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Acknowledgement:

Today we stand on the shoulders of our Elders and

Ancestors. It is because of their knowledge and hard

work we are able to continue learning and sharing

traditional moose hide knowledge and teachings. 

We get to learn and practice moose hide tanning

because our Elders shared knowledge through teaching,

language lessons, recordings and publications. We are

thankful for all that they have done. 

It is time for us to carry forward our traditional ways.

Today, we thank you, as a knowledge learner you have

decided to learn and carry forward the traditional

knowledge of moose hide tanning. 

Koht’aenn kenaege’ dohduldiixi.

I hope you will learn the People’s language.

Denae k’eh dohduldiixi.

I hope you will learn the Denae way.



C’ezes Gha Ghestnaa

Knowledge Shared by: Late Katie John, Late Ruby
Sinyon, Elder Lena Charley & Elder Laura Hancock 



Tatsaaye’ Łtsoghi 



Tatsaaye’ Łtsoghi 

(Partially rotten Black spruce):

For all smoking processes you will use rotten

spruce. Both white spruce and black spruce will

work for smoke. The ideal rotten wood will be an

orange-red color, may have specks of white mold,

and a snap when broken.

It is best to leave your rotten wood in large

chucks. When the wood is in larger pieces the

smoke will last longer and the wood will burn

slower.

You will need to gather several gallons of rotten

spruces to smoke a moose hide. Sometimes you will

find dry and damp wood. If the rotten wood is

damp, you will need a few days to dry out the

wood. So, make sure to collect your rotten wood

days before smoking the hide.



C’etsighaan’
fermented moose brain

C’etsighaan’ Tu’
fermented moose brain water



C’etsighaan’ (Moose Brain)

There are 3 ways to store moose brain when

tanning hides; fresh, fermented, or dried.

Storing fresh c’etsighaan’:

C’etsighaan can be stored in the freezer. 

On the morning you plan to make brain solution water remove

c’etsighaan’ from the freezer and thaw at room temperature.

Once unthawed the c’etsighaan’ will need to be cleaned and

prepped for the c’etsighaan’ tu’ (moose brain water).

Storing fermented c’etsighaan’: 

Store in a glass airtight container and keep out of direct sun

light. The glass container can be stored outside or in a shed

until needed. Our Elders would dig a hole in the ground and

put jars of c’etsighaan’ in the hole to keep them cool and in

the shade. 

*If taken care of well-fermented c’etsighaan’ will last

longer than a year. 

Storing dried c’etsighaan’: Recommended method (most

traditional)

Store in a canvas bag up high in a tree, shed or garage.

Wherever you decided to store the bag it needs to be cool

and in the shade. The brain will ferment before drying. Like

fermented brains you will only need a 1/3 or ½ a cup to turn a

hide. 
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Ahtna Kenaegge’
C’ezes

Hide, skin

C’edezes

Skin with hair

C’eggan

Dried hide

C’eyaen’

Tanned hide

Utaggutl’ 

Residue, inner skin

Ughaguude’

Residue, outer skin

C’ezaex

Skin shaving

Source: Ahtna Athabaskan dictionary, 1990, compiled and edited by James Kari 



Ahtna Kenaegge’
Ts’entseł

BoneSkin Flesher

Natseł

Skin Flesher

Bendaasi

Rock Skin Scraper

C’izogho

Skin scraper

Nac’igaeyi

Side Scraper

C’igaeyi

Scraping beam

C’ezaex cene’

Skin rack

Source: Ahtna Athabaskan dictionary, 1990, compiled and edited by James Kari 



Staxacdenstaan.

I went out hunting.

C’izełghaen.

I killed something.

Ba ninesyaa.

I went up to it.

Unasizełtaen.

I skinned it.

Kon’ dełk’aan.

I built a fire.

C’etsen’ zełt’ae.

I roasted the meat.

Grandma Katie’s
Teachings

Source: Mentasta Ahtna Advanced Reader Featured Speaker Katie John



Gaann du’ c’ezes nt’ae.

This is a hide.

Ndi’i zes nt’aey?

What (kind of) hide is this?

Deniigi zes nt’ae.

This is a moose hide.

Udzih zes nt’ae.

This is a caribou hide.

Unaan nts’e t’aen?

What is her/his mother doing?

C’ezes gha ghetnaa.

She is tanning (working on) a hide.

Nen du’, nts’e dit’aen?

What are you doing?

Sii du’, c’ezes gha ghestnaa.

I am tanning (working on) a hide.

Grandma Lena’s
Teachings

Source: Chistochina Ahtna Language Lessons, 2nd Edition Featured Speaker:Lena Charley
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