offering for them.  This information will be sent to Jean for inclusion in the weekly email and bulletin, and for the monthly newsletter.
Community Life

No report.
Old Business

New Business

Special congregational meeting 
The compensation must include the taxes.  Ron will have the Pastoral Ministry section of the budget available for the meeting.  Continuing Ed will not rollover year to year for 2021-22 but can be reviewed on an annual or case by case basis.  It can only be rolled over if the funds are available so a separate account must be maintained.  Ron will talk to Pr Whetter for clarification on mileage.  It was clarified that she will be paid for vacation Sundays.  Pr Sarah will stay in her office during the meeting.  Pr Whetter will help run/monitor the meeting/voting process.
Donna Taylor and David Fast have volunteered to be on the Staff Support team.

Meeting was adjourned at 8:38 pm.
Respectfully Submitted
Sara Meyers

Council Secretary
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