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In with the old, as with the new, find some art stole, some art blue…this is your chance to rummage
through...lays of auld lang syne!

There is much to celebrate in this retrospective of P.A.D. [Project Art Distribution] at Walter’s (formerly
Walter Elwood Contemporary) inaugural exhibition under its new handle.

Between 2017 and 2021, P.A.D. presented over 200 artists; collaborated with over 20 artist groups,
partnerships, and organizations; and donated to nonprofit institutions such as GLAD.org, RAICES, Black
and Pink, New Sanctuary Coalition, Walk the Walk 2020, and the National Black Trans Advocacy
Coalition (BTAC). P.A.D. has exhibited in four cities: locally in New York City (SoHo), upstate New York
(Catskill), out of state in Miami (FL), and internationally in Munich, Germany. Every year, the project
seems to announce a new, exciting chapter, and now! today!! November 13, 2021!!! is the moment to
reflect on what P.A.D. has accomplished as a community of artists, curators, writers, and organizations
over its 4½ seasons of exhibitions.

By taking the entire exhibition into the streets and onto packing pads, which traditionally swaddle, hold,
and protect artwork, P.A.D. offers art a way out of the ‘white cube’ gallery model that swells and threatens
to engulf lower Manhattan (including P.A.D.’s usual SoHo locale). The project offers a response to
common criticisms of the traditional gallery model: frigid (often in the climate controlled temperatures,
ambience, and attitudes alike), inaccessible and opaque, and filled with art that is ‘expensive as hell’ or
‘something that I could never own’. In with the Old, a P.A.D. retrospective, uses a contemporary art space
to symbolically place the project’s ethos into a conventional gallery model. Subverting itself, the exhibition
is filled with artwork at P.A.D.’s usual ‘affordable’ price points, as well as more standardized gallery prices,
assimilating the project and artworks back into the mainstream art world. Pricing and convention are left
up to the artists, attempting to balance the scale of power between artist and institution.

What started as a pairing of two artists who love New York and its complex weaving of conflicting
interests, continues to grow into an ever more complex, and at the end of the day, approachable concept
that anyone passing P.A.D. on the street can access. Ranging from pointing out, making fun of, to
downright rejecting the status quo, P.A.D. artists and organizers fearlessly critique and subvert the very
systems in which we live…or even P.A.D. itself! The exhibitions bring quotidian objects, like soaps, cups,
keychains, and envelopes, into a greater metaphysical discussion about the connection between the self
and the universe, alongside painting, sculpture, and printmaking.

The artists included in the retrospective bring back original (old) works from earlier exhibitions and newly
made or presented works that they are currently grappling with Post-P.A.D. (new), as they continue to
investigate the conceptual underpinnings and concerns of the 21st century. Come sift through this
rummage-sale of an exhibition, and find that perfect art object for your home.
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P.A.D. is an art exhibition space in historic SoHo (South of Houston) District in New York City. It reflects
the bustling economy of artists making and creating their artworks on the streets year-round, weather
permitting. The aim of the space is to platform work by artists interested in exploring new ways of
exhibiting.


