Note: this is the sixth and final in a series of newsletter articles exploring our baptismal promises.

In October, I shared with you a thought that Bishop Donna Simon shared with us at the Fall Theological Conference this past October: When we don’t connect what we’re doing to Jesus, we let other people define who Jesus is. And I challenged you to think about how we live out our baptismal promises, and our one vocation of being the baptized children of God.

This month, I want to explore a little more in depth the fifth of our baptismal promises: 

To work for God’s justice and the peace that is beyond our understanding, throughout creation.

I want to go back to something I said in my second newsletter article in this series, in which I focused on our first baptismal promise. I posed the question: How can following Jesus be the focus of everything I do?

That’s as true of the last baptismal promise as it is of the first (to live together as God’s faithful people with all the body of Christ). 

On Sunday the 22nd, a couple of things happened during our worship time that I want to comment on: the first was that the youth and some of the adults gathered to make the seasonal bags that are distributed to our seniors who have mobility issues or who live alone. I love this articulation of our ministry! It’s a way of letting people know that we remember them, and that Jesus’ peace is with them, even if they are not physically present in our midst.

The other thing that we did on the 22nd was to incorporate a “healing of the nations” into our worship service, which gave us an opportunity to pray for God’s justice and peace throughout the world, in places that are wracked with war, oppression, famine, natural disaster, and other tragedies. It’s another way we live out this baptismal promise together in community. 

Our seasonal offering for God’s Global Barnyard is another way in which we engage in this work, so that someone we have never met – someone halfway around the world – will have their ability to make a living and support their family enhanced.

But we also do it – in fact, we primarily do it – outside the walls of our church. How do we identify the justice and peace work we are engaged in as living out our baptismal promises? 

We do that when we show up for each other and for our communities, whether we attend No Kings rallies or information sessions about what we can do to oppose the efforts to repeal the income tax. The whistles that Kent and Carla have provided are a prime example, as are the times that Lisa has collected signatures for petitions. 

Although justice for our fellow Missourians, and our fellow residents of the US and the world is important, it is not the only thing that God is worried about – and not the only type of justice and peace that we are called to work for through our baptismal promises. 

Here at the church, we work for climate justice when we participate in “low-mow” May, and when we plant native plants and pollinator-friendly plants in our butterfly gardens. We participate in climate justice by setting the thermostats up (or down) seasonally when the building is unoccupied, and keeping lights off in parts of the building that are unused, and raising awareness by raising butterflies. We work to keep plastic and Styrofoam usage to a minimum, using reusable or recyclable items as often as possible. 

As I wind up this newsletter series, I want to end with something Dr. Nessan said at our retreat in October. The church is, at the very least, going through a new reformation. We feel it happening around us; sometimes it feels like the church is dying, but Dr. Nessan believes (and I also believe) that what we’re actually feeling are the labor pains of a new church, a new movement emerging from the chrysalis of the old Christendom that has served its purpose and no longer meets the needs of a changing world. 

It takes clarity, a sense of purpose, and resiliency to build the new church out of the old, and only fragments of Christendom will be repurposed. But one of those fragments – probably the primary usable fragment – are our baptismal promises. But if we’re to build on those to create the new church, the church of the people, through which we are sent out to do God’s work in the world, we have to know them innately. We have to live them. So here they are again: 

Together, we reaffirm our baptismal promises: 
To live together as God’s faithful people with all the body of Christ;
To listen to the Word preached and taught, and to answer Jesus’ invitation to the Table;
To proclaim the good news: that in Christ, we are set free to love and serve our neighbor, through our words and our actions; 
To serve our neighbors in our community and around the world, striving always to follow Jesus’ example to the best of our abilities; 
And to work for God’s justice and the peace that is beyond our understanding, throughout creation.

And I ask you again: grounding yourselves in these promises, how is following Jesus the focus of everything you do? 
