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District Hosting Responsibilities 
You and your district governor will serve as the hosts for all district functions. 
Though these functions will vary in their size and occasion, it is important to 
understand general district hosting responsibilities. These responsibilities vary by 

district-you are encoll1'tlged to speak with your predecessors to confirm the 
hosting practices in your district. 

Introductions 
You may be called on to make introductions of spouses/companions of visiting 
dignitaries. Be sure to obtain their names with correct pronunciation and titles. 

Cabinet Meetings 
Cabinet meetings are one of the :functions in which you may play an important 
role. As the governor's spouse/companion, it is your responsibility to welcome all 
cabinet spouses/companions and see that they become acquainted with each other. 
Cabinet meetings vary greatly from district to district, so it is best to refer to the 
spouse/companion of a past district governor to determine your responsibilities. 

District Meetings 
If spouses/companions are included in the preparations of your district meetings, 
you should play a role in the planning process. Be proactive and incorporate 
spouses/companions in these events. It will encourage them to learn more about 
Lions and the communities they serve, and may even result in increased 
spouse/companion participation in the growth of Lionism throughout the district. 

Tips for Assisting Your District Governor with Hosting Responsibilities 

0 Keep in close communication with the chairperson of major events so that 
you and your governor are infonned of changes and/or updates to event 
itineraries 

0 At social events where spouses/companions are present, it is a nice gesture 
to have nametags available for spouses/companions who do not have one 

@" If appropriate, suggest/plan an activity for the spouses/companions 

li:I If you are hosting visiting dignitaries or other guests and you and your 
governor cannot escort them, appoint another Lion to act as their escort 
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Hosting International Guests 
In addition to your district hosting responsibilities, you and your 
district governor may be called upon to host international guests. Each district is 
entitled to a visitation by one international officer or director as a keynote speaker 
during that district governor's term, so it is important to consider how you will 
prepare for :this visit. 

The primary hosting responsibilities fall to you and your district governor, but be 
sure to involve other Lions from your district to ensure a successful visit. Invite the 
international family of your multiple district (if applicable) and other Lions leaders 
in your area to socialize with and entertain the international guests. 

While there are general guidelines for hosting international guests, many cultures 
have specific customs to convey hospitality to their visitors. If you are unsure of 
how to prepare for an international visitor, ask the past district governor in your 
district and/or his/her spouse/companion how they have historically welcomed 
guests to your district. 

Reminders for Hosting Visitors in Your District: 

@ Prior to the visit, the guest should be given information about the 
meeting/event including an agenda, the dress code for the event, and 
background information about the district. If your guest is expected to speak 
at the meeting or event, he/she should be provided with details such as topic 
suggestions and time limit. 

@ When the guest arrives, plan to meet him/her at the arrival location with your 
district governor, whether it is an airport, train station, or hotel. .confirm event 
details with the guest and allow him/her time to settle in. Consider planning- a 
tour of your area or special event to enhance your guest's visit 

@ If you plan to give a gift to your guest, such as a donation to LCIF in his/her 
name, the meeting or event would be an appropriate occasion during which to 
present it. 

@ Following the visit, be sure to send a note expressing your and the district 
governor's gratitude in a timely manner. 

@ Remember to treat your guest as you would treat a family member or close 
friend. Extend every courtesy possible to make your guest's visit an 

� enjoyable experience. 
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