Reaching Out in Love During Difficult Times
(Suffering; Hardship)

“On the other side of a storm is the strength that comes from having navigated through it. Raise your sail and begin.” — Gregory S. Williams.
Romans 8:18 For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory to be revealed to us.
Sometimes, we can be dismayed when we look at disappointing things. But in honoring the Great Commission, Jesus gave us a task, which is what we must keep at hand. The Lord commissioned believers to go out and share about Him. However, we needed to understand the difficulty that we would experience in doing so. Remember the many followers of Christ who had callous times serving. Like the disciples, we can take many roads in our travels and speak to many people about what we were taught.

Life does not stop simply because we are serving God. In some aspects, it becomes harder. Following Jesus’ command and serving God can be very demanding and draining. As we honor Jesus, we must remember that it's not about the number of people we encounter; it's about the number that accepts Him. All the Angels of heaven will rejoice if one person accepts Jesus as Lord (Luke 15:10)!

What we learn about God is that we will have pain and suffering. God did not spare His servants or Jesus. Through their suffering, we see God's power and true love!

The Book of Joel describes the pain we experience, which can feel like God's fierce anger. But this pain serves to reveal God’s warm compassion toward us. Joel tells us that, through our pain, God still has gracious, merciful, abounding, and steadfast love for us. He relents over our pain, agony, and suffering. He gives in to us when we are in torment, torture, and facing many tribulations. God still reaches out to us and extends His love. And He expects us to do the same.

Remember Jesus suffering on the cross. He never lashed out in anger in all His agony and pain. Instead, Jesus continues to reach out in love. He even asked God to forgive those torturing Him because they did not understand what they were doing (Luke 23:34). What an incredible display of love.

Sometimes, our pain can prevent us from extending love to others. We must learn to embrace the pain we have yet to show the love of God to all who need it. When people see this display, they will begin to understand. We may be on the short end of receiving love from others, but let us not be short of giving it.

Prayer: Father, sometimes we hurt so badly that we do not want to love others. In those times, we need You to help us overcome our pain so that others will understand the true nature of agape love. It is in Your mighty name we pray, amen!!!
