God Is My Shepherd, Yet I Still Want
(Needs; Generosity)

“Everyone has some darkness inside. It’s like a hungry creature. It wants and wants and wants with a terrible power.”- Jeanne DuPrau.
Genesis 9:3 Every moving thing that lives shall be food for you. And as I gave you the green plants, I give you everything.
Some people are content with life and do not desire more than they already have. Others, regardless of what they have, still want more. Those who are fortunate do not know how blessed they are until someone less fortunate comes alone. And those who are unfortunate will not recognize it until someone who has more comes alone. 

I can testify to that as a kid because I did not realize my family's shortcomings until I started attending school. In most cases, other children's clothes and shoes were better than mine. 

I have appreciated God’s sprinkling of blessings in my life. I never get too much at once, but it is just enough to be thankful for. These became great expressions of God's grace and love. It has placed me in a state of not wanting more but having a heart of acceptance of the things that He gives me. In other words, I lack for nothing. It is a great place to be when we realize God provides for all our needs (James 1:4).  

So, why do we still want if all our needs are covered? Can it possibly be that we are overlooking God's provision because of our selfish desires? Could it be that God may give in a different way than we hope for? Did it mean we could do whatever we wanted when God set us free? Not! We can live by the rules of sin, or we can live by God's rules; there are no others. So many times, when God does something great for us, we still find a reason to complain.

We often ask God to give us more of Him. It is in our words, in our prayers, and in the songs that we sing. But wanting more of God means having less of ourselves. We would have to give up more of who we are to have more of who God is. You remember the saying, “May I be decreased, Lord, so that you may be increased?"  Did we mean it, or is it just for show? Seeking God’s kingdom first is our primary function. We should seek Him before we seek other things. But we often seek out different things and then ask God to give them to us.
God provides for us in ways we do not understand. He does this because He cares for us. Think about this: If we care for our children and do everything possible to provide for them, don’t we believe God will do the same thing and more for us?  
We question God about many things because when He does things, it just does not look right in our own eyes. God does things so that He can be seen, not just in our eyes but also in the eyes of others.
When we give our children gifts, sometimes they do not understand why we gave them a gift they needed instead of a gift they wanted. Case in point:  One Christmas, I bought all three of my daughters a safety kit for their vehicles.  They all chuckled at the kit at first. But they all had to use their kits, especially during the wintertime, whether it was to help others or to help themselves. So, what is the lesson here? We can trust God's provision, even when it appears differently than expected.
Prayer: Lord, please help us be more appreciative of what You give us! Help us understand that the things You provide us are more beneficial than what we want. It is in Your name we pray, amen!
