Why Isn’t My Time for God Reciprocal?
(Faithfulness)

“Time is free, but it's priceless. You can't own it, but you can use it. You can't keep it, but you can spend it. Once you've lost it, you can never get it back.” Harvey Mackay

2 Corinthians 8:5, 8, 24: “I say this not as a command, but to prove by the earnestness of others that your love also is genuine. So, give proof before the churches of your love and our boasting about you to these men. And this, not as we expected, but they gave themselves first to the Lord and then by the will of God to us.” 

Spending time with God can be a time to thank Him for the many blessings He has given us. We can grow closer to knowing who God is. We can develop a needed personal relationship with Him. Our interaction with Him will improve. 

Why do we experience difficult moments when spending time with God? Is our flesh outmaneuvering our Spirit? Do we feel that God listens to us? Do we question our Salvation? Simply put, do we know how to spend time with God?
We should try spending time with God, even when we are not in the mood. Don’t just spend time with God; invest time with Him. If we want a fruitful walk with God, we must spend time with Him. Why is this still a struggle for many of us? 
Some people believe God answers their prayers alone if they go to church. Some people think they have been redeemed from their sins because they know God and the Bible well.
One of the most common reasons we struggle to spend time with God is our fleshly pursuits (Romans 8:13). When we walk in the Spirit, we will have a relationship with God. Paul said if we live according to the flesh, then our minds are set on the things of the flesh. But if we live according to the Spirit, our minds are placed on the things of the Spirit. What are our minds set on? Are our views set on the things of this world? Or are our thoughts fixed on the things of God?
How strong is our desire to be with God? How are we viewing ourselves as responsible servants of God? What happens in our mind daily that keeps us from thinking about God? Whatever that may be, it may also be our struggle with desiring to be with Him. The apostle Paul put it in modest terms. He said some of us live according to the flesh because we set our minds on fleshly things. But those who live according to the Spirit have their minds set on the things of the Spirit (Ephesians 1:4).
God gives us all His love and time without ceasing. But we struggle with the reciprocation of that time. Since wanting to be near our Father is not our default, we fight our natural against our natural response to spend time with Him. Even when we have time, God, we don’t choose that time to be with Him. It is truly up to us to set aside time for God. It is for our benefit. 
My wife, Kim, is undoubtedly a "true" night owl. She does her best work for God at 2 a.m. Yes, when I am cutting down a forest with my snoring, she is preparing a devotion, a speech, studying, or praying. I would walk in on her and find her head buried in the Bible. She often had a pen in hand and a pad nearby. But that is the time she has, and that is the time she gives back to God. Mark 1:35 tells us that Jesus rose early in the morning, left the house, and went to a special place to talk to God!

Many people fit this profile or get up early in the morning to read and study the Holy Bible, pray, and meditate. Others have set up a regiment that works for them. Whatever their sacrifice, they have chosen a time and set it aside for God. The time we respond to God happens because the Holy Spirit knows our schedule and the best time to get our attention. The people who have listened to the calling of the Holy Spirit made a bonified decision to give back some of the time God has given them! And they do it through prayer, praise, and serving.

With as much grace as our Heavenly Father extends to us daily, we should spend time with Him. We should invest time with our Lord. Suppose we struggle to give time back to God. In that case, we should begin praying that we make God the PRIORITY of our day and everything else secondary!

Prayer—Lord, Jesus, thank You for Your continuous forgiveness of our shortcomings, especially when it comes to You. You gave us Your all, and we have given only a little in return. Help us recognize You as first in our lives, and everything else will fall into place. It is in Your name we pray, amen!
