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Are DOGE cuts ‘very popular’? Not broadly

As Fox News viewers waited to hear
President Donald Trump begin his ad-
dress to a joint session of Congress, com-
mentator Larry Kudlow mused about
what role Elon Musk and his Department
of Government Efficiency would play in
Trump’s speech.

“I wonder out loud how much DOGE
budget cutting will be in this speech, be-
cause actually it’s polling very well,” Ku-
dlow said March 4. “It’s very popular.”
Kudlow served as director of the National
Economic Council during Trump’s first
presidency. 

DOGE — the Trump administration’s
cost-cutting agency headed by billionaire
entrepreneur Musk — has put hundreds
of federal workers on leave, gained ac-
cess to sensitive federal payment sys-
tems and sought to shutter some federal
agencies. Trump created the agency by
executive order, and it’s part of the exec-
utive branch. 

Is DOGE as popular as Kudlow said? 

In a statement to PolitiFact provided
through Fox News, Kudlow said he was
referring to a Harvard-Harris poll taken
Feb. 19-20. The poll showed people
agreed that DOGE is making major gov-
ernment cuts, but it didn’t ask whether
people approved of those cuts. Respon-
dents reported they are concerned about
the group’s access to sensitive informa-
tion.

Meanwhile, at least six
other polls conducted
since mid-February show
less support for DOGE.
Two polls found public
ambivalence about
DOGE, and four showed
opposition against it out-

pacing support. We did not find polls that
showed overwhelming support for
DOGE.

The Harvard-Harris poll did not di-
rectly ask respondents whether they
supported or approved of DOGE.

In one question, they were asked, “Do
you think there should be a U.S. govern-
ment agency focused on efficiency initia-
tives, or not?” Seventy-two percent said
yes, and 24% said no. But the question
didn’t specifically reference DOGE.

In another question, respondents
were asked whether DOGE “is helping
make major cuts in government expendi-
tures, or not?” Sixty percent said it’s
making major cuts, and 40% said it isn’t.
But this question did not measure re-
spondents’ feelings about perceived cuts. 

Answers to the poll’s other questions
suggested the respondents had concerns
about DOGE. 

When asked, “Do you think that DOGE
employees should have access to all in-
formation on government expenditures,”
including Americans’ names, Social Se-
curity numbers, addresses and incomes,
58% said DOGE should not have such ac-
cess.

And when asked whether the execu-
tive branch or Congress should control

how the U.S. government spends its
money, 58% said Congress. 

Four polls show Musk and DOGE 
to be unpopular

A Washington Post-Ipsos poll taken
from Feb. 13-18 asked respondents
whether they approve or disapprove of
the job Musk is doing within the federal
government. It found 34% approval and
49% disapproval. The survey also found
concern about DOGE’s access to sensi-
tive information; 63% of respondents
said they were concerned, with 45% say-
ing they were “very concerned.”

When a Quinnipiac poll taken Feb. 13-
17 asked whether respondents approve or
disapprove of Musk playing a prominent
role in the Trump administration, it
found 42% approval and 54% disapprov-
al. 

Quinnipiac also found 55% of respon-
dents saying Musk has too much power,
36% saying his power is about right, and
3% saying he had too little power.

An Emerson College poll taken from
Feb. 15-17 asked respondents whether
they approved or disapproved of “the job
Elon Musk is doing at the Department of
Government Efficiency.” It found that

45% disapproved and 41% approved. 
Finally, a Marist Poll for NPR and PBS

taken from Feb. 24 to 26 asked respon-
dents whether they had a favorable or an
unfavorable opinion of DOGE. The re-
sults were 39% favorable and 44% unfa-
vorable.

Regardless of the poll, one group con-
sistently showed more support for DOGE
and Musk: Republicans.

Typically, 70% to 85% of Republicans
answered favorably to questions about
what Musk and DOGE are doing, while
less than 20% of Democrats answered
similarly.

PolitiFact’s ruling

Kudlow said that DOGE is “polling
very well. It’s very popular.”

A Harvard-Harris survey found 72%
said the U.S. should have a “government
agency focused on efficiency initiatives,”
but the question didn’t ask specifically
about DOGE. And the poll found 60%
saying DOGE is helping make major cuts,
but it did not measure support for those
cuts. 

In six other polls, none showed over-
whelming support for DOGE’s efforts.
Four showed DOGE to be unpopular; two
showed split public sentiment.

There’s an element of truth in Ku-
dlow’s statement — based on party affili-
ation, Republicans surveyed largely saw
DOGE and Musk favorably. But that’s not
the case for the broader set of respon-
dents.

We rate the statement Mostly False.

POLITIFACT

Louis Jacobson
PolitiFact.com

Larry Kudlow
Statement: Elon Musk’s
Department of
Government Efficiency is
“polling very well. It’s very popular.”

Kudlow

1Gov. Greg Abbott will be ap-
pointing a new Texas comptrol-
ler if Glenn Hegar is hired as the

Texas A&M University System’s next
chancellor. The system’s board Friday
named Hegar as the lone finalist for
the top job at one of the nation’s larg-
est higher education systems. Hegar,
who was elected comptroller in 2014,
is set to succeed longtime Chancellor
John Sharp, who is retiring.

2 A Texas Real Estate Commission
employee was fired last month
after refusing to remove his

pronouns from his work email signa-
ture, the American-Statesman report-
ed last week. Confirmed through open
records requests, the man’s firing is
among the first examples of how state
agencies have responded to Gov.
Abbott’s Jan. 30 order limiting defini-
tions of gender.

3 The Texas Senate overwhelm-
ingly backed a proposal to cre-
ate a multibillion-dollar de-

mentia research center, aiming to
better understand and treat debilitat-
ing cognitive diseases. Senate Bill 5
would create the Dementia Prevention
and Research Institute of Texas, and
Senate Joint Resolution 3 proposes an
amendment to the Texas Constitution
to fund the institute with a $3 billion
endowment. 
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“When he did oratory from the
House floor, it was like watching
Shakespeare being performed. His
oratory was poetic, and it was rhyth-
mic. And he was a nice mixture. He
came from humble beginnings, and
yet he was Harvard educated.”

Former state Rep. Steve Wolens, a
Dallas Democrat who served 14 years in the
Texas House with Sylvester Turner, said of
the U.S. representative from Houston who
died Tuesday at 70.

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

cast, which launched in late February,
Bentsen recalls in a scratchy audio about
his decision to run for Congress at age 27
in 1948 just two years after being elected
Hidalgo County judge, a post he won af-
ter his service in World War II had ended.

While trying to develop an effective
message that would turn his youth into
an advantage, Bentsen came upon the
campaign flyers that helped propel Ken-
nedy to Congress at age 29 in 1946. They
touted his wartime service in the Navy,
especially his heroism as commander of
PT-109.

Bentsen said he “borrowed” Kenne-
dy’s message but substituted his own bo-
na fides for the young congressman’s.
Navy service became Army Air Force ser-
vice. The PT boat became the bomber
squadron of 15 bombers and their crews
that Bentsen commanded at age 23. And
Bentsen noted that he had flown more
than 30 combat missions and had earned
him the Distinguished Flying Cross Air
Medal.

The campaign pitch worked on the
voters along the Rio Grande in South Tex-
as just as well as it did for those on the
Massachusetts seaboard. He and Kenne-
dy would go on to serve together for six
years in Congress. Lan Bentsen said his
father and the future president were
friends, though not best friends.

Years later, Bentsen would host what
would be one of the last fundraising
events of Kennedy’s life. It happened in
Houston on Nov. 21, 1963, the day before
the president was fatally gunned down in
Dallas.

Elise Hu was a political reporter in
Austin for ABC affiliate KVUE nearly 20
years ago when she and Bentsen’s grand-
daughter, Skyler Bentsen Stewart, forged
their bond out of common personal inter-
ests as up-and-coming professional
women, and later as young mothers, Hu
told the Statesman. Political discussions
were rare, if they occurred at all, Hu said.

Fast-forward two decades, when Hu
moved to Washington, then to South Ko-
rea and to California as her journalism
career flourished, she and Bentsen Stew-
art did talk politics. And the subjects
were the old recordings. By then, Hu had

formed a media production company,
and she helped launch the podcast called
The Bentsen Blueprint.

Because Bentsen, part of the Texas
Democratic Party’s conservative, busi-
ness-minded wing, had never written a
memoir and no author had ever penned a
biography of him, the old recordings con-
tained anecdotes and recollections that
might have been buried by history, Hu
and Lan Bentsen said.

Among them were Bentsen’s early
commitments to racial equality as a
county judge in the heavily Hispanic Rio
Grande Valley. Later, as a businessman in
the early 1960s, Bentsen voluntarily de-
segregated the hotel property in Houston
that he owned. It was the first major hotel
to desegregate before the Civil Rights Act
was signed by President Lyndon B.
Johnson.

The recordings also contain what
would be some embarrassing moments,
like the time when, as a young congress-
man, Bentsen called for a widespread nu-
clear attack on North Korea before the
end of the Korean War. A more mature
Bentsen in the recordings admits that his
idea was a profound mistake and that
military leaders were wise to have dis-
missed it.

As chairman of the Senate Finance
Committee in the 1980s and early ’90s,
Bentsen was instrumental in establish-
ing the legislative framework for 401(k)
pension plans and individual retirement
accounts.

As treasury secretary under Clinton —
who would later award him the Presiden-
tial Medal of Freedom — Bentsen helped
frame the economic and deficit reduction
policies credited with the boom that
would last for much of the 1990s.

“He was in large part motivated by the
war experience and patriotism,” Lan
Bentsen, now 77, said of his father.
“These days and times, people get stuck
in cultural issues, what I call 1% issues.

“He was from a time when people put
country ahead of party. We need a lot
more of that today. We are encouraging
people to hear the whole podcast. But in
particular, forward the links to the
younger folks.”

The seed for the withering putdown
of then-vice presidential candidate Dan
Quayle that would become the signa-
ture line of former U.S. Sen. Lloyd Bent-
sen of Texas was actually planted 40
years before it was delivered.

“Senator, I served with Jack Kenne-
dy, I knew Jack Kennedy, Jack Kennedy
was a friend of mine,” Bentsen, then the
Democratic nominee for vice president,
said after his opponent had just likened
himself to the nation’s 35th president
on the debate stage in Omaha on Oct. 5,
1988. “Senator, you are no Jack
Kennedy.”

The line drew loud cheers from Dem-
ocrats in the auditorium and was re-
played countlessly in the news cycles
that followed. But it had little effect on
the outcome of the presidential election
between Republican George H.W. Bush
of Texas and Democrat Michael Duka-
kis of Massachusetts. Bentsen, as it
turned out, was on the losing side.

But that takedown of Quayle, which
Bentsen delivered in his trademark
calm manner and would become the
moment for which the late senator
would be best remembered, never did
sit well with his son, Lan Bentsen.
That’s why he and others in his family
decided to turn a trove of recently dis-
covered recorded interviews and public
remarks into a six-part podcast that
would introduce Lloyd Millard Bentsen
Jr. to a new generation of Texans almost
19 years after his death.

“Where are the Lloyd Bentsens of to-
day, now that we need one?” the young-
er Bentsen asked the American-States-
man in an interview last week when he
reminisced about the war hero and
business titan who, after 22 years in the
Senate, became secretary of the trea-
sury under President Bill Clinton.

But first, let’s revisit the JFK connec-
tion. In the second episode of the pod-

John C. Moritz
Columnist

USA TODAY NETWORK

Introducing Lloyd Bentsen to a new generation


