This Duty is Beneath Me
(Kindness, Love)

Do not keep away from the measure which has no limit, or from the task which has no end. – Rabbi Tarphon
John 13:14-17 So, if I, the Lord, and the Teacher, washed your feet, you should also wash one another's feet. I gave you this as an example, so you should do in turn as I did to you. I assure you and most solemnly say that a slave is not greater than his master, nor is sent more significant than the one who sent him. If you know these things, you are blessed, happy, and favored by God if you put them into practice and faithfully do them.

When my family and I arrived in Bemidji, one of our favorite stores was Dollar Tree. It was our beloved store the first year as we tried to get settled in and become accustomed to the culture and the weather.

After a year, when the girls attained more secure jobs, their taste in where they shopped changed. No one changed more than Paige, our oldest. Kim and I still frequent Dollar Tree. Our two younger daughters made some visits but have yet to cut them off completely. But Paige does not go near the Dollar Tree at all now. We always joke with Paige about her becoming snobbish and seeing Dollar Tree as a store beneath her.

As we joke with Paige about this situation, this is true for many people. Some of us feel what God asked us to do is beneath us.

Having too much wealth is a foundational reason for some people becoming snobs. They brag about themselves and their successes while looking down on others. They make it a point to avoid certain people. They want people to believe they are more appealing and ambitious than anyone else.

Snooty people have some very annoying traits that are easy to identify. They criticize the choices you make in life. They ensure people know about them by broadcasting their day-to-day lives on social media. They are very obsessed with labels and talk about money a lot. They believe they are the most essential and are often not very friendly. They are very selfish and try to enforce their point of view upon others. They love putting others down. They consider others beneath them if they do not have as much as they have! And one other thing, they will not labor with their own hands. They will pay others to do it. In other words, they do not want to get dirty or deal with anything they consider filthy.

Before life changed, I remember not having money, wearing the same clothes for two or three days, and driving a car with a big hole in the floor. If you sat in the back of the vehicle, you would see the road as I drove my car.

How do we manage to do jobs God called us to perform, but in our hearts and minds, we tell ourselves, this is beneath me, or I did not sign up for this! Sometimes, we may have to talk to people with open sores or who smell unbelievably bad. The places we travel may not be clean. People may only have an unappealing fragrance. We may be called to go to some of these places as someone who serves God. We must go because these places are where some of the people we must talk to lives.

Now, let us reflect on Jesus, performing the common task of washing the dirty and stinky feet of His disciples. Peter tried to stop Jesus from washing his feet because Peter felt this action was beneath our Lord. Washing the disciples' feet did not contradict Christ as Master. It drew a hard line challenging our ordinary sense of what leadership truly means. It established the shared love and support Jesus displayed as fundamental to living out the Christian faith.

Jesus explained that when the master performs a task, servants do not get to dismiss that same action as "beneath them." He crushes the standard of "that's beneath me." Jesus Christ worked in humility and service to others. Regardless of our positions in life, we have no right to turn up our noses to serve others. To do so suggests we are "too good" to do for others what Christ did for us.
Prayer: Lord, Jesus, in our desire to be more like You, please help us by giving us more understanding. Too often, we want You to do things that would satisfy us but not bring You glory! We need to remember. You walked miles and slept in the dirt on Your many journeys. But help us not forget that You, God, knelt to wash other men's feet. Teach us that kind of humbleness so that we can avoid unnecessary resentment and having a sense of entitlement. Amen!
