IN THE VILLAGE OF CENTERTOWN, MISSOURI

Bill No. 0026-015                                                                                                      Ordinance No.  287


AN ORDINANCE PROHIBITING ANIMALS RUNNING AT LARGE WITHIN THE VILLAGE OF CENTERTOWN.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE VILLAGE OF CENTERTOWN, MISSOURI, AS FOLLOWS:

	Section 1.  The Village Code is hereby amended by the addition of one new Section 14 prohibiting animals running at large within the Village of Centertown:

A. It shall be unlawful for the owner or keeper of any dog to fail to keep the dog at all times in one of the following manners while inside the Village of Centertown;
1. Confined within the premises of the owner; or
2. Firmly secured by the means of a collar and chain or other device so it cannot stray beyond the premises of the owner; or
3. Under the physical control of some person when off the owner’s premises. The term “physical control” shall mean secured by a leash or being physically held.
4. Ownership of an animal for the purposes of this section may be determined by the animal being kept. Housed, or being provided acre by a resident of the Village. Claims of non-ownership may be rebutted by evidence of same.

B. All canines found running at large in the city are hereby declared to be a public nuisance and shall be subject to impoundment and placed in the City of Jefferson Animal Shelter facility. Impounded animals may be redeemed pursuant to the ordinances and/or regulations of the shelter then enforce of the canine by the animal control and all costs required for its release by the county shelter.

C. In the case of a conviction in Cole County Associate Circuit Court and the animal has not been spayed or neutered, the court shall fine the owner of said animals running at large at least the following amounts:

		1. First Offense: not less than $50.00;
		2. Second Offense: not less than $200.00;
		3. Third Offense: not less than $300.00;

Plus all costs incurred associated with the impounding and care of the animal.  

D. All such fines shall be minimum fines and no portion of any fine shall be suspended or stayed by anyone other than the county judge who may suspend one-half of the fine established on the condition that the animal be implanted with a microchip and spayed or neutered within 30 days of the date of conviction.


	
	Section 2.  Ordinance 229. An Ordinance of the Village of Centertown, Missouri Regulating Canine Confinement and Control, is hereby repealed upon passage of this bill.

	Section 3.  This ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage by the Board of Trustees.


FIRST READING HELD:   __SEPTEMBER 29, 2026 __

SECOND READING HELD AND FINAL PASSAGE ON THIS  _29TH__DAY OF  _SEPTEMBER_, 2026 BY THE FOLLOWING VOTE:

                                                     Aye                    Nay
Debra Baker                             _____                _____             ABSENT
Heather Hunger                      __X__                _____
Paula Hinshaw                         __X__               _____
Donna Neely                            __X__               _____
Vicki Gerling		           __X__	           _____



                                                                                              ____SIGNATURE ON FILE___                                            
                                                                                              Chairman, Board of Trustees
ATTEST: 

__SIGNATURE ON FILE_____
Village Clerk
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