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JAGQUELINE GOMEZ

Executive Director of the
Hispanic American Construction
Industry Association (HACIA)

Communities Empowered Through
Construction (CEC) is ho stranger to the
Hispanic American Construction Industry
Association (HACIA), so imagine the
delight when | found out that Jacqueline
(Jackie) Gomez was the new Executive
Director. HACIA Is a construction
advocacy, membership and training
organization that works to ensure
equitable participation of construction
industry professionals. In her role, Jackie
and her team advocate tirelessly for
transformative and impactful policy and
legislation that breaks down barriers

of entry into the construction industry.
Their work also helps to promote the
growth of the organizations members
and provides free small business and
workforce development training to
diversify the future of the construction
industry.

Jackie is a thought leader on diversity
and inclusion in the trades. She has
decades of experience, including
serving as the Director of Supplier and
Workforce Diversity for the Obama
Foundation where she was responsible
for managing diversity, equity and
inclusion programming. In addition, she
was responsible for ensuring that the
Foundation achieved transformative
initiatives related to the construction
of the Obama Presidential Center.

Before joining the Obama Foundation,
Jackie served as the Director of Cook
County's Office of Contract Compliance,
where she was responsible for the
administration, implementation and
development of the County's Minority
and Women's Business Enterprise
(M/\WBE) Program. She oversaw the
certification process and ensured
equitable participation within County
contracts.

Jackie currently serves as a board
member for the Illinois State Toll
Highway Authority and a Commissioner
for the City of Chicago's Department

of Community Development. She has
served on several volunteer boards and
committees including UCAN, El Valor
(inance committee member), and the
Women's Business Development Center
(certification committee member).




Shoshiwa Mabina Shields is the Manager
of Construction Initiatives at The
Chicago Cook Workforce Parthership.
In this role, she leads the system-
wide development and deployment
of scalable apprenticeship and other
work-based learning programs to move
residents into high potential careers
in the construction industry. Shoshiwa
nas been appointed to numerous
ooard and committees, including the
llinois State Freight Advisory Council,
llinois Workforce Innovation Board's
Apprenticeship  Committee,  lllinois
State Highway Toll Authority ECP
Advisory Committee, and CTA Red Line
Restoration Advisory Committee. She
also participated on the Illinois State
Apprenticeship Steering Committee
where she helped to implement and
execute strategies to transition adult,
youth, dislocated and incumbent
workers into the high demand
construction industry:.
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SHOSHIWA SHIELDS

We love Shoshiwa because she has literally
taken the 360 approach to a career In
construction. She started as a carpenter and
utilized her trade experience to launch her
careeron the professional side of construction.
Her wealth of experience and key influence
in the industry, will have a lasting impact for
both women and minorities in construction.

What is one of your favorite holiday
traditions?

"My favorite holiday tradition is exchanging
‘together experience’ gifts instead of material
gifts. For example, concert tickets, sip & paint
classes, a vacation at a Bed & Breakfast. Have
fun and create memories with those who are
closest to you.

What book has most impacted your life?
Toni Morrison's book "The Bluest Eye.' She
uses two different narrators to tell the story
with multiple perspectives and her use of
conscious fragmentation. These different
narrative styles - alternating between first
and third-person omniscient - gave me the
freedom to write alongside the works of
Henry David Thoreau.
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Sandya Dandamudli is President of Gl
Stone, located in Chicago. Founded 28
years ago by her mother Rani Dandamudi,
Gl Stone is WBE/MBE certified, a
sighatory to Union Local 21, and a vital
employer. With an impressive resume that
includes buildings such as 9 Walton, One
Bennet Place, The Ritz Carlton, The Four
Seasons Hotel, Wolf Pointe, The Tribune
Tower, and Northwestern Outpatient
Hospital, there is no wonder Gl Stone is
the leading stone company in Chicago.

Sandya was selected not only because of
her ability to influence hiring opportunities
for the Marble Setters Union-Local 21,

but because of her personal commitment
to utilize her platform to encourage

more access for people of color in the
construction industry.

As a child of immigrants, Sandya
understands what the American Dream

Is about - her parents realized it and she,
along with her two siblings, have greatly
benefited from their years of hard work.
"his family drive has led to her conviction
that everyone deserves to participate

In that dream. Thus, she contributes her
time to several board memberships.

A few of her board highlights include:

« The DuSable Museum of African
History Museum

- National Indo American History
Museum - Advisory Board

« Greater River North Business
Association - Board Member -
2020-present

- River North Resident’s Association
- Development and Land Use

T SANDYA DANDAMUDI

President of Gl Stone
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JACKIE GALLO BILOIS JACOBS-EL

When we began thinking about some of the amazing
As we began to think about some of the amazing
women pushing the envelope of diversity in the
construction industry, Jackie Gallo was one that came
top of mind. From our first meeting with Revolution
Works, Jackie has been open to partnering with us,
and as a result, we have been able to transform many
lives.

Jackie has been with Revolution Works (RW) since

its first cohort of construction trainees in October
2018. Since starting with the company, she's been
fortunate to work with hundreds of construction
company partners, nonprofit collaborators, a fast-
growing, passionate team of coworkers, and - most
importantly - an amazing group of alumni. Her best
days at work are when a graduate surprise stops by
for a visit to check in, show off photos of their work, or
motivate the next cohort of trainees. She really cant
wait for the first group of RW Alumni to collaborate
and open their own construction company. Prior to
Revolution Workshop, Jackie worked at nonprofits

In Chicago and Austin, TX. She received her BA from
Northwestern University.

What are you looking forward to this Holiday
Season?

Having all my friends and family sitting at one long
table for holiday dinner.

Your favorite Inspirational quote and why?

"Don't be afraid to start the dance floor” - my little
sister. "Obviously, it's about something small, but |
think it's a good way to think about initiating change.
Whether it's the dance floor, a new idea, a social
revolution... someone needs to look a little crazy if
anything is going to happen.
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