When God Derails Our Plan
(Faith; Patience; Trust)

“What we plan for ourselves isn’t always what life has planned for us.”

Malachi 3:6: "For I the LORD do not change; therefore you, O children of Jacob, are not consumed. 
 
For many years, my wife and I took vacation trips in August. Every time we got ready to return home, we both complained about how much we hated traveling through Atlanta, Georgia. It was such a stressful time. We needed to get used to how fast people drive and how inconsiderate some drivers were. 
  
One year, while traveling, God heard our hearts and our prayers. When we were getting ready to return home from Florida, the GPS immediately directed us to take another route. It was very, very odd. We had traveled the same path for many years and had planned to return the same way. We started traveling west on Highway 27 and connected with Highway 84, which took us right into Alabama. I looked at my wife and said, "Boo, there is something wrong with your GPS; we just entered Alabama."  She rechecked the route and said, "No, it shows us heading in the right direction."  I responded, "Okay, we will continue to follow, but I guess at some point, we'll get pulled back east to go through Atlanta.”
   
So, after many hours of driving and still not feeling comfortable on this current route, I asked my wife to recheck the GPS because we had just passed the ramp to Atlanta. My wife, getting a little irritated now, responded, "Don't you think the GPS knows where it is taking us?"  I took that as she wanted me to keep driving. 
  
When leaving Tallahassee, Florida, and traveling to Nashville, Tennessee, we always took the same route. It was what we knew and what we were familiar with. But we complained about being on that route all the time. If only we could get around Atlanta, we would take it. Our few stops took us about nine hours to arrive in Nashville. I looked back at our trip and asked, "How did that happen?”
 
When God begins changing the course in our life, we do as much as we can to hold off that change because it is a change we are not familiar with, we are not comfortable with it, and we cannot see how we are going to arrive to where we are trying to go. No matter how much we complain, we do not want to change. Sometimes, He just wants to snap us out of that state of complacency of comfort we all live in. When God makes a change, it is for our benefit and His glory. 

Even though God changes things in our lives, His Word does not change. But God does change his mind. He did it many times in the Bible, from changing the route the Israelites were traveling during the exodus to no longer accepting the sacrifice of burnt offerings to adding 15 years to King Hezekiah's life. God can and will change His mind about many things without changing anything about His Word.
 
Aren't we glad that God does change His mind about certain things? How many of us would still be around if He did not?
 
God changed His mind about destroying the world. How do we know this? He sent His only Son to save us, and we are the reason He spared us.
 
So, when our plan starts going in a direction we did not plan, we should thank God in advance because He knows much more about where He wants to take us than we do. 

Prayer: Father of all the heavens, what a privilege it is for us to be in Your presence. Lord, Your Word tells us to prepare, but You would be the one who orders our footsteps. No matter how we plan, help us always follow the path You have designed for us each day. It's in Your name we pray, amen!
