Putting The Rudder Back On Your Ship
(Faith)
A man without a purpose is like a ship without a rudder.”-Thomas Carlyle.
Psalm 107:29 He made the storm be still, and the waves of the sea were hushed.

How did we traverse our way through the COVID-19 period? That is a funny question because some of us did not navigate at all. Some of us did not move before COVID-19 invaded our land; and even in a post-COVID era, we still have not moved. We have let our rudder separate from our ship. Our ship is our purpose in life. Since then, we have been floating in the water without any direction, as if the wind had left our sail.

When COVID-19 struck the United States, it was so devastating to our country because we acted as if we had never faced an epidemic before. But as a reminder, we have always had pandemics/epidemics throughout the centuries:  Smallpox in the 1600s, Yellow Fever in the 1700s, Cholera and Scarlet Fever in the 1800s, Bird Flu, Typhoid Mary, Measles, Spanish Flu, Swine Flu, Polio, Aids/HIV, and Diphtheria in the 1900s, and Whooping Cough, and COVID-19 in the 2000s, and we are still early in this century. Look what we have been through as a country and overcame. We responded, then, like we did with COVID.  

At what point did we allow our rudder to separate from our ship? Was it the information reported by the news, broadcast by the radio, or written in the newspaper? Was it our neighbor, who consistently talked about the virus's effect, who convinced us to start living like a recluse (Genesis 2:18)? What were the defining words we heard that persuaded us to say, “I am just going to stop living?”

We forgot that we are the ships of God and that He is the rudder. No matter the type of storm, God knows how to steer us through it. When we take control of the helm of our ship, we separate ourselves from God. This separation causes us to have doubts and weakens our faith. We no longer depend on Him but only on ourselves.

Suppose we recognize that we have lost our rudder during this pandemic. In that case, we need to find it and reconnect with it so our ship can begin sailing in the direction God wants it to go. Essentially, we must return to God and do the work He has called us to perform. We need to let our sails, which are the winds of God, take us where He is leading. We must not act like the disciples when Jesus slept, giving away to anxiety and fear, but we must remain calm during the storm. Was it, not He who caused it, and it is also He who will return it to a peaceful state (Isaiah 45:7)!

Prayer: Gracious Father, forgive us when we decide to separate from You. Point us back to You so that our lives will have purpose and we will see clear direction from You. It is in Your name I pray, amen!

