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SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF WASHINGTON 

FOR THE COUNTY OF KING 
 

In re the Matter of 
 
THE SHARON M. HAROLD 
IRREVOCABLE TRUST DATED 
NOVEMBER 12, 2004,  
 
    a Trust. 
 

 
 

Case No. 22-4-08326-1 KNT 
 
DECLARATION OF CHARLES A. 
HAROLD IN RESPONSE TO 
ALTERNATIVE MOTION FOR 
WITHDRAWAL BY MICHELLE 
BLACKWELL 

 
DAVID M. PAICE, 
 
   Petitioner-Trustee. 
 

  

I, Charles A. Harold, Jr., declare as follows: 

1. I am a Residual Beneficiary of the Sharon M. Harold Irrevocable Trust 

dated November 12, 2004.  I have personal knowledge of the facts set forth herein.  I 

make this declaration in opposition to the Alternative Motion for Withdrawal by Michelle 

Blackwell as attorney of record for Sharon M. Harold in this action. 

2. I have standing as an attorney-in-fact with power to litigate for Sharon M. 

Harold.  Exhibit A to this declaration in reply contains my power of attorney instrument. 

3. I was paying Ms. Blackwell’s fees as my mother’s attorney-in-fact using 

my mother’s credit cards.  Ms. Blackwell kept sending me bills and told me she would 

not do any further work unless she was paid. On one occasion, I asked Ms. Blackwell 

to take the balance owed out of the $10,000 my mother had on deposit with her. At 
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first, Ms. Blackwell referred me to her retainer agreement that stated the deposit of 

$10,000 was to be used for the paying of bills at the end of the case. Eventually, Ms. 

Blackwell did allow the bill at the time to be paid out of the $10,000 deposit but then 

required the $10,000 to be replenished before she would continue work on the case.  

4. After bringing my mother’s account current, I told Ms. Blackwell I could 

not justify charging any more money on my mother’s credit cards so she stopped 

working on the case, as she had at several other intervals, as when she did when she 

stated her law firm was closed for the holidays and the “annual firm retreat.”  A true 

and correct copy of Ms. Blackwell’s e-mail dated January 13, 2023 is attached hereto 

as Exhibit A. 

5. It is inaccurate for Ms. Blackwell to state that my mother discharged her 

when she told me she could not work on the case until the account was current.  

6. If you ask Ms. Blackwell to produce the work product she prepared in 

preparation for this case, you will find very little.     

7. Ms. Blackwell was aware of my mother’s financial situation when her 

representation of my mother started. She bore the business and financial risk.  Her 

first obligation to my mother was ethical then financial. 

8. When Ms. Blackwell said she was going to withdraw, I referred her to CV 

71 and how her withdrawal was not properly filed. She then stated no one objected to 

her filing so it should be accepted. I did some research and learned Ms. Blackwell was 

not allowed to simply withdraw because she was not paid and because, as she 

pointed out to me in an email, my mother was potentially a “vulnerable person.”  
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9. Ms. Blackwell attempted to withdraw before the hearing of the Petition 

filed in this matter, currently set for February 3, 2023.  In my opinion, Ms. Blackwell is 

abandoning my mother who is a vulnerable adult.  

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of Washington 

that the foregoing is true and correct to the best of my knowledge. 

Executed this 2nd day of February, 2023, at Apache Junction, Arizona. 
 
 
    s/Charles A. Harold, Jr.    ______ 
         CHARLES A. HAROLD, JR. 
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