2026 AUMC Youth Covenant 

	The Youth Group at Aldersgate United Methodist Church gathered and discussed how we want to operate as a youth group. We have decided which Values, Behaviors and Expectations, Desires, and Consequences we will agree to while participating in AUMC Youth. The intent of this Covenant is to create a safe, enjoyable, and appropriate atmosphere for everyone to experience the love of God. We agree to abide by this Covenant and to hold each other accountable for living according to it. 

Values: 
The following values were chosen by AUMC Youth as the most important values for us to live by as a youth group. We commit to living according to these values both while we participate in AUMC Youth Group activities and outside those activities. We will work to uphold and promote these values within our Church and our society. 
1. Commitment 
2. Caring
3. Unity
4. Creativity
5. Making a Difference
6. Inclusion
7. Health
8. Adaptability 

Behaviors and Expectations: 
1. We will listen to and respect adult volunteers and fellow youth at all times. Bigotry and singling people out for their differences will not be tolerated. 
2. We will arrive on time and be organized so all can fully participate in youth activities. 
3. We will use language and words that build up others and honor God. Name-calling, foul language, teasing others, and other inappropriate use of words will not be tolerated. 
4. We will silence and put away our cell phones during Bible study, worship, and discussions. Cell phones may be used during dinner and game time. If our cell phones become a distraction, we will put them in a marked basket during youth group and pick them up when we go home. 
5. We will refrain from disrupting or distracting each other during Bible study, worship, and discussions. 
6. We will respect any and all property we are at by cleaning up after ourselves and abiding by the set rules. 
7. We will limit physical affection to friendly displays such as hugs and handshakes. We will not kiss, cuddle, or sit on each other’s laps in a youth group or church setting. (No purpling)
8. We will not engage in physical violence such as hitting or slapping out of anger or as playful teasing. 
9. When conflicts arise, we will respectfully approach those involved and/or adult volunteers to discuss the conflict in private. If someone says something hurtful, they must follow that up with an apology and by saying three nice things about the person who was hurt. 
10. When out in public, we will abide by the rules set. We will be respectful of those around us and we will be on our best behavior. 
11. When making decisions as a group, we will decide by majority vote. 

Desires: 
1. We want to learn about God, the Bible, and the Church. We will gather for Bible study and discussion on a regular basis. 
2. We want to give back to our local community through missions and community service. We will participate in missions and service opportunities as they are available. 
3. We want to learn and grow more. We will spend time discussing relevant topics and gaining experience in the world around us. 

Consequences: 
1. First offense: Adult volunteers will give a verbal warning and document the incident including the student’s name, date, and a short description of the incident. 
2. Second offense: Adult volunteers will talk with the student's adult(s) either by phone call or face to face, as well as document the incident including the student’s name, date, summary of conversation with adult(s), and a short description of the incident. 
3. Third offense: Adult volunteers will ask the student to be absent from Youth Group for one Sunday. Adult volunteers will also talk with the student and the student’s adult(s) to create a resolution that will allow the student to participate in the Youth Group according to the Youth Covenant. If no resolution can be made, the student will be asked to no longer participate in the Youth Group until they are ready to abide by the Youth Covenant. This is the least desired outcome and all efforts will be made to allow students to participate in the Youth Group. 


We agree to abide by this Covenant while participating in AUMC Youth Group activities. We will hold each other accountable to abide by this Covenant. We will review and adapt this Covenant as needed. 

Student Signature: _______________________________________	Date: _____________

Parent Signature: ________________________________________	Date: _____________
