God’s Provision for My Needs
(Generosity)

“When you eagerly depend upon the Lord for any provision, you eliminate all odds of disappointment.”― Gift Gugu Mona.

Genesis 22:14 So Abraham called the name of that place, “The LORD will provide”; as it is said to this day, “On the mount of the LORD it shall be provided.”

Before coming to Minnesota, we (my family) resided in Hawaii for five years. The experience was different from what I expected. Before coming to Hawaii, we were in Korea for nine years. I was looking forward to retirement. Even at one-half the pay, we would be okay. Not extravagant living, but okay.

When we arrived in Hawaii, I was shocked at the cost of living. Incredibly, anyone can live there. Most people live there because of the weather. It never changes, or at best, it ranges from 10 to 20 degrees, but it never really gets below 50 degrees, which is considered freezing.

With my retirement check, I expected to take half of my pension, pay for somewhere to stay, and use the other part to pay for utilities and other minor expenses. Instead, the house we rented took my entire retirement check. The job I had spent well, but the utilities, groceries, and other expenses consumed that paycheck. More investment is needed in savings. That was living from paycheck to paycheck.

Believe it or not, my wife Kim and I could not go out and do any extracurricular activities or even go to a movie during that first year because the money was not there. I later discovered that two and three generations lived in one house because it was the only way to survive.

We were a working family of four, with one car to transport us to all our different destinations during the workweek. Kim served as the taxi driver for all of us. Her day started early in the morning, taking us, one at a time, to our various destinations. By the time she dropped off the last person, it was nearly time for her to start picking us up.
  
After some time, and through all the grumbling and complaining I did, I could look back and reflect on our survival for that first year. I had to give God glory, as He so richly deserves.

Yes, we were a family with one car, but that one car took everyone everywhere they were supposed to go. And yes, I did not make a penny extra than I needed to, but all the bills got paid, and we had food to eat and clothes to wear. God provided shelter and the necessities of life. But I was blinded by what I wanted my life to be like more than what it was.

Acknowledging God and giving Him thanks for all He had done led to us acquiring a second car and then a third car. Sometimes, God wants us to see Him in our “tight” situations and acknowledge who He is and what He does. Unfortunately, we do not see that unless we use hindsight.

Prayer: My Father, You provide for us daily, yet sometimes we fail to see it. Our eyes are primarily on what we don’t have, not what we have. Please help us realize we only need what’s required for today, not tomorrow or next year. Please help us remember Your Word, which says give us our daily bread. Provide us only what we need today. It is in Your name, we pray, amen!

