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I  alone cannot change the world, but I
can cast a stone across the waters to
create many ripples.” - Mother Teresa 



LOGLINE
D r a w i n g  p a r a l l e l s  b e t w e e n  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e s  o f
H o l o c a u s t  s u r v i v o r s  n e a r l y  a  c e n t u r y  a g o ,  J i m
C r o w  s u r v i v o r s  w h o  l i v e d  t h r o u g h  A m e r i c a ’ s
o w n  e r a  o f  r a c i a l  t e r r o r ,  a n d  i m m i g r a n t s  f a c i n g
h o s t i l i t y  t o d a y ,  I  C a n n o t  B e  a  B y s t a n d e r  i s
b o t h  a n  i n s p i r i n g  s t o r y  a n d  a  h o m e w o r k
a s s i g n m e n t  —  a c t i v a t i n g  t h e  p o w e r  w i t h i n  e a c h
o f  u s  t o  u p l i f t  o u r  c o m m u n i t i e s  a n d  s a f e g u a r d
o u r  d e m o c r a c y .
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WHY NOW

T h i s  m o m e n t  d e m a n d s  a c t i o n .  H a t e  c r i m e s  a r e
r i s i n g  a c r o s s  t h e  U . S .  H o l o c a u s t  s u r v i v o r s  a r e

n o w  i n  t h e i r  9 0 s  a n d  1 0 0 s ,  a n d  J i m  C r o w
s u r v i v o r s  a r e  a g i n g  —  t h e i r  s t o r i e s  m u s t  b e

p r e s e r v e d  n o w .  A n t i s e m i t i s m ,  r a c i s m ,
x e n o p h o b i a ,  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  d i v i s i o n  a r e

e s c a l a t i n g .  M i l l i o n s  s e e  t h e  p r o b l e m  b u t  f e e l
p o w e r l e s s .  T h i s  f i l m  s h o w s  t h e m  t h e y ’ r e  n o t .



WHAT IF YOU HOLD THE KEY TO
TURNING THE TIDE ON HATE AND

DIVISION?
I  C a n n o t  B e  a  B y s t a n d e r  i s  m o r e  t h a n  a  d o c u m e n t a r y  —

i t ’ s  a  c a l l  t o  a c t i o n .  I t  s h o w s  h o w  e a c h  o f  u s  c a n  c o n f r o n t
r i s i n g  p r e j u d i c e ,  p r o t e c t  d e m o c r a c y ,  a n d  h e l p  b u i l d  a

m o r e  i n c l u s i v e  f u t u r e  w i t h  s i m p l e ,  c o n c r e t e  s t e p s  t o w a r d
b e c o m i n g  a n  u p s t a n d e r .

T h r o u g h  p o w e r f u l  s t o r i e s  f r o m  l e a d e r s ,  s c h o l a r s ,  a n d
y o u n g  p e o p l e ,  t h i s  9 0 - m i n u t e  f i l m  r e v e a l s  a  d i v e r s e

c h o r u s  o f  c o u r a g e o u s  v o i c e s  p r o v i n g  t h a t  a n y o n e  —  e v e n
t h e  m o s t  h e s i t a n t  —  c a n  m a k e  a  r e a l  d i f f e r e n c e ,  f r o m

e v e r y d a y  k i n d n e s s  t o  b o l d l y  s t a n d i n g  a g a i n s t  i n j u s t i c e .



WHOSE VOICES

F e a t u r i n g  p o w e r f u l  t e s t i m o n i e s  f r o m
l e a d e r s ,  e x p e r t s ,  s c h o l a r s ,  a n d  y o u n g
p e o p l e ,  I  C a n n o t  B e  a  B y s t a n d e r  a m p l i f i e s
c o u r a g e o u s  v o i c e s  w h o  e m p o w e r  u s  t o
c r e a t e  c h a n g e .

A Diverse Chorus of Courage

A 90 minute fi lm told in three acts.



ACT 1

PAST IS PROLOGUE

F r o m  o u r  n e i g h b o r h o o d s  t o  t h e  h i g h e s t
s e a t s  o f  g o v e r n m e n t ,  h a t e  i s  o n  t h e  r i s e
— a n d  h i s t o r y  w a r n s  w h e r e  t h i s  w i l l
l e a d .  

W e  m e e t  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  c h a r a c t e r s  w h o s e
i n d i v i d u a l  s t o r i e s  a r e  w o v e n  t h r o u g h o u t
t h e  f i l m .  C o l l e c t i v e l y ,  t h e i r  v i s c e r a l
s t o r i e s  r e l a y  t h e  i m m e d i a t e  t h r e a t
l e a d i n g  t o  a  s i n g u l a r l y  p o w e r f u l
q u e s t i o n :  W h a t  c a n  b e  d o n e ?



ACT II

THE FIRE
WITHIN

T h i s  a c t  s h o w c a s e s  t h e
t r a n s f o r m a t i v e  p o w e r  o f  a c t i v i s m  a n d
c i v i c  e n g a g e m e n t .  T h r o u g h
c o m p e l l i n g  e x a m p l e s  o f  p a r t i c i p a t i o n
a n d  a l l y s h i p ,  w e  s e e  h o w  i n d i v i d u a l
e f f o r t s  i n o c u l a t e  c o m m u n i t i e s  a g a i n s t
h a t e  a n d  f o r t i f y  d e m o c r a c y .

H a t e  i s  o v e r c o m e  b y  s p e a k i n g  o u t  a n d  s t a n d i n g  u p .
 B u t  h o w,  p r e c i s e l y ?



ACT III

WE ARE THE CHANGE
T h e  f i n a l  a c t  t r a n s f o r m s  i n t e n t i o n  i n t o

t a n g i b l e  i m p a c t  a n d  p r o v i d e s  a
r o a d m a p  f o r  a c t i o n .  W h e t h e r  i n t r o v e r t

o r  e x t r o v e r t ,  n o v i c e  o r  s e a s o n e d
a c t i v i s t ,  w i t h  a m p l e  o r  l i m i t e d  t i m e —
e v e r y o n e  c a n  b e c o m e  a n  u p s t a n d e r .



DIRECTORS NOTE
F o r  y e a r s ,  I  d o c u m e n t e d  t h e  s t o r i e s  o f

H o l o c a u s t  s u r v i v o r s  i n  m y  c o m m u n i t y .  A s
a n t i s e m i t i s m  r o s e  p u b l i c l y ,  I  r e c e i v e d  a

m e s s a g e  t h a t  f r o z e  m e  i n  p l a c e :  “ Y o u  b e l o n g
i n  a n  o v e n . ”  O n c e  I  p r o c e s s e d  t h a t  h a t r e d ,  I

k n e w  I  h a d  t o  d o  s o m e t h i n g .  I  d e c i d e d  t o
m a k e  a  f i l m .

S u r v i v o r s  u r g e d  m e  t o  w i d e n  t h e  l e n s — t o
c o n f r o n t  n o t  o n l y  a n t i s e m i t i s m ,  b u t  h a t e

t a r g e t i n g  t h e  L G B T Q + ,  A A P I ,  B l a c k ,  M u s l i m ,
i m m i g r a n t  c o m m u n i t i e s  a n d  o t h e r s .

 T h e i r  m e s s a g e  w a s  c l e a r :  h a t e  a g a i n s t  o n e
i s  h a t e  a g s i n s t  a l l ,  a n d  w e  m u s t  s t a n d

t o g e t h e r .



T h e  g o a l  o f  I  C a n n o t  B e  a  B y s t a n d e r  i s  t o  r e a c h  p e o p l e  w h o  s e e
h a t e  a s  a n  i s s u e  b u t  d o  n o t  f e e l  i t  i s  t h e i r  p l a c e  t o  g e t  i n v o l v e d .
T h i s  f i l m  e n c o u r a g e s  t h o s e  w h o  k e e p  t h e i r  h e a d s  d o w n  t o  a d d
t h e i r  v o i c e s  t o  t h o s e  a l r e a d y  t a k i n g  a c t i o n .

T h e  s u r v i v o r s  r e m i n d  u s  t h a t  a t r o c i t i e s  c a n  h a p p e n  a n y w h e r e
w h e n  p e o p l e  s t a y  s i l e n t .

WHO IS THIS FILM
FOR?



INTENDED IMPACT

E m p o w e r  v i e w e r s  t o  b e c o m e  a c t i v e  p a r t i c i p a n t s

S h o w  w h y  a n d  h o w  t o  b e  u p s t a n d e r s

S p a r k  d i a l o g u e  i n  s c h o o l s  a n d  c o m m u n i t i e s

S t r e n g t h e n  c i v i c  e n g a g e m e n t  a n d  d e m o c r a t i c  p a r t i c i p a t i o n

 I f  v i e w e r s  l e a v e  t h e i r  i n d i f f e r e n c e  b e h i n d ,  w e  h a v e  s u c c e e d e d .



DISTRIBUTION
STRATEGY

F i l m  f e s t i v a l  l a u n c h  a n d  n a t i o n a l  f e s t i v a l  c i r c u i t

L i m i t e d  t h e a t r i c a l  r e l e a s e  i n  k e y  m a r k e t s

B r o a d c a s t  a n d  d i g i t a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n

E d u c a t i o n a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  f o r  s c h o o l s  a n d  u n i v e r s i t i e s

 O u r  g o a l  i s  t o  e n s u r e  t h e  f i l m  r e a c h e s  t h e  p e o p l e  w h o  m o s t
n e e d  t o  s e e  i t .



FUNDING NEED
W e  a r e  r a i s i n g  $ 5 0 0 , 0 0 0  t o  c o m p l e t e  a d d i t i o n a l
p r o d u c t i o n  a n d   p o s t - p r o d u c t i o n  t o  e n s u r e
a c c e s s i b i l i t y  a n d  i m p a c t  d i s t r i b u t i o n .  

ADDITIONAL PRODUCTION FUNDING WILL SUPPORT:

COMPLETION OF REMAINING INTERVIEWS AND ON-
LOCATION FILMING

TRAVEL AND FIELD PRODUCTION COSTS

EDITORIAL FINISHING AND STORY REFINEMENT

ORIGINAL ANIMATION AND VISUAL ELEMENTS

SOUND DESIGN, COLOR CORRECTION, AND FINAL
MASTERING

ACCESSIBILITY (CAPTIONS, AUDIO DESCRIPTION)
DISTRIBUTION AND EDUCATIONAL DELIVERABLES



Jennifer A. Reinish 
 Director / Producer

Abbie Nissenson 
Producer

Keith English 
Animation Director / Producer

Malynda Hale 
Producer

THE TEAM



NONE OF US CAN BE BYSTANDERS

This film is a call to action. None of us can afford to look away. 
We are all responsible for speaking out for one another.


