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The Cuban Fishing Industry on the Florida Gulf Coast consisted of fishermen from Cuba setting up camps, first 

seasonal and then year-round, on the Gulf shores to fish its mullet, pompano, sea trout, redfish, and sharks. Known 

as the rancho fishing industry, the ranchos (pescadores ranchos) exploited the marine resources for the Havana 

market, starting around 1765 with the industry expanding during British rule (1763-1783) and ending by 1840 

during the Second Seminole War (1835-1842). The ranchos were profitable, complicated communities of diverse 

peoples. The legacies of that era are found with geographic names throughout the region. The below bibliography is 

focused the region between Charlotte Harbor and Tampa Bay. 

 

I entered the study of the Cuban Fishing Rancho from maroon archaeology. There is increasing interest in the 

history and heritage of this era and its people. If this list proves useful for your research, I will appreciate 

acknowledgement 
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Sarasota Bay Fishing Rancho Video Games 
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Quilt, Friendship Knot Quilt Guild 2001 
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Mound House Rancho Exhibit 
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Palmetto thatched hut houses 

Image number RC01936 

Photoprint - b&w, circa 1870 
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Fisherman's palmetto shack 

Image number PR12536 

Photograph of a postcard, 1910 
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