







LESSON 1
DOING IT MY WAY
Judges 17:6 “In those days, there was no king in Israel, but every man did what was right in his own eyes.”
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Judges 17:6 “In those days, there was no king in Israel, but every man did what was right in his own eyes.”
"Doing things your way only" is a challenge because it can lead to personal and professional stagnation, alienate others, and create unnecessary stress. A "my way or the highway" mentality stifles creativity, innovation, and collaboration by rejecting new information and alternative perspectives. 
“Trying to get through life on your own limited strength, knowledge, and resources leads to futility and a loss of hope. But in God’s economy, getting to the end of yourself is the beginning of hope.” – Henry Cloud
Back in 1969, Frank Sinatra released a classic song that kicks off with those memorable lines: "And now the end is near, and as I face the final curtain. My friend, I will say it clearly, and I'll state my case, which I am certain of. I've lived a full life. I've traveled on every highway. But more, much more than this, I did it my way…"
My journey with this song began a bit later in life, but when I discovered it, I was immediately drawn to its message. It resonates with me in a way that only life experience can truly explain. 
But I have to admit, there’s a little nagging feeling I get when I think about how often 'I' and 'my' pop up in the lyrics—over 30 times! It makes me reflect on the message a bit more.
Another powerful line that catches my attention is: "For what is a man, what has he got. If not himself, then he is naught. To say what he feels and not the words of one who kneels." Wow, that really gives me food for thought!
I’m not here to judge anyone who enjoys secular music; I think it’s totally okay! But sometimes, when a song shifts my focus from my faith to a more self-centered perspective, it makes me pause and think about my choices. 
My faith is the compass that guides my music choices. I know that without Christ, I am nothing. Every success, every achievement, is a result of His grace. If a song ever leads me to focus more on myself than on God, it’s a clear sign that I need to reconsider my playlist.
It's fascinating how many songs out there might lead us to focus more on ourselves instead of God. Sometimes, something that sounds so beautiful can steer us in the wrong direction.
As a believer, I’m committed to making choices that align with God's values rather than just my own desires. It's not about what I want; it's about living out His righteousness, which means.
In everything I do, especially in ministry, I aim to align with God’s commands and respect the law. We may be a diverse bunch, but we’re all part of one team, working together. So let’s create and move forward in unity for the glory of God, rather than just doing things our own way!

STUDY

The Book of Judges, a fascinating part of ancient Israel's history, unfolds after Joshua's death and before the rise of their first king. It reveals a recurring pattern where the Israelites, after falling into sin, face hardships from neighboring nations, only to be rescued by exceptional leaders known as 'judges.' These judges play a crucial role in the narrative, as they guide the Israelites through their challenges. Unfortunately, the Israelites often revert to idol worship and foreign practices, restarting the cycle. This narrative of peaks and valleys offers a compelling insight into their relationship with God and the challenges they encountered.
Judges 17 unfolds a captivating story about the inception of idol worship in Israel. It all begins with a man named Micah who, in a dramatic turn of events, steals money from his own mother. She, in an equally dramatic decision, uses part of that money to create a metal idol and a shrine. Micah's creativity knows no bounds—he crafts an ephod and some household gods. He even appoints his own son as a priest and later hires a traveling Levite to serve as his personal priest for a salary.
This chapter effectively underscores a period of spiritual confusion and decline, serving as a cautionary tale. It reveals how people's focus on their own desires led to corrupt practices in worship and a distorted understanding of God. It’s a stark reminder of the peril of straying from true faith.
Judges 17:6 vividly portrays a time in Israel when the absence of a central leader plunged the nation into chaos. The verse states, "In those days, there was no king in Israel. Everyone did what was right in his own eyes." This period, marked by individualistic decision-making, rather than adherence to God's guidance, resulted in a decline of shared values and a surge in idolatry. It serves as a stark reminder of the critical need for strong leadership and moral grounding in a community, lest it succumbs to such dire consequences.
STUDY

**The Rotation of Judges: A Friendly Overview**
1. Sin: The Israelites would sometimes stray from their special relationship with God, turn to idol worship, and engage in behaviors like __________, ___________, and __________ towards others, which were not in line with their values and teachings.
2. **Oppression:** Because of their choices, God would allow foreign nations to come in and take __________ of the Israelites, leading them to tough times.
3. **Crying Out:** During these __________, the people would turn back to God and ask for His help.
4. Deliverance: In response, God would send a formidable leader, known as a __________, to provide guidance and deliver them from their trials, offering a beacon of hope.
5. **Peace and Apostasy:** After being delivered, the Israelites would enjoy a time of peace, but eventually, they'd slip back into their old ways, starting the whole __________ all over again.
Select answers from here: dishonesty, struggles, violence, cycle, disrespect, advantage, judge, 
Key Themes
**Consequences of Sin:**  This book vividly illustrates the __________of turning away from God, portraying a downward spiral that ensues. It serves as a poignant reminder that God is deeply concerned about __________and holds us responsible for our deeds.
**Need for Faithful Leadership:**  The narrative underscores the indispensable role of strong, reliable leaders. The failures during this period underscore the significance of unwavering __________from both the people and their leaders.
**God's Grace:**  Even in the face of Israel's repeated stumbling, God's grace __________ through. His __________ remains unwavering, always offering opportunities for a fresh start and demonstrating mercy through the appointment of judges to guide them.
**Human Self-Centeredness:** The story delves into how people often follow their own __________, doing what seems right to them. This highlights our need for God's __________, and the __________ for a true king to come who can lead and rescue us.
Select answer from here: compassion, consequences, grace, faithfulness, desires, hope, shines, justice 
What did these Judges do?
	A. Othniel: 
	_____A judge who, with a remarkably small army, delivered Israel from the Midianites. 

	B. Deborah: 

	_____A prophetess and judge who led the Israelite army to a great victory against the Canaanite forces. 

	C. Gideon: 

	_____A strongman known for his incredible feats of strength against the Philistines, though his story also reveals his personal flaws. 

	D. Samson: 

	_____One of the first judges, he led Israel to victory after a period of oppression by the Mesopotamians. 


Micah's Idols and Shrine- Erroneous information that needs fixing
· Theft and Dedication: He appoints his son as a priest for this shrine, violating God's law that only Levites should perform priestly duties. 
· Private Shrine: Micah steals 1100 pieces of silver from his mother, but returns the money after being cursed. To express remorse, his mother dedicates a portion to make a carved and molten image. 
· Unauthorized Priesthood: Micah uses the silver to create an image and sets it up in his house, along with an ephod (a priestly garment) and household gods, thereby creating a private shrine for worship. 
Why the need for Judges? (Review paragraph and put the right sentence with the right point)
1. Lack of a King: 
2. Living without Morales: 
3. Refusal to follow laws/rules: 
4. Disbelief in God: 
The verse serves as a cautionary tale about the dangers of rejecting God's authority and the destructive consequences of unchecked individualism. "Everyone did what was right in his own eyes" points to a culture where people made their own moral choices, rather than seeking God's will or following His law. The absence of a "king" signifies a lack of divinely appointed leadership and divine governance. The lack of central authority and adherence to personal judgment led to a moral vacuum, resulting in widespread disorder, idolatry, and a departure from God's commands. 
For Knowledge Sharing
**Hiring a Priest:** A young Levite is on a journey and is seeking a welcoming place to stay. Micah, hoping to receive blessings from God, offers him a job as his personal priest.
Mercenary Service: The Levite, in a moment of temptation, accepts the offer and finds comfort in living with Micah, enjoying room, board, clothing, and a salary in return for his services. This decision, although seemingly beneficial in the short term, compromises his spiritual integrity.
False Confidence: Micah feels reassured that having a Levite priest means he has God's favor. However, this reflects a misunderstanding of what true worship really means, leading to unforeseen consequences.
"Do What Was Right in Your Own Eyes": This story sheds light on a period in Israel marked by spiritual decline, where the absence of strong leadership led people to pursue their own desires rather than genuine faith, highlighting the crucial need for guidance.
Corruption of Worship: The chapter reveals how Israel began to adopt Canaanite practices, a grave departure from their own, where priests acted like mercenaries, and individuals often prioritized material gains over genuine devotion to God.
**Idolatry:** With Micah creating a private idol and shrine, it shows how Israel turned away from God, embracing foreign customs, which opened the door to further corruption and idolatry among the tribes.
Discussion Question
How does the Author’s story correspond with Judges 17:6?

