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Our brother

iveik Oberoi

' Children send him rakhis,

Divya Gupta
w saron@hindustantimes.com

aksha Bandhan is an
R'occasion of double fun

for the students of
Sandipani Muni School,
Vrindavan. And why not?
After all, they are blessed
with two brothers. One is
“Thakur Ji’ (Lord Krishna)
while the second is actor
Viveik Oberoi. Yes, the
actor has been an integral
part of the lives of these lit-
tle kids for a couple of years
now. The school is run by a
social organisation Food For
Life, Vrindavan (FFLV) that
has been established espe-
cially to help poor children
hans. Viveik is the

nd handmade Qards

8 Viveik Oberoi and Priyanka with sfude

of Sandipani Muni School.

Sarita, class 3 student at
the school, says, “I love
Raksha Bandhan. I cele-
brate it by tying rakhi to
Bihari Ji and have already
sent some rakhis to Viveik
Bhaiya.” .

Duty, another student of
the school, says, “Viveik
Bhaiyya is a lovely brother.
Whenever he comes here,
he spends most of his time
with us and even plays
games with us.”

Manisha, Sonia, Pooja,
Poonam, Anjali, Durga, Anu,
Megha, Arti, Duty, Kavita,
Santoshi, Nirmala Devi and
Anchal wrote a lovely letter
for their brother Viveik and
sent it along with the
rakhis. And from this year
on, the thread of love is not
restricted just to Viveik as
the girls have also sent
Lumba (rakhi for females)
to Viveik’s wife Priyanka.
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Divya Gupta
‘ saron@hindustantimes.com
hen the world is busy
donning their houses
with lights, people in

Braj are trying to light up

the world of the less fortu-

nate.

Radha Madhav, a German
national and a volunteer with
orphanage Food For Live, an
NGO, has planned to devote
this Christmas to orphans
and teach them lessons on
moral values. He said: “I
spend six month in India and
six month in Germany and I
am trying to spend most of
the time with them.”

""""" e He adds: “In Vrindavan we
celebrate Christmas with
other devotees at Raman
Puri in Gopalkrishna Kund.

~ We sing songs that glorify
Jesus who came to deliver
fallen souls like us. Many
affluent persons from the
west also sponsor feasts for
the children of Vrindavan

Sandipani Muni School. But,

1 want to take the kids from

tho:n?hnnage for a Pizza
party. y
- Talking about the scenario

th her friends
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Divya Gupta

ampus of Sandipani
CMuni School in
Vrindavan remained
abuzz with activities of kids
In conversation with their
favourite celebrity on Friday.
s time, however, Vivek
roi was accompanied
his wife Priyanka. iR

The couple was surround-
ed by chirpy kids and enjoyed
every bit of the moment they
shared with the kids during
their two-day stay in
Mathura and Vrindavan on
Thursday and Friday.

An NGO, Food For Life
(Vrindavan) (FFLV) is
running Sandipani Muni
School in Vrindavan for poor,
orphan and underprivileged
kids and Vivek is the brand
ambassador of FFLV.

On Friday evening, Vivek
and Priyanka attended the
cultural programme organ-
ised by the students.

They also participated in
' several games with kids and
visited the hospital and an
orphanage run under the
supervision of the NGO.

In an exclusive chat with
HT City, the couple shared
their views about FFLV.

“FFLYV is an important
part of our life. It's a privilege
coupled with pleasure for me
and I feel honoured to be a
part of this NGO. 1t is the

,23/0 7/9201!
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changes that she’s

ch the celeb is the brand ambassadg.rm
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first visit for Priyanka and I
am happy to know that she is
inclined towards helping the
kids. The NGO has now
become an integral part of
our life,” said Vivek.

“I have visited many places
in India and abroad, but a
city which is nearest to my
heart is Vrindavan. I find a
source of constructive ener-
gy here which encourages me
to do social work,” he added.

Talking about the strength
epitomized by the fair sex,
Vivek said, “Women are
responsible for the develop-
ment of the country, society,
family and they bring the

best out in men too because
they are more creatively ded-
icated towards their work as

compared to men. [ am sure
that all the students of FFLV
will make us feel proud one

VBIQALITLS WAICEE L YWD feder A 344

open to all kinds of cinema.”

Vrindavan visit is always energising'

Vivek Oberoi with wife Priyanka, spends two days in Vrindavan among the
kids of a school of whi

FFLV is an important part of
our life. It's a privilege cot-
pled with pleasure for me and
| feel honoured to be a part of
{his NGO. It is the first visit
for Priyanka and | am happy

to know that she is inclined
towards helping the kids. The
NGO has now become an
integral part of our life.
Vivek Oberoi

day. [ met some students
here who recently visited
London and they shared their
experience of the trip with
me,” added Vivek.

Not only Vivek but his wife
Priyanka also appeared
delighted with the warmth of
exuded by the students.

“I feel fortunate to have
visited the famous Bihari Ji
temple dedicated to Lord
Krishna in the month of
saawan. | respect my
husband for his inclination
towards social causes and
take it more as a respansibili-
ty than as a charity. I also
met the kids of FFLV and
really feel impressed with
their conduct, knowledge and
passion for their work
despite odds faced by them in
life,” said Priyanka while she
was quick to add, “We would
come back soon.”
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Actor inaugurates ‘Sandipani Muni School’ for orphane
YT e O T
i . » saron@hindustantimes.com " ,‘ 2 "

aking time out of his
busy schedule in view
of his new release,

actor Vivek Oberol was
present at the inauguration
of the ‘Sandipani Muni
School’ run by an NGO on
Saturday.

Set up by the Food For
Life, Vrindavan (FFLV)
organisation, Sandipani Muni
School provides financial,
educational and social assis-
tance to poor and orphaned
children. Vivek was wel-
comed at the school by vari-
ous cultural programmes
organised bg the students.
After the ribbon cutting cere-

mony and the cerem
lighting of the lamp, wel-
come song dedicated to
Vivek was sung by the stu-
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LITERACY DAY TODAY

The ngt of kope for underprwzleged children

Divya Gupta to spread literacy amongst some time with their ‘adopted’
8 saon@hindustantimes.com the deprived. To make people children. Germany national Dr
aware about the project ‘Gift  Jacob has sponsored 19 chil-
ABRA: For nearly a decade now, of Hope' we advertise onour  dren who are studying in
non-government organisation websites and communicate Classes 2t0 9. “Here every
Food For Life Vrindavan has with our volunteers so any- sponsor loves their child. We
been roping in sponsors to give body who wishes to contrib- want more and more contribu-
- the ‘Gift of Hope’ to underprivi- ute for the betterment of the  tors to join us and better the
leged children in the city. Till children live’s comes for- future of these children,” says
now, lives of 1,020 children have ward,” says head of sponsor-  Khusboo.
been transformed through care ship department in the area, USA national Reshma
and education. Khusboo. ‘Gift of Hope’ Thakker who is on a visit to
allows sponsors to improve Vrindavan says, “I always
' the childreur:;s f(\;ture by gifv- wanted to do something for
= Thakker ¥ =3 ing a monthly donation of - those who are underprivileged.
mmmmmmmwm : HT 21,800, Lam grateful that FFLV gave
school uniforms, including education remains the first But it is not just money chil-  me this opportunity. I started
warm clothes for winter. . priority. dren receive from their spon- sponsoring my daughter
Patrons can sponsor a child “This project is very sors. The bond pulls many Jyotsana two years ago and
from nursery to Class12and ~ important for usas we want  patrons to Vrindavan to spend  sheis now studying in Class 1

iz] OUR EDITION ON KINDLE http:ffread.ht/JS4
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Divya Gupta
saron@hindsuantimes.com

ost foreigners find
M learning Hindi quite a

task. However, those
visiting the twin religious
cities of Mathura and
Vrindavan seems to be in no
mood to give up.

HT City came across a
number of them inclined to
learn and spread the richness
of this language in their
respective countries.

Interestingly, a lot of for-
eigners feel that learning the
ethnic language draws them
close to Krishna, Some of
them, who have been living
here for a while, are taking
tuitions to master Hindi.

Ineke Zondag from
Netherlands now is learning
Hindi in Vrindavan through a
local teacher. “I'm settled in
Dubai and am fascinated by
India. I am exited to learn
this beautiful ancient lan-
guage and looking forward to

=08 AGRA, Sunday April 15, 2012, www.hindustantimes.com

FOREIGNERS IN THE TWIN CIT;
ARE KEEN ON LEARNING THE

{
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i
s 0‘6‘ Katrina Kait
KAWARA: LRYN 7

o . bn: July 16, 1984
of birth: Hong Kong
s: Namastey London,
; e, Race, Rajneeti and Zindagi
@ R | Dobara

‘:J%

communicate better with
Indians specially children. I
have been trying to convers
with orphanage children sup
ported by an NGO Food For
Life in Vrindavan. I believe
with Hindi, my job would be
easier,” says she.

Richard, a Swiss national,
came to India for a period of P
six months and have always

_f www.facebook.com/htcity i
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