What to Do If You Find a Litter of Kittens

Are the kittens ill or injured?

No
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Are the kittens over 8 weeks of age?!

No Do you see the kittens’ mother?

Take them to your vet
or contact your local
rescue or shelter for
help.

No

N

Are the kittens social and friendly with humans?

Yes

4

No

N

Find a foster home, perhaps your
own, or contact your local rescue or
shelter to see if they can help.
Providing socialization, vet care
and spay/neuter services is
important and will help the kittens
prepare for adoption.

The kittens will be hard,
but not impossible, to
socialize. Contact your
local rescue or shelter to
see if they have a TNR
and/or a Community Cat
program.

If Mom is there, she’s likely
taking good care of the kittens.
Provide food and water and a
dry, clean shelter, and monitor
the family. Once the kittens can
eat on their own (4-5 weeks) you
can bring them (and mom, if
she’s friendly) into your home as
fosters and prepare them for
adoption. Contact your local
rescue or shelter to see if they
can help with adoption services.

Kittens who are 8 weeks old generally weigh about 2 pounds, are playful and

coordinated, and are eating solid food confidently.

If you don'’t see the kittens’ mother, don’t
assume they are orphans. Mom may be
hunting for food or hiding from you.
Leave the kittens where they are and
check every few hours to see if mom
returns. If you have concerns about the
kittens’ safety, move them to a safe
location nearby where mom can still find
them. If you do not see the mother cat
return after close monitoring and the
kittens are hungry, crying, dirty, etc., they
likely need a home and a caregiver. If
you are unable to provide that care,
contact a local rescue or shelter to see if
they can help.




