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Hearing Date: November 3, 2023 

Honorable Wyman Yip 
With Oral Argument 

 

 

 

 

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF WASHINGTON 

FOR THE COUNTY OF KING 
 

In re the Matter of 
 
THE SHARON M. HAROLD 
IRREVOCABLE TRUST DATED 
NOVEMBER 12, 2004,  
 
    a Trust. 
 

 
 

Case No. 22-4-08326-1 KNT 
 
DECLARATION OF AMY HAROLD 
SMALL IN SUPPORT OF 
RESPONDENTS’ MOTION TO DISMISS 
TRUSTEE’S ACCOUNTING AS A 
MATTER OF LAW 

I, Amy Jane Small, declare as follows: 

1. I am a Residual Beneficiary of the Sharon M. Harold Irrevocable Trust 

dated November 12, 2004 (“Trust”).  I have personal knowledge of the facts set forth 

herein. I make this declaration in support of Respondents’ Motion to Dismiss Trustee’s 

Accounting as a Matter of Law. 

2. At all relevant times herein, the documents attached hereto were 

obtained by me either under Power of Attorney (“POA”) or express permission granted 

by Sharon Harold, my mother and Grantor.   

3. On April 27, 2022, I, under my POA, wrote and mailed a letter to acting 

Trustee David A. Paice (“Paice”) requesting an accounting of the Trust.  Attached 

hereto as Exhibit 1 is a true and correct copy of the April 27 letter. 

4. On May 23, 2022, I received a letter from attorney Jeanne Kvale 

(“Kvale”) stating she represented Paice and Grantor and that there were adequate 

trust assets for Grantor’s healthcare.  Attached hereto as Exhibit 2 is a true and correct 
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copy of the May 23 letter. 

5. I sent an email dated June 1, 2022, attaching my May 31, 2022 letter, to 

Kvale stating that Paice called Grantor to discuss my POA paperwork.  This telephone 

conversation was witnessed by Respondent John Harold who was having dinner with 

Grantor at the time of Paice’s call.  Attached hereto as Exhibit 3 is a true and correct 

copy of the June 1 email with attachments. 

6. On June 7, 2022, Kvale sent me a letter stating that she was no longer 

representing Paice or Grantor and that they had both been advised to seek 

independent counsel.  Attached hereto as Exhibit 4 is a true and correct copy of the 

June 7 letter. 

7. I then received a letter from Mr. Schilbach dated June 10, 2022, stating 

that he was representing Paice.  The letter stated, “Please be aware that we may also 

seek court approval of the accountings, trustee’s fees, and attorneys’ fees, all of which 

will be expenses borne by the Trust.” Attached hereto as Exhibit 5 is a true and correct 

copy of the June 10 letter. 

8. Roger Gould, an attorney in Coos Bay, Oregon, wrote me a letter dated 

June 22, 2022 stating that Grantor had revoked my POA.  However, I did not receive 

the letter until approximately a month later.  Attached hereto as Exhibit 6 is a true and 

correct copy of the June 22 letter. 

9. On August 9, 2022, Mr. Schilbach sent a letter to beneficiaries with a 

copy of the “Accounting of Trust” (“AOT”), which excluded financial documents 

verifying the authenticity of the AOT.  Attached hereto as Exhibit 7 is a true and correct 

copy of the August 9 letter (without attachments). 

10. On September 24, 2022, Grantor signed the release of liability for Paice, 

his wife Brieana and their minor daughter in order to receive the backup financial 

documents to the AOT. This release was attached to the October 3, 2022 letter (see ¶ 

11).  Attached hereto as Exhibit 8 is a true and correct copy of the release. 

11. On October 3, 2022, Mr. Schilbach sent a letter to beneficiaries notifying 
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them that Grantor had signed the release (see ¶ 10, Ex. 8) and also threatened to 

spend trust funds on future attorney fees. The letter stated, “The alternative to 

obtaining a Release from each of you by October 28 is for the Trustee to file a petition 

seeking court approval of the accountings. All costs associated with such a filing will 

be paid from the assets of the Trust. While the Trustee would strongly prefer not to 

incur these additional legal and administrative expenses, we reserve the right to do so 

if we do not receive the fully executed Releases from all beneficiaries. We look forward 

to receiving your executed Releases no later than October 28, 2022.”  Attached hereto 

as Exhibit 9 is a true and correct copy of the October 3 letter.  

12. Under my POA, I reviewed emails from Grantor to Mr. Schilbach within 

her email account and located the attached email string dated from October 5 to 

October 7, 2022, in which Grantor revoked her release.  Attached hereto as Exhibit 10 

are true and correct copies of the email string. 

13. I refused to sign the release. 

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of Washington  

that the foregoing is true and correct to the best of my knowledge. 

Executed this 20th day of October, 2023, at Graegle, California. 
 
     s/Amy Jane Small   
     AMY JANE SMALL 
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