














Having A Heart Like God
(Gentleness)

I have been crucified with Christ. No longer I live, but Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved and gave himself for me. Galatians 2:20













Having A Heart Like God
(Gentleness)

No beauty shines brighter than that of a good heart. Shanina Shaik

I still remember when I was a kid and spotted someone famous; I thought to myself, "I want to be just like them!" I made that promise without really knowing their story or the challenges they faced to get there. One moment that stuck with me was when I saw Bishop Thomas Dexter Jakes, a renowned pastor, in an interview. He shared a story about a young man who said to him, “You’ve got it made! I’d love to have what you have.” Bishop Jakes replied, “Are you willing to go through what I went through to get what I have?” That really made me think! It reminded me of a similar experience in my own life when I realized that the path to success is often paved with challenges and sacrifices.

I often pray and ask for a heart like God’s. It’s incredible to reflect on His agape love for us, a love that is unconditional and never-ending. The Bible even describes King David as a man after God's heart (1 Sam 13:14). Despite his shortcomings (2 Sam 11), God continually showered him with love. Having a heart like God calls for me to love others unconditionally, just as He loves us. So, how can I achieve that? For me, it means transforming my mind: opening my heart to the Holy Spirit, spending quality time with God, and being obedient even in the smallest ways.

So, can I really have a heart like God’s? Can I handle disappointments, work through heartbreaks, deal with rejection, endure abandonment, and let go of the sting of mockery, all while maintaining a forgiving heart towards those who may not treat me well? Can I do it for the sake of the Gospel to nurture that God-like heart?

It’s incredible to think that God’s heart is broken every day, yet He still pours out grace on our lives. His agape love ensures that grace wins, no matter how often we stumble or stray. This ongoing nature of His grace reassures us and brings comfort, knowing that His love is always there for us.
Galatians, a letter from the Apostle Paul, is a powerful defense of the belief that salvation comes through faith in Jesus Christ, not through the Law of Moses. Paul courageously confronts the false teachers in Galatia who insisted that Gentile converts must be circumcised and adhere to the Mosaic Law to be saved. The letter not only highlights the freedom in Christ but also the profound guidance of the Holy Spirit, supporting us in our journey of faith.

Galatians 2 powerfully affirms that salvation is attained through faith in Jesus Christ, rather than through adherence to the works of the Law. This chapter vividly recounts the significant meeting between the Apostle Paul and prominent leaders of the early church—Apostle Peter, John, and James—in Jerusalem, where Paul's mission to the Gentiles received their esteemed approval. The narrative takes a dramatic turn as it details Paul’s bold confrontation with Peter, who had begun to compromise the essence of the gospel. By behaving as if Gentiles were required to observe Jewish laws to be justified before God, Peter took a significant risk in undermining the core message of grace. This episode underscores the profound truth that justification is solely a matter of faith, free from the constraints of legalism.

Galatians 2:20 states, "I have been crucified with Christ, and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me." This powerful verse encapsulates a fundamental belief in Christian theology: the intimate unity that believers share with Christ through His death and resurrection. This spiritual union signifies that the old self—characterized by sin, selfish desires, and a reliance on one’s own strength—has been symbolically "crucified" alongside Christ, rendering it powerless and dead.

In the aftermath of this crucifixion, a transformative new life emerges within the believer, signifying that Christ now dwells in them. This indwelling presence of Christ enables a profound change in the believer’s identity and purpose. The life they now lead is an expression of faith, no longer solely their own but rather a reflection of Christ’s own life and teachings lived out through them. 

This shift emphasizes a reliance on God's grace and the ongoing influence of the Holy Spirit, guiding Christians to live according to His will, transforming their thoughts, actions, and motivations. Ultimately, this passage celebrates the depth of God's love, as illustrated by the sacrifice of Jesus, who gave Himself for the sake of humanity, inviting believers into a life defined not by their past, but by their new identity rooted in Him.

STUDY

PRACTICAL WAYS TO LIVE OUT GALATIANS 20
Somehow the Information in Column B is in the wrong place. Please realign the information so the right response match with the correct topic.

	TOPIC                                                                                       COLUMN B

	A. I have been crucified with Christ
	___Seek Christ's mind through his Word

	 
	___Embrace a servant-hearted mindset. 

	 
	___Anchor your faith in Christ's love. 

	B. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me
	___Identify and confess old patterns. 

	 
	___Start each day with surrender. 

	 
	___Respond to challenges with trust. 

	C. The life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God
	___Practice denial of self. 

	 
	___Yield to the Holy Spirit's guidance. 

	 
	___Remember your freedom from the law. 



Overcoming Personal Challenge
Imagine you have a difficult coworker who tests your patience. You can live out Galatians 2:20 in the following ways (Define the meaning):
· Die to the flesh: 


· Let Christ live in you: 


· Live by faith: 


What are common misunderstandings about Law and faith in Christianity?
When it comes to the relationship between Law and faith in Christianity, it's crucial to avoid falling into the two extremes: legalism and antinomianism. Legalism, the belief in earning God's favor through strict adherence to rules, and antinomianism, the dismissal of the Law's importance leading to a freedom to sin, are both unbalanced views. Instead, we should adopt a more balanced perspective, as Paul wrote in the Bible. According to him, faith is the key to salvation, but the Law still plays a vital role in our lives. It's all about finding that healthy balance!
· Legalism What is it and what does Paul say about it (Colossians 2:20-23)?

· Antinomianism – What does this mean, and why are people misled by this belief (Romans 6:1-14)?

· Confusion about the Law's purpose -What is known as the law and why are people confused by it (Galatians 3:19)?


· Ignoring Jesus' teachings – Why does people choose work over faith for salvation (Ephesians 2:8-10)?
Bonus Question:

How does the author’s story relate to Galatians 2:20?
